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THE 



PREFACE. 



IN the Treatife cfthe Government 
qfthe Tongue ^ puhli/hd hy me 
heretofore, I had occafton to tak^ 
notice among the exorbitances of that 
mruljf part, which fets on fire the 
whole courfe of nature, and it felf is 
fe on fire from h&)X,'Jam. 3. 6, of the 
impious *oanity prevailing in this j^e, 
"Ufhef^hjf men pu^ withfacred things, 
-v. and 
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The Preface. 

and exercife their wit upon thoftr 
Sripturesfy which theyJhaU^yii^^^ 
at the laft day, 70^. IX. 48. 
' But that Holy hook not onlyfiffer- 
ing hy the petulancy of the Tongue ^ 
hut the malice of the Heart , out of / 
the abundance whereof the mouth 
fpeaks, xMatt. \t. "3,0^ and aJfo from, 
that irreligiony fr^pojfeffion, andfupu 
nefi, which the purfuit offenfualpfea" . 
fwes cpi^mnlx,pr(j4^4cey^them^c^ef 
is too mucp d^sd and^emt' rooU 
ed,~tobecontrduTdhy^dfew cajual 
reflexions. I have therefore thought 
it neceffary\ both in regard of the di- 
gnity iind imp9r4anck ^t^e Juije&y 
asaifb the^pr^'^iaknce df^oppofu 
tion^ tol^empt a-profefid and parti* • 
cular vindication <f t^ My Seri^ 
ptures, hydi/playing t^eir nativffex-' 
ce Hence and keauty^ and ef^orcing 
the v&neration and'^edience thtff ^ii 
to b&paid unto thenni 
This Ideftgndtoda ift niy^nfik^ 

method. 
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method y'iy an addrefs to the of- 
feiHohs of the Reader \ foliciting the 
feveral paj/ions cf love, hope, fear, 
Jhame andforrow, which either the 
MajeSiy cf God in his Sublime Be- 
ingy his goodnefs derived to m, or 
our ingratitude return d to him,could 
a&uate in perfons not utterly ob- 
durate. 

But whereas men when they have 
learn d to do amifs^khly dijpute and 
dictate ; I found my fe^^ concern d to 
pafs fornetimes within i^e verge cf 
cqntroverfy, and to difcourfe upon the 
principles of reafon, and dedu&ions 
from Teftimony, which in the moSl 
important tranfa&ions of human life 
are juflly taken for evidence. In which 
whole performance I have Uudyd to 
avoid the entanglements ofSophiftry, 
and: the ambition of unintelligible 
Slgto tat ions ', and kept my fe^ within 
the reach if the unlearned Chriftian 
Bgader, to whofe ufes my labours 
have been ever dedicated. 

b ^U 
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yiU that I require n that men 
would bring as much readinefs to en- 
tertain the Holy Scriptures, as they do 
to the reading prtfane ^thorsy 1 am 
ajhamd to fay, as they do to the incen- 
tives of wee and foUy, nay, to theli^ 
hels and infoedlines that are le^eWd 
againft the Scriptures, 

If I obtain this, 1 will make no 
doubt that I /hall gain afarther point\ 
that from the perufal of my imper^ 
fed conceptions, the Reader wiU 
proceed to the fludy of the Scr^ 
tures tbemfekes: there taft and itee 
how gracious the Lord is, Tfal. 34.8. 
and, as the Angel cmtmands Saint 
John, Re'velat. 10. 9. eat the Book : 
where he will experimentally find 

the words gi^David wr$^'4 *Pf 19- 7. 
The Law of the Lord is an unde^ 
filed Law, converting the Soul : the 
teftimony of the Lord is fure, and 
giveth wifdom to the fimple. The 
Statutes of the Lord are right, and 

rejoyce 
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rejoyce the heart; the Command- 
ment of the Lord is pure, and giv- 
eth light to the eyes. The Fear of the 
Lord is clean and endureth for ever, 
the Judgements of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to 
be defir d are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold, fweeter alfo 
than hony and the hony comb. More- 
over by .them is thy fervant taught, 
and in keeping of them there is great 
reward. 

// is /aid cfMo^t^y Exod. 34.. 19. 
that having receivd the Law from 
God/ind conversed with him in Mount 
Simi fourt/ days together, his face 
/hone J and had a hrightnefsfixd upon 
it that dazledthe beholders ; a pledge 
andft>ort ejfaymt only of his appear- 
ance at Mount Tabor, Matt. 17. i. 
where, at the Transfiguration he a- 
gain was feen in glory : hut of that 
greater y and yet future change when 
he /baU fee indeed his God face to 

b X face, 
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face, andjhare his glory unto all eter- 
nity. The fame Divine Goodnefs gives 
fttUhisLaw to every one of us. Let 
us receive it with due regard and ve- 
neration ; converfe with him therein, 
inflead of Jour ty days, during our 
whole lives, and fo anticipate and 
certainly a jure our inter eh in, that 
great Transfiguration, when all the 
fait hfulfhall put off their mortal fleft), 
be tranflated from glory to glory, 
eternally behold their God, fee him 
as he is, and fo enjoy him. 

Converfation has every where an 
afftmtlating power ; we are generally 
fuch as are the Men, and Books, and 
huftnefs that we deal with: lutjure- 
ly no familiarity has fo great an influ- 
ence on Life and Manners, as when 
Men hear God fpedking to them in his 
Word. That Word which theApo^le 
Hebr. 411. declares to be quick and 
powerful, fharper than any two-edg'd 
fword , piercing to the dividing a- 

funder 
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funder of foul and fpirit^ and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a dilcerner 
of the thoughts and intent of the 
heart. 

The time wiUcome when aU our 
Book^s howeverrecommendedforfuh- 
tilij^cf difcourfe, exa&nefs cf method, 
variety ofmatter, or eloquence of Lan- 
guage'^ when aU our curious Arts, 
like thofe mentioned A6te 1919. ftiall 
be brought forth, and burnt before 
all men: When the great Booh of na- 
ture ^ andhesLven it felf (hall depart as 
a icroul roU'd together. Revel 6. 14. 
-*4f which important Jeafon ^ twill he 
more to purpofe to hivue Study d well, 
that U,tranfcriV din pra&ice this one 
Booh, than to hone run thro' all he- 
fides, for then the dead, fmalland 
great, Ihall ftand befere God, and the 
Books (hall be opend, and another 
Book (hall be open'd which is the 
Book of Life, and the dead (hall be 
judg'd out of thofe things which were 

written 
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written in the Books according to 
their works^ Rsvel. ao. xi. 

In *oainfliaU men aUedge the want 
(f due convidion, that they did not 
kfttnt/ how penal it would be, to dtf- 
regard the San&ions cf Gods Law, 
wiach they would have had enforcd 
}^ immediate miracle ; the apparition 
cf one fent from the other world who 
might teftify of the place of torment. 
This expeBation the Scripture charges 
everywhere with the guilt of tempt- 
ing God, and indeed it realfy in- 
volves this infolent propofal, that the 
^bnigbty Jhould be ohkgd to breaks 
his own Laws, that men might be 
prevail d with to keep his. But Jhould 
he think/it to comply herein, the con- 
defcenfton would be as fuccefskfs in 
the event, as 'tis unreafonahle in the 
offer. Our Saviour affures, that they 
who hear not zMofes and the Pro- 
phets, the inftru&ions and commands 
laid doiun in holy Scripture, would 

not 
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not he wrought upon hy any other me- 
thod, would not be perfwaded hy that 
which they allvtv for trrefiUable con- 
virion, tho' one role again from the 
dead, Luh^ i6. 31. 
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THE 

LIVELY ORACLES 

GIVEN TO US, 

Or the Chriftians Birth-right and Du- 
ty in the cuftody and ufe of the 

HOLY SCRIPTURE. 



SECT. I. 

The feveral Methods of Gods commu* 
nkating the htofwkdge ofhmfelf. 

GOD, as he is invifible to haman 
eyes, lb he is unfathomable by ha- 
man nnderftandings ; the pemdki* 
on of his nature^ and the impqten" 
cy of ours, letting us at too great a diftance to 
have any clear perception of him. Nay, (b 
£ir are we from a full comprehenfion , that 
we can diicern nothing at all of him, but by 
his own lights thofe dilcoveries he luth been 
pleas'd toinake of himiel£ 

a. Thosb have been ofleveralfbrtds The 
firft was by mfbfion in mans creation, when 

A God 
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God interwove into mans very conftitution 
and being the notions and apprehenfions of 
a Deity : and at the fame inftant when he 
breath'd into him a living foal) imprefi: on 
it that native religion, which taught him to 
know and reverence his Creator, which we 
may call the inftindl of humanity. Nor were 
thofe principles dark and confu&d, but clear 
and evident, proportionable to the ends they 
were defign d to , which were not only to 
contemplate the nature^ but to do the will 
of God ; practice being even in the ftate of 
innocence preferable before an unadive (pe- 
culation. 

3* But this Light being foon eclipsd by 
Adams difbbedience , there remain'd to his 
benighted pofterity, only fbme faint glibi'- 
merings, which were utterly infufficient to 
guide them to their end, without frefli aids, 
jtnd renew'd manifeftations of God to them. 
It pleas d God therefore to repair this ruine, 
and by frequent revelations to communicate 
himfelf to the Patriarchs in the firft Ages of 
the World; afterwards to Prophets, and o* 
ther holy jmen > till at laft he revealed him- 
self yet more illuftrioufly in the face efjejus 
Chrijl^ 2 Cor. 4* d. 

4. T H I s is the one great comprehenfive 
Revelation whereitt all the former were \n^ 
volv'd, and to whidh they pointed f the whole 
myftery of Godlineis being cbmptij'd in t\ii% 

' of 
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of Gods being mamfefied in the fiejh^ and the 
conieqaents thereof, X T/m. 3. itf. whereby 
oar Saviour as heeffeAed our reconciliation 
with God by the iacrifice of his death ; fo he 
declard both that, and all things eUe that 
it concern d: man. to know in order to blifs, 
in his do(3:riixe and holy life. And this Teacher 
beinp not QKily lint from God^ Jo. 3. but be- 
ing himfelf Goci blefled for ever, it cannot 
be that his inftriu^ions can want any fiipple- 
ment. Yet thdt they might not want atte- 
ilation neither to the incredulous world ; 
he conBrm'd them by the repeated miracles 
of his life, and by the teftimony of tl^ofe 
who faw the more irrefragable convid:ion of 
his Re(urre<3;ion and Aftenfion. And that 
they alio might not want credit and en- 
forcement, the holy Spirit iet to his feal, and 
by his miraculous defceot upon the Apoftles, 
both aflerted their commimon , and enabled 
them for the difchargp of it, by all gifts ne- 
ceffary for the prqpagating the Faith of Chrift 
over the whole World. 

f. TntsE K^ere the waies by which God 
was pleafed to reveal himielf to the Forefa- 
thers of our Faith , and that not only £>r 
their fakes, but Qtirs alfb, to whom they were 
to derive thole divine dictates they had re- 
ceived. St. Stephen tells us, thole under the hzw 
receivd the lively Oracles to deliver them down 
to their po^efity, J^s 7. 38. And thole un- 

A 2 der 
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der the Gofpel, who receiVd yet mote lively 
Oracles from him who was both the Word 
and the Life^ did it for the like purpofe ; to 
tranfmit it to us opoD whom the ends of the 
world are come. By this all need of repeated 
Revelations is fuperfeded, the faithful deriv- 
ing of the iwmer, being fufl&ieiit to us for 
mU things that ^fertmn t0 Ufa and godtimfs^ 
2 Pet 1.5. 

C. And for thiSj God (whole care is equal 
for allviocceffions of men) hath gracioafly 
provided, by caafing Holy Scriptures to be 
writ ; by which he hath deriv'd on every foc^ 
ceeding Age the illuminations of the for^ 
mer. And for that purpofi: endowed the 
Writers not only wim that moral fidelity 
requifite to the truth of Hiftory, but with a 
divine Spirit, prc^ortionable to the great de« 
%n of fixing an immM;ab]€ rule for Faith 
and Manners. And to give us the fuller ie^ 
curity herein^ he has chofen kio other pen* 
men of the New Teftament, than thole who 
were the firft oral Promul^s of our Chti^ 
ftian Religions fb that they have left to us 
^e very tame dodrine they taught the Fri-^ 
ttikive Chriftiansi and he that acknowledges 
them divinely infpir d in what they preach'd^ 
cannot doubt them to be fo in what they 
writ. So that we alLmay enjoy virtually and 
efiedively that wifli of the devout Father, 
who defir d to be St. Faufu Auditor; for he 

that 
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that hears any of his Epiftles read, is as really 
fpoke to by Saint Poai^ as tbofe who were 
within the found of his vdce. Thu Gody mbt 
in times pafij^al^ at fimdry time/y and in diverpt 
numners to em Fathrt fy the PrefAoSf and in 
tie lauer dayt by las Sen, Hteb. i. x, 2. conti- 
nues ftiU to (peak to ns by thefe infbir'd Wri* 
ters i and what Chrift once (aid to iiis Difci- 
ples in relation to their preadiiii^ is no left 
true of their writings: Hethatde^fetbyou, de- 
J^ijeth me, Luk. 10. xtf. iUl the contempt that 
is at any time flung on thefe (acred Writing^ 
rebounds higher, and finally devolves on the 
firft Author of thofe do^ines, whereof thefe 
are the R^piftersand Tranfcripts. 

7> But this is a guilt which one would 
think peculiar to Infidels and Pagans, and not 
incident to any who had in their Baptiftq 
lifted themfelves under Chrifbbanna:: yet i 
fear I may fay, of the two parties, the Scri* 
pture has met with the worft treatmoit from 
the latter. Forif wemeafurebydiefrequen- 
cy and variety of injuries, I fear Chriftians will 
appear to have out^vied Heathens: Thefe 
bluntly disbelieve them, n»lei^ aay perhaps 
fcornfully deride them. Alai, Chriftians do 
thisand more j they not only pot contempts,bnt 
tricks upon the Scribture, wreft and diftort it 
to jufl^ all thehr wild phancies, or fecnlar de- 
figns} and fuborn its Patronage to thofe things 
it forbid^ and tells ns that Cod abhors» 
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t. Indeed (b many are the abufes we of- 
fer it, that he that confiders them would fcarce 
chink we own d. it for the words of a (enfibte 
man, much le(s of the great omnifcient God. 
And I believe 'twere hard to affign any one 
fb comprehenfive and efficacious caufe o£ the 
univerfal depravation of manners^ as the dii^ 
valuing of this divine Book, which was de- 
fign'd to r^ulate them. It were therefore z 
work worthy another infpired writing, to at^ 
tempt the re(cue of this, and recover it to its 
juft eftimate. Yet alas, could we hope for 
that, we have (coffers who would as well de- 
fpi(e the New as the Old i and like the Hof^ 
bandmen in the Gorpel,M^. ai. i6. would an-^ 
fwer fiich a fucceffioQ of meflages by repeating 
the (ame injuries. 

9. To fuch as thefe 'tis I confefs vain fot 
man to addrefs; nay 'twere infblence to ex<* 
pe<3: that human Oratory (hould fucceed 
where the divine fails ; yet the fpreading in- 
fe(9:ion of theffe -renders it neccffary.to admi- 
nifter antidotes to others. And befides, tho' 
(God be bleft) all are not of this fornij yet 
there are many who, thp' not arriv d to this 
contempt, yet want fbme degrees of that juft 
reverence they owe the facrcd Scriptures, who 
give a cbnfiisd general aflent to them as the 
word of God, but afford them not a confide- 
ration and refped anfwerable to fuch an ac- 
knowledgment. To fuch as thefe, I fhall hope 

it 
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it may hot be uttierly vain to attempt the ex- 
citing of tho(e drowfy notions that lie un* 
a&ivein them$ by prefenting to them fbme 
confideratipns concerning the. excellence and 
uieofthe Scripture: which /being ^Ubutne- 
cef&ry confeqaences of that prj^cipj^ they are 
fappoied to own, vii{. that they are Gods 
word^ I cannot much queftidn their ^Hent to 
the fpeculative part: 1 wiih I coul4 as pro-* 
bably alTure my felf of the prad:ick. : 

lo. Indeed were there notliing el(e to be 
faid in behalfof holy W^rit, but that it is Gods 
word, that were enough to command the 
mofl: awful regard to it. And therefore it is 
but Juft we make that the firft and principal 
conuderation in our prefent difcourfe. But 
then *ti$ impoffible that that can want otha:s 
to attend it; iince whatfbever God faies, is 
in all refpedts compleatly good. I fliall there- 
fore to that of its divine original addfecond- 
ly the confideration of it^ fubjed: Matter; 
thirdly, of its excellent and no le(s diffufive 
end and defign ; and fourthly , of its exadt 
propriety and fitnefs to that defign : which are 
all mch qualifications, that where they con- 
cur, nothing more can be requir'd to conl- 
mend a writing to the efteem of rational 
men. And upon all thefe tefts, notwithftand- 
ing the cavil of the Romanifts and others , 
wnofe force we fhall examin with the unhap^ 
py ilTue of contrary counfels, this Law of God 

will 
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will be found to anlWer thePfalmiftschara- 
aer of it PJ. 19. 7. The Lmv tf G$tiu peifeS : 
ftnd 'twill appear that the cnftody and ufe 
thereof is the Birth-right and Doty of every 
Chriftian. All which (everals being faithfiil- 
ly deduced » it will only remain that I add 
inch cautions as will be neceflary to the due 
performance of the aforefkid duty, and oar 
being in fome degree render'd perfed, as this 
Lawof Cvod, and the Author uereof himfelf 
iiperfeft,Mi».f.48. 
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S E C T. II. 

The divine Original , Endearments 
and Authority of the Holy Scrifh 
iure. 

MENS judgments are fbapt to be bias d 
by their atted:ioiis, that we ofceq find 
them readier to confider who fpeaks^ than 
what is fpoken : a temper vwy unfafe, and 
the principle of great injuftice in oor infe* 
rior tranfa^ions with men ; yet here there 
are very few of us that can wholly diyeft our 
lelvesof it, whereas, when we deal with God 
( in whom alone an imfrficit fakh may fe- 
curely be repoied ) we are nice and wary , 
bring our fcales and meafnreg, will take no- 
thing upon his word which holds not weight 
in our own balance, 'Tis trae, he needs not 
our partiality to be jufiifiedinhi$fayingSj PfaL 
f 1.4. His weirds are pure^ even as tbefilver tried 
feven times inthefire^ Pfalm. \%. 6. able to pafi 
the ftridteft teft that right reaibn ( truly fo 
called ) can put them to. Yet it fhews a great 
perverienefs in our nature , that we who (b 
eafily refign our underftandings to fallible 
menj ftand thus opon our guard againft God ; 
make him difpate for every inch he gains on 
uss nor will afford him what we daily grant 

B to 
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I o The Chrifiians Birtthtight^ (Sc^ 

to any credible man, to receive an affirmation 
upon truft of his veracity. 

a. I am far from contradiding our Saviours 
Precept, of Search the Scri^tures^o. 7. or Saint 
Pauls ^ of provirjg all things^ i Thef y. ai. 
we cannot be too induftrious in our inqueft 
after truth, provided we ftill referve to God 
the decifive vote , and hcunbly acquiefce in 
his (enfe, how diftant (bever from our own ; 
fb that when we confult Scripture ( I may- 
add reafbn either) 'tis nottorefblve us whe- 
ther Godbe tp be believed or no in what he 
has (aid, but whether he hath faid (iich and 
fuch things: for if we are con vine d he has, 
reafbn as well as Religion commands our af* 
fent. 

3. Whatever therefore God has laid, 
we are to pay it a reverence merely upon the 
account of its Author, oyer and above what 
the excellence of the matter exaAs : and to 
this we have all inducements as well as obli- 
gation: there being no motives to render 
idle words of men eftimable to us, which are 
not eminently and tranfcendently applicable 
tothofeofGod. 

4. Those motives we may reduce to fbur : 
firft, the Authority of the Speaker; fecondly, 
his Kindnefs s thirdly, his Wildom s and fbur th- 
ly, his Truth. Firft, for that of Authority : 
that may be either native, or acquired s the na- 
tive is that of a parent, which is fuch a charm 

of 
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of obferyance, that we fee Sokmen^ when he 
would imprds his coanfels, afliimes the per- 
fbn of a Father; Hear O my children the im^ 
firuSians of a Father^ ProT.4« i. And gene* 
rally thro' that whole Boc^ he ufes the com- 
pellation of my Son, as the greateft endear- 
ment to engagie attention and reverence. 
-Nay fb indnpenfible was the obligation of 
children in this refpeiS:, that we (ee the con- 
tumacions child that would not hearken to 
the advice of his Parents, was by God himidf 
adjudged to death, Deut. ax. ao. 

f. Nor have only Gods, but mens Laws 
exacted that filial reverence to the dilates of 
Parents, ^ut certainly no Parent can pre- 
tend iuch a title to it as God, who is not only 
the immediate Father of our perfbns, but the 
original Father of our very nature; not only 
of our flefli, but of our ^irits alio, /iS^. 12. 9* 
So that the Apoftles Antithefis in that (rface 
is as properly applied to counfels as corre- 
ctions > and we may as rightly infer, that if 
we give reverence to the advices of our earth- 
ly Parents, much mere ou^ we to fubjeB our 
felves to this Father 'of our Spirits. And we 
have the very fame reafbn wherewith to en- 
force it : ibr the Fathers of our jkjb do as 
often di<flate, as correB according to their 
mm pkajwres^ prefcribe to their children not 
according to the exad: meafures of right and 
ivrpngi but after that humor which moft pre^ 
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ddminices in themlelves. Bat God alwaies dn 
re&s his admonitiotts to oar profit, that we 
may he p^tdk^rs ef hit bdinefs^ Heb. ta. le. 
So that we are as unkind to oat (elves, as irre* 
vcrent towards him, whenever we let any of 
his words fail to the groand ; whoie claim to 
this part of our reverence is much more irre*^ 
fragable than that of our natural Parents. 

6. But belides this native Authority there 
is aifb an acquired ; and that we may diftin* 
guifh into two forts : the one of dominion^ 
the other of reputation. Tothefirftkind be** 
longs that of Princes, Magiftcates, Mafters, or 
^ny that have coercive power over us. And 
our own incerefl: teaches us not to flight the 
ivords of any of thefe, who can fb much to 
our coft fecond them with deeds. Now God 
has all thefe titles of jurifdi(3:ioa ; He is the 
great King, Pfai. 48. ^. Nor was it only a 
complement of the Pfalmifts ; for himfelf 
owns the ftile, I am a ^eat K^ng^ MaL i. He 
i the Judge of all the f^Fbrldy Gen. 1 1. yea, that 
j^ncient of days^ before whom the Bockt were 
open d, ban. 7. 1 3* He is our Lord and Matter 
by right both of Creation and Redemtion i 
and this Chrift owns even in his frate of ina« 
nition > yea , when he was about thb moft 
fervile employment, the wafhing his Difciples 
feet, when he was moft literally in the form 
6f a fervant; yet he fcruples not to afiert his 
right to that oppofite titles YmcaUme Mafieri, 
' '- ■ ' • ' ^ • • "^' - :" ' and 
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andLerd'y andyefayipeIljfarfoIamiJo.ts.ii^ 
Nor are thefe empty nanieS) but effeai vely at* 
tended with all the power they denote. Yet 
€0 ftapid are we, that whilft we awfully rei* 
ceive the didates of our earthly Superiors, 
wejQight andn^led: the Oracles of that God 
who is King ot Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
When a Prince {peaks, we are apt to cry out 
with/iifr<M// Flatterers, tbevoiu of aGed^ and 
not ef a man^ Ads 12. Yet when it is indeed 
the voice of God, we choofe to liften to any 
thing elfe rather than it. But let us ^dly re- 
member, that notwichftanding our contempt^, 
this word (hall (as our.Sayionr tells Misjudge n$ 
at the lafi day^ Jo. 1 2. 48. 

7. A iecond fort of acquir d Authority is 
that of reputation. When a man is famed 
for (bme extraordinary excellencies, whether 
moral or intdle<3;ual, men come with appe- 
tite to his diicourfes, greedily fiick them in, 
nor need fuch a one befpeak attention ; his 
very name has done it for him,and prepofle&M 
him of his Auditors regard. Thus the Rab- 
bles among the Jews, the Fhilofbphers among 
the Greeks, were liftened to as Oracles, and 
to cite them was ( by their admiring Difci- 
pies ) thought a concbding Argument. Nay, 
under Chnftianity^ this admiration of mens 
perfims has been fi> inordinate, that it has 
txamUed Rdigion away in little iniignifi- 
cant partes; iiniilft not only Pao^ ^ollo or 
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Cephas, but names infinitely inferior, have be* 
come the diftin(3;ive chara&ers of Seds and 
Separate Communions. So eafily alas are we 
charm'd by our prepoflefltons, and with itch* 
ing ears run in queft of thofe do(3:rines whi(;h 
the fame of their Authors, rather than the evi- 
dence of truth, commends to us. 

8. An o hath God done nothing to get him 
a repute among us? has he no excellencies 
to deferve our efteem ? is he not worthy to 
prefcribe to his own creatures ? If we think 
yes, why is he the only perfbn to be difr^ard- 
ed ? or why do we fo unfeafonably depart 
from our own humour, as not to give his Word 
a reverence proportionable to that we pre^ 
tend for him 5 nay, which we acStually pay to 
men of like paffions with our felves? A con- 
tempt (b abfiird as well as impious, that we 
have not the example of any the molt barba* 
rous people to countenance us« For tho' ibme 
of them have made very wild miftakes in the 
choice of their Deities, yet they have all a- 
greed in this common principle, tliat what- 
ever thofe Deities faid, was to be receiv'd with 
all poffible veneration; yea, fnch a defe-^ 
rence gave they to all fignifications of the 
divine will, that fis they would undertake no 
great enterprise without confiilting their 
Auguries ; (b upon any inaufpicious figns they 
relinquifh*d their attempts. And certainly if 
yrc had the (ame reverence for the true God 
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which they had for the faUe , we fliould as 
frequently confult him. We may do it with 
much more eafe and certainty : we need not 
truft to the entrails of Beafts , or motion of 
Birds : we need not go to Delphos^ or the Ly- 
bian Hammon for the refblving our doubts : 
but what Mofes (aid to Ifraelis very applica* 
ble to us, the Word is ni^h tbee^ Dcut. 30. X4. 
That Word which Davtd made his CounfelloTj 
P{aL 119. 24. his Comforter^ ver. yo. his Trea- 
Jure^ ver. 72. his Study^ ver. 99. And had we 
thofe awful apprehenfions of God which he 
had, we fliould pay the like reverence to his 
Word. Did we well ponder how many titles 
of Authority he has over us, we fliould furely 
be afliam d to deny that refped to him in 
whom they all conipire, which we dare not 
deny to them feparately in humane Supe- 
riors. 

9* A lecond motive to efteem mens words, 
is the kindnefs of the fpeaker. This has fuch 
a falcinating power , as nothing but ex- 
treme ill nature can refiil. When a man is 
aflur d of the kindnefs of him that fpeaks, 
whatever is fpoken is taken in good part. 
This is it that diftinguiflies the admonitions 
ofa friend from the reproaches of an enemy; 
and we daily, in common converfation re- 
ceive thole things with contentment and ap- 
plaule from an mtimate and familiar, which 
if fpoken by aftranger or enemy would be 
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defpis d or ftomach'd. 5o infinaacing . a thing 
IS kindneis, that where it has once got it felf 
believ'd, nothing it (ays after is difputed ; it 
fupples the mind, and makes it dadiile and 
pliant to any impreflions. 

ic. But what human kindnefs is there 
that can come in any competition with the 
Divine ? it (urpafTes that of the neareft and 
dcareft relations j Mother j may forget^ yet vtnll 
I not forget thee^ Ifa. 49. i f . And tne Pfalmift 
found it experimentally true. When my FiUber 
and my Mother forfake me^ the Lord taketb me upy 
Pf 27. 16. 'J'hc tendereft bowels compared 
to his are adamant and flint : fb that 'tis a 
moft proper epijhet the Wife man gives him, 
Lord thou lover of fouU^ Wifi 1 1. 26. Nor is 
this afledtion merely mental: but it attefts it 
felf by innumerable eflFe<9:s. The effed:sof lo^e 
are all reducible to two heads, doing and fuf- 
feringi and by both thefeGodhas mdft emi- 
nently atteiied his love to us. 

II. FoK the firft, we cannot look either 
on our bodies or our fouls, on the whole Uni- 
verfe about us, or that better World above us $ 
but we (hall in each fee the Ijnrd hath done ^eat 
things for usy Pfal. lad. Nay, not only our 
enjoyments, but even the capacity to enjoy, 
is his bounty. Had not he drawn mankind 
out of his original clay, what had we been con- 
cern d in all the other works of his Creation? 
So that if we put any y^ue either upon what 
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we have or what we are, we cannot but ac«- 
coiint our (elves ib much indebted to this his 
a&ive love. And tho' the paffive was not pra- 
i&icaUe by the divine Nature (imply and a*^ 
part 9 yet that we might not want all ima** 
ginable evidences of his love, he who was 
God blefied for ever, linkt his impadible to 
our paflible nature; a(runi*d pur humanity^ 
that he mig^t e^oufe ow (brrows, and was 
born on purpofe that \» might die for us. So 
that (lure we may &y in his own words, ff eater 
kvetbmtbiihatbwommi ]<s if. 13. 

iz. Avid now 'ti6 very hard, iffuch an pn« 
paralleled love in Ck>d, may not as much af- 
lo^as, a8the(Ught beiiefad:ioas of every or* 
dinary friend; if it cannot (p much recom- 
mend him to our re^rd, as to refi:ue his word 
from contempt, tnd diipoie us to receive im* 
preflions from it; (efpecially when his very ^ 
ipedLtng is a t^w «9t ^ Jhis kiqdnels, and de« 
%n d toour greateft advantage. ) 

i3« But if aUhehasdone andfufierdfor 
us cannot obtain him To much from us, we 
moft (urely coofefi, our di(ingenuity is as fu- 

Erlatmeashisbve. For in this infliance we % 
^ no pka&ircnir (elves. The difix>Qries of 
men 'tis true may (bmetimes be (b weak and ir-* 
rational, that tho' kindne^ may (uggeft pity, 
kcanaot revej^ence; But this can never Ip^p;^ 
pen inGoK^, wlio& wifdom is as infinite as 
his Icrre. He talks not at our vain^ rate who 

C often 
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often talk only for talkings fakei but his 
words are dired:ed to themoft important ends 
and addrefs'd in (uch a manner as befits him in 
whom are all the treafiires of wifdom and 
knowledge^ Col. 2. And this is our third con« 
fideration, the wifdom of the Speaker. 

14. How attrad:ive a thing Wifdom is* 
we may obferye in the inftance of ^^ ^en of 
Sbiba y who came jtmn the utmofi parts of the 
eartbj as Chriftfaies Mat. la. 42. to bear the 
Wifdom of Solomon. And the like is noted of 
the Greek Sages^ that they were addrefs'd to 
from all parts , by perfbns of all ranks and 
aualities$ to hear their Lecf^ares. And indeed 
the rational nature of man does by a kind of 
fympathetick motion clofe with whatever 
hath the ftamp of reafbn upon it« But alas, 
what is the profoondeft wifdom of men ^ 
compar d with that of God ? He is the ef- 
fential reafbn $ and all that man can pretend 
to. is but an emanation from him ; a ray of 
his Sun, a drop of his Ocean: which as he 
gives, fo he can al(b take away. He can in- 
fatuate the molt fubtil defigners i And ( as 
he &ies of himfelf ) makes the diviners mad: 
turns tbe wife men back^^ ana ma^gs tbeir mfdont 
foolifbnefsy Efay 44. ay. 

If. How impious a folly is it then in us, tq 
Idolize human Wifdom with all its impede- 
dtions, and defpife the divine? yet this every 
man is guilty of, who is not attraifted to the 
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ftady of (acred Writ by the fupereminent: 
wifdom of it s Author. For fuch men muft 
either a£Brm that God has not fuch a fuper- 
eminency, or that, tho' he has in himfelt, he 
hath not exerted it in this writing ; The for- 
mer is down- right biafphemy; and truly the 
latter is the fame, a little varied. For that any* 
thingi but what is exadlly wife can proceed 
from infinite wifdom , is too abfurd for any 
man to imagine. And therefore he that 
chaises Gods Word with defed: of wifdom , 
muft interpretatively charge God fb too. For 
tho' 'tis true, a wife man may fbmetimes fpeak 
fboliihly ; yet that happens through that 
mixture of ignorance, orpaflion which is in 
the moft knowing of mortals : but in God, 
who is a pure ad:, and efiential wifdom, that 
is an impoffible fuppofition. 

16. Nay, indeed it were to taxhimof fol* 
ly beyond what is incident to any fenfible 
man ; who will ftill proportion his inftru- 
ments to the work he defigns. Should we not 
conclude him mad, that fhould attempt to fell 
a mighty Oak with a Pen--knife,orftop a Torr 
rent with a whifp of Straw ? And fure their 
conceptions are not much more reverend of 
God, ^ho can fuppofe that a writing defign'd 
by him for fuch important ends, as the making 
menmfe unto falvatuntj 2 Tim. 3^ if. the cafi^ 
i» dawn all that exalts it felfagainfi the obedience 
ffChrifiy 2 Cor. 10. f. fhould itlelf be foolifh 
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^nd weak : or that he fliould give it thafe 
great attributes of being Jbarper tbau tmr 
edged fwwrd^ fieuing even to the dmding ajunder 
effotdandjpuitj eftbe joints ami marram^ HeU 
4« 14. if its difcourfes were Co flat and infipid 
as (bme in this profane Age would repref^nt 
them. 

17* Tis true indeed, 'tis not, astheApo-* 
&le (peaks the mjdom of ibis worlds 1 Cor. a. 6. 
The Scripture teaches us not the arts of un- 
dermining governments, defrauding and cir- 
cumventing our Brethren ; but it teaches us 
that which wouM tend much more even, to 
our temporal felicity ; and as reafbn prompts 
us to afpire to happinefs, fo it muft acknow* 
ledge that is the highefl: wifdom which teaches 
us to attain it. 

18. And as the Holy Scripture is thus re- 
cbmmendedto us by the wi^omof its Author; 
fb in the laft place is it by his truth, without 
which the other might i:ather raife our jea- 
loufy than our reverence. For wiidom with- 
out fincerity degenerates into (erpentine 
guile; and we rather fear to be en&ard than 
hope to be advantag'd by it. The mofl: (iibtil 
addreiles , and moft cogent arguments prer 
vail not upon us, where we (ufped fame infi^ 
diousdeilgn. But where wifdom and fidelity 
meet in the fame peHbn, we do not only at^ 
tend, but confide in his counfek* And this 
qualification is moft eoiinentlyin God Tie 
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cbildren offften are deceitful upon the weigbu ^ 
Ffa|. 6x. 9. Mach gaile often larks indifcern* 
ably ander the faireft appearances : but Gods 
veracity is as eflentially himfelf , as his wif^ 
dom, and he can no more deceive us, than he 
can be deceiv d himfelf. He 1/ not man that he 
JhouUliey Namb. 23. 19. He defigns not (as 
men often do) to fporc himfelf with our ere* 
dulity s and raiie hopes which he never means 
to fatisfy : be fates not to the feed ^ Jacob, feel;^ 
ye me in vain^ Exod. 4r. 19. but allhis^r^/Tii/e/ 
are yea andAmm^ 2 Cor. i. 20. He is perfedl- 
ly fincerein all the propofalsbe makes in his 
word : which is a moft rational motive for 
us to advert to it, not only with reference but 
love. • 

19. And now when all thefe motives are 
thus combined i the authority , the kindne(S| 
thewifHom^the veracity of the fpeaker, what 
can be re^uir d more to render his words of 
weight with us ? If this four-fold cord will 
not draw us, we have fore the ftrength^ not of 
men, but of that Legion we read of in the 
Gofp^l, 14m. f . I. For thefe are fo much th^ 
cords of man, (b adapted to our natures ^^ 
nay to our f onftant ufage in other things » 
that wemuft put off much of our humanity , 
difclaim the common meafures of mankind^ 
if we be not attracted by them. For 1 dare 
appeal to the breaft of any ifober^ induftrioiui 
fnan, whether in cafe a perfpn, who he were 
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fare had all the fore-mention'd qualifica- 
tions, ihould recommend to him fome rules as 
infallible for the certain doubling, or tre- 
bling his eftate , he would not think them 
worth the purfiiing; nay, whether he would 
not plod and ftudy on them, till he compre- 
hended the whole Art. And (hall we tl^en 
when God, in whom all thofe qualifications 
are united, and that in their utmoft tranfcen- 
dencies, (hall we, I fay, think him below our 
regard, when he propoles the improving our 
intereftsi not by the Icanty proportions of 
two or three; but in fuch as he intimated to 
Abraham^ when he ihew'd him the Stars, as the 
reprefentative of his numerous off-fpring, 
Gen. f. I f . when he teaches us that higheft, 
and yet moft certain Alchymy , of refining 
and multiplying our enjoyments, and then per* 
petuatingthem? 

20. All this God do's in Scripture; and 
we muft be ftupidly im{>rovident, if we will 
take no advantage by it. It was once the 
eomplaint ofChnft to the Jews, I am come in 
my Fathers name^ and ye receive me not : if another 
jBaUcome in hu own name^ him ye will receive^ Jo. 
S. 43* And what was faid by him the eternal 
eflential Word, is no lefs applicable to the 
written; which coming in the name, and 
upon the meflTage of God , is defpis'd and 
(lighted, and every the lighteft compofure of 
fn^ppreferrd before it. As if that iign^ture . 
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of Dignity it carries, ierved rather as a Brand 
to ftigmatize and defame , than adorn and 
recommend it. A contempt which ftrikes im- 
mediatly at God himfelf, whofe refentments 
of it, tho' for the prefent fuppreft by his long- 
fuffering, will at iaft break out apon all who 
perfevere fb to afiront him, in zjuagmentrpartbv 

of God, Wifd.I2.2tf. 

a r . But after all that has been faid, 1 fore- 
fee feme may (ay, that I have all this while but 
beaten the air , have built upon a principle 
which fome flatly deny, others doubt of, and 
have run away with a fuppofition that the 
Bible is of divine Orieinal, without any at-' 
tempt of proof To fuch as thefe 1 might juft- 
ly enough objed: the extreme hard meafiire 
they oflfer to Divinity above all other Sciences, 
For in thofe, they ftill allow fbme fundamen- 
tal maxims , which are prefuppofed without 
proof; but in this they admit of no Pojlulata^ 
no granted principle on which to fuperftrud^. 
If the fame rigor fhould be extended to Iccu* 
lar cafes, what a damp would it ftrike upon 
commerce? For example, a man expeds fait 
dealing from his Neighbour, upon the fhength 
of thofe common notions or Juftice he pre-* 
fumes writ in all mens hearts : but according 
to this meafiire, he jinuft firft prove to every 
man he deals with, that fuch notions there 
are, and that they are obligatory : that the 
wares exposed to falearehisown; that domi- 
nion 
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nionis not founded on grace, or that he is in 
that ftate, and fo has a property to confer up- 
on another s that the perfbn dealt with paiesr 
a jull price i do's it in good money ; and that it 
19 his own, or that he is in the ftate of grace, 
or needs not be (b, to iuftify his porchafe: 
and at this rate the MarKet will be as fiill of 
nice queftions as the Schools. But becaufe 
complaints and retortions are the common 
refuge of caufes that want better Arguments, 
I fhail not infift here ; but proceed to a de-- 
fence of the queftion d Aflertion , that the 
Bible is the Word of God. 

21. In which 1 (hall proceed by thefe de- 
grees. Firft, I (hall lay down the plain 
f rounds upon which Chriftians believe it. 
scondly, I (hall compare thofewith thofeof 
lefs credibility which have generally fatisfied 
mankind in other things of the like nature. 
And thirdly , I (hall cbnlider whether thofe 
who are diflatlsfied with tho(e grounds, would 
not be equally (b with any other way of at- 
teftation. ' 

23.B£FOii£l enter upon the firft of thefe, 
1 defire it may be conliderd,that matters of fad): 
are not capable of fuch rigorous demonftrative 
evidences, as rnathematical propofitions are. 
To render a thin| fit for rational belief, there 
is no more requir d, but that the motives for it 
do over poife thofe againftit ; and in that de- 
gree they do fb , fb is the belief ftronger or 
weaker. 24. Now 
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24. Now the motives of our belief in the 
preient cafe, are fiich as are extrinfick, or 
intriniick to the Scriptures 5 of which theex- 
trinfick are firft, and preparative to the other ; 
and indeed all that can reafbnably be infifted 
on to again^faier,; whomuft be fupposd no 
competent judge of the latter. But as to the 
former, Ifhall adventure to fay, that the Di- 
vine Original of the Scripture hath as great 
grounds of credibility as^can be^xpeded in 
any thing oPtlhis kind. For that God 
inQ>ir d the Peto-men of Holy Writ, is matter 
of fad:, and being fcf, is capable of no other 
external evidencfe^ but that of teftimony: 
and that matter ofiiGb being alfb in point 
of time fb reAioltefrom us^ can bejudgd of 
only by a fcries of Teftimohies deriv d from 
that Age wherein the Scriptures were written, 
to this : and the more credible the teftifiers, 
and the more rihiverfal (he Teftimoriy, fo 
much the more Cdnvincin^ are they to all 
confideringmen.^ ; 

^S* And this attibftation the Scripture hath 
in the higher circumftances , it having been 
witnefs'd to in alt Ages, and in thofe Ages by 
all perfbn^ that cibuld be prefum'd to know 
any thing of it. Thus the Old Teftament was 
ownd by the whole Nation of the Jews, a^ 
the writings of men infpir d by God, and that 
with (uch evidence of their miffion, as abun- 
dantly fatisfied thofe of that Age, of their 
D being 
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being to infpir'd i and they derived chofe 
Writings with that atteftapon to their pofte^ 
rity. Now thatthofe of the firft Ages were 
iiot deceivd, is as morally certain as any 
thing can be fuppos d. For in the firft part of 
the Bible is ciHitaindthehiftoryof thoiemi-^ 
racks wherewith God reicued that people 
out of Egypt y and inftated tliem in Canaan^ 
Now if they wholiy d atth^ttime, knew that 
iiich miracles were never doqe^ 'tis impoffible 
they could receive an evidei|t Fable as an in- 
ipir'd truth. No fingle p€fl:ibn, much leii a 
whole Nation can be iupfxps'd (p itupid. But 
if indeed they were eye- witneflbs of thofe mi- 
racles, they might with very good reaibn^ 
conclude, that the fame M^es who was by 
God impower d to workthf;rPt was fb alio for 
the relating them; as alfb ^11 thole prece* 
dent events from the Creation down to that 
time, which are recorded by him« 

atf. So alfb for the preceptive parts of 
thole Books, thofe thatfawthoie formidable 
(blemnities, with which they wpre firft pub- 
lifh'd, had lure little temptation to doubt that 
they were the didlatesof God, whenwrittem 
Now if they could not be deceived them* 
(elves, 'tis yet le(s imaginable that they (hould 
confpire to impofe a cheat upon their pofte- 
rities i nor indeed were the Jews of fo eapfy ft 
credulity, that 'tis at all probable thefucceed- 
ing Generations would hay^ been £9 amposd 
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oil: their humour was ftubbornenoughi and 
tfaepreceptd of their Law fevere and burden-- 
ibttie enough to have tempted them to have 
caftofiPtheyoak, had it not been bound upon 
them by irrefiftible convictions of its coming 
from God. But befides this Tradition of 
their Elders, they had the advantage of liv- 
it^ under a Theocracy , the immediate gui- 
dance of Gods Prophets daily wereraisaup 
among them, to fore* tell events, to admonifqi 
them of their duty, and reprove their bade** 
flidings: yet even theft gave the deference 
to the written Word; nay, made it the teft 
by which to try true infpirations from falfe: 
7i tie Law and to the Tefiimony 5 if theyjpea\ 
net according to ity there is no light in theniy £(ay 
8. ^o. So that the veneration which' they had 
before acquir'd, was ftill anew excited by firefh 
infpirations, which both attefted the old, and 
became n^wparts of their Canon. 

27* N o K could it be efteem'd a fmall con* 
firmation to the Scriptures, to find in fuc- 
ceeding Ages the fignal accomplifhments of 
thofe prophecies which were long before re* 

giftred in thofe Books; for nothing lefsthan 
ivine Power and Wifdom could foretell, and 
alfo verify diem. Upon thefe^rounds the 
^ews univerfally thro* all fucceflions receiv d 
the Books of the Old Teftament as divine 
Oracles, and look'd upon them as the greaceft 
truft that could be committed to them: 
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and accordingly were {o fcrupuloufly vigi- 
lant in conferving them , that their Mato*- 
rits numbred not only the (edlions, but the 
very Words, nay Letters, that no fraud or in- 
advertency might corrupt or defalk the leaft 
iota of what they efteem'd fb iacred. A fer- 
ther teftimony and fepimentto which, were 
the Samaritan, Chaldee, and Greek Verfions: 
which being made ufeof in the Synagogues of 
Jews,in their difperfionsjand by the Samaritans 
ztSicbemy could not atthofediftances receive 
an uniform alteration, and any other would 
beof noeffeA. Add to this, that the Origi* 
nal exemplar of the Law, was laid up in the 
Sandtuary, that the Prince was to have aCo- 
. py of it alwaies by him, and traiifcribe it with 
his own hand; that every Jew was to make 
it his conitant difcourfe and meditation, 
teach it his Children, andwear part of it up- 
on his hands and forehead. And how (ure 
'tis impoifible to imagine any matter of fad: to 
be more carefully deduced , or irrefragably 
teftified, nor any thing believ'duponftronger 
evidence. 

28. That all this is true in reference to 
the Jews, that they did thus own thefe Wri- 
tings as divine, appears not only by the Re- 
cords of paft Ages, but by the Jews of the pre- 
ient, who ftill own them, and cannot befu- 
ipeded of combination with the Chriftians* 
And if thefe were reafbnable grounds of con- 
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vid:ion to the Jews, (as he muft bemoftab^ 
iurdly iceptical that fhall deny ) they mnft 
be fo to Chriftians aUb , who derive them 
from them : and that with this farther ad- 
vantage to oar Faith , that we fee the clear 
completion of thofe Evangelical prophecies 
which remain d dark to them , and conie* 
quently have a £irther Argument to confirm 
us, that the Scriptures of the Old Teftament 
are certainly divine. 

29. Th£. New has alfb the like means of 
probation : which as it is a colled:ion of the 
dod:rine taught by Chrift and his Apoftles, 
mnft \f truly related be acknowledged no le6 
divine than what they orally dehverd. So 
that they who doubt its being divine , muft 
either (Jeny what Chrift and his Apoftles 
preach'^l to be fb; orelle diftruft the fidelity 
of the relation : The former llrikes at the 
whole Chriftian Faith ; which if only of men, 
muft not only be fallible , but is adtually a 
deceit, whilft it pretends to be of God, and is 
not* To fiich Objedors we have to oppofe 
thofe ftupendous miracles with which the 
Gofpel was attefted > fuch as demonftrated a 
more than human efficacy. And that God 
fhould lend his omnipotence to abet the 
falfe pretenfions of men, is a conceit too 
unworthy even for the worft of men to enter* 
tarn. 

30* Tis true, there have been by God per- 
mitted 
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mitted lying miracles, as well as true ones 
have been done by him ; fiidi as were thoie of 
the Magicians in £gypti in oppofition to the 
other of Mofes; but then the di£Ference be* 
tween both was (b con(picuous, that he mu0; 
be more partial and diungenuous, than even 
thofe Magicians were, who would not ac- 
knowledge the difparity, and confefs in thole 
which were truely fupernatural the finger of 
Gody Exod. 8. 19. Therefore both in the Old 
and New Teftament it is predided, that falfo 
Prophets Jbould arife , and doj^s and wonder s^ 
Deut. 1 3. 1. Matt. 24. 11, 24. as a trial of their 
fidelity who made profeilton of Religion i 
whether they would prefer the ftw and trivial 
(leighcs which recommend a deceiver, bci^ 
fore thofe great and numberle(s miracles 
which attefted the (acred Oracles deliver d 
to the fons of men by the God of truth. Whe- 
ther the trick of a BarchecbebaSy to hold fire in 
his mouth 5 that of Marcus th6 Heretick, to 
make the Wine of the Holy Sacrament ap- 
pear bloud; or that o£Mabomety to bring a 
Fidgeon to his ear, ought to be put in ba-* 
lance againft all the Miracles wrought by 
Mofesy our Saviour, ot his Apoftles.' And in a 
word; whether the filly ftories which lambli- 
r^i^ fblemnly relates of PytbagoraSy or thofe 
Philojiratus tells of Apolloniue TyaneuSy deferve 
to rival thofe of the Evangelifts. It is a moft 
juft judgment, and accordingly jthreatned by 
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Almighty God that they who woald not oAey 
the irutiifimM ielieve alie^ % The£ 2. x i. Bat 
ftill the Almighty, rehere any man or devil die 
proudly X is evidently above him^ Exod. i8.ii. 
mill Gejufiified in hisfayingSy and be clear when 
be HJw^edy Roin« 3. 4. 

31. But if men will be Scepticks, and 
doubt every thing, they are to know that the 
matter caird into queftion, is ofa nature that 
admits but two waies of fblution; probability^ 
9i)d teftimony* Firft for probability, let it be 
confiderd, who were the firft promulgers of 
Chrifts Miracles.. In his life time they were 
either the patietits on whom his Miracles were 
wrought , or the common people, that were 
lp0<^tora : the former, as they could not be 
deceived themf^lves , but muft needs know, 
whether they were cur d or no ; (b what Ima« 
ginaUe defign could they have to deceive o- 
thers ? Many indeed have pretended impoten*' 
cy as a motive of companion i but what could 
they gain by owoihg a cure they had not > 
AsfortheSped:ators, as their multitude adds 
to their credibility i ( it being morally im* 
poffible thatib many fliould at oncebe delud- 
ed in a, matter fb obvious to their ienfes ) fb 
do's it aifb acquit them from firaud and com- 
bination. Cheats and forgeries are alwaiea 
hatched in the dark, in clofe Cabals, and pri- 
vate Jund:o& That fivethoufand men atone 
time , and four thouiand at another, fhould 
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confpire to fay, that they were miracaloafly 
fe^ when they were not ; and all prove trae 
to the fidtion, and not betray it, is a thing as 
irrational to be fiippos d, as impoffible to be 
parallel'd. 

32. Besides, admit it poffible that ib ma- 
ny could have join'din the deceit, yet what 
imaginable end could they have in it ? Had 
their liebeenfubfervient to thedefignsof ibme 
potent Prince that might have rewarded it, 
there had been ibme temptation:but whatcould 
they expedl from the reputed Son of a Car- 
penter, who had not himfelf where to lay his 
head? Nay, who difclaim'd all fecular power; 
convey'd himielf awky from their importuni* 
ties, when they would have forced him to be 
a King : And confequently , could not be 
look'd on as one that would head a Sedition, 
or attempt to rai(e himfelf to a capacity of re* 
warding his Abettors. Upon all theleconfi- 
derations, there appears not the leaft fhadow 
of probability , that either thofe particular 
perfons who publilh'd the cures they had re- 
ceiv*d,or thole multitudes who were witnefles 
and divulgers of thoie, or his other miracles, 
could do it upon any finifterdefign, or indeed 
upon any other motive but gratitude and ad- 
miration. 

33. In the next place, if we come to thoie 
miracles which fucceeded Chrifts death, thofe 
moft important, and convincing of his Re- 
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furreAioo and Afcenfion y and oh&tve who 
were the divulgers of thoie, welhall find them 
very unlikely to be men of defigns a (et of il- 
literate men , taken from the Fiflier-Boats^ 
and other mean occupations : and fuch as 
needed a miracle as great as any of thofe they 
were to afTert ( the de(cent of the Holy Ghoft ) 
Co fit them for their office. What alas could 
they drive at, or bow could they hope chat 
their t^imony CQuld be received , fb modi 
againft the humour and intereft of the prefent 
Kulers, unlefs they wcreaifur d not only of the 
truth of the things, but alio of Ibme (bperna- 
tural aids to back and fortify them > Accord* 
ingly we find , that till they had receiy'd 
thofe i till by the deicent of the Holy Ghoft 
they were endued tvkbpimer from on high j Luk. 
^4.49. they never attempted the difcovery of 
what they had (een : but rather hid them- 
felves, kept all their afiemblies in privacy and 
concealment, for foar ef the Jtws^ Jo. ao. iqf ^ 
^ssA io were &r enough from proje&ing any^ 
thiag befides their own fafety. Afterwards , 
when they began to preadi, they had early 
Efikys, what their (ecular advantages, would 
be by it 1 threatnin^ and revilings, icomg^ 
ings and imprifonments, JSt. 4. «a f. 18, 4^ 
And can it beinu^inec^ that men who. a lift* 
tk before bad fliewed theoEifelves fb little ia 
love with iiiflfering, that node of them durft 
%g^ to their Mt^crathis apprehenfion, bat 
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one forfwore, and all forfbok him ; can it^ I 
fay, be imagin d that thefe men fliould be fb 
much in love with their own Fable, as to ven- 
ture all forts of perfecution for the propagat- 
ing it? Or if they could, let us in the next 
place confider what probability there could 
be of fuccefs. 

34. Thei R preaching amounted to no le^ 
than the Deifying of one, whom both their 
Roman and Jewiih Rulers, nay, the generali- 
ty of the people had executed as a malefadtor: 
To that they were all engag'd , in defence of 
their own Adt, to fift their teftimony with 
all the rigour that confcious jealoufy could 
^^^* And where were fb many concern d 
inquifitors, there was very little hope for a 
forgery to pa(s. Befidesthe avow'd difplea^ 
fure of their Governours made it a hazar- 
dous thing to own a belief of what they afTert- 
ed. Thole that adher d to them could not 
' but know, that at the fame time they mufl: 
efpoufe their dangers and fiifierings. And men 
u(e not to incur certain mifchiefs, upon doubt- 
ful and fiifpicious grounds. 

3 f . Y £ T farther, their doiStrine was defign'd 
to an end to which their Auditors could not 
bat have the greateft reludancy : they were 
to ftruggle with that rooted prepofleffion 
which the Jews had for the Mofaical Law ^ 
which their Gofpel out-dated > and the Gen^ 
tiles for the Rites and Religion of their An- 
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ceftors; and, which was harder than either^ 
with the corruptions and vices of both : to 
plant humility and internal fandlity, (b con- 
trary to that ceremonial holinefs, upon which 
the Jews fb valued themfelves, and defpis d 
others : and Temperance, Juftice, and Purity, 
€o contrary to the pradiice, nay, even the re- 
ligion of the Heathen : and to attempt all this 
with no other allurement, no other promife 
of recompence but what they muft attend in 
another world, and pa(s too through re- 
proaches and afflidlions, torments and death; 
Theie were ail fuch invincible prejudices, as 
they could never hope to break thorough with 
a lie; nay, whicli they could not have en- 
counter d even with every common truth, but 
only with that, which being divine, brought 
its aids with it; without which 'twas utterly 
impoffible for all the skill or oratory of mtn 
to overcome fuch difadvantages. 

3 (J, And yet with all thefe did thefe rude 
inartificial men conteft, and that with fignal 
fuccefs : no lefs than three thoufand Frofely tes 
made by Saint Peters firft Sermon 3 and that 
in Jerujalemy the Scene where all was adifced, 
and consequently where 'twas the molt im- 
poffible to impofe a forgery. And at the 
like miraculous rate they went on, till as the 
Pharifees themfelves complain, they had filled 
Jerufalem with their doSriney AAs $• ^8. nor 
did Judea (et bounds to them ; their found pent 
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cat intti aU Natims^ Rom. lo. i8. and their 
dextrine fpread it felf through ail the Gentile 
world* 

37* And fare (b wonderful an events fb 
contrary to ail humane meafures^ do's (uffi* 
ciently evince there was more than man in it* 
Nothing but the iame creative Power that 
produc d light out of darknefs) could bring 
forth efiedls (b much above the proportion of 
the cauie. Had thefe weak inftruments a<^ed 
only by their natural powers, nothing of this 
had been atchiev d. Alas could thele poor rude 
men learn ali Languages within the fpace of 
fifty days, which wouid take up almoft as ma* 
ny years of the moft indoftrious Student > aiid 
yet had they not been able to fpeak them, they 
could never have divulg d the Gofpel to the 
feverai Nations, nor fo effed:uaUy have con* 
vine d the by-fbmders, ASs i. that they aifted 
by a higher impulfe. And to convince the 
world they did fo, they repeated their Mafters 
miracles as well as his doctrine i heald the 
fick, caft out devils, raisd the dead.- And 
where God communicated (b much of his 
power, we may reafbnably conclude he did 
it to promote his own work, not the work of 
the devil, as it mufl: have been if this whole 
Scene were a lie. 

3«. When all this is wcigh'd, I prefume 
there will remain little ground to fufped:^ 
that the 6rft planters of Chriftian I^aith had 
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any other defign than what they ayovKs^f 
xns{. the bringing men to holinefs herei and 
falvation hereafter. The fufpicioti therefore, 
if any, muft reft appn latter times 2 and accord- 
ingly fbme ai^ willing to perfwade them<« 
felves and others , that the whole Scheme of 
our Religion is but a lately devis'd Fable to 
keep the world in awe, whereof Princes hate 
made fbme ufe, but Clergy-men more; and 
that Chrift and his Apoftles are only a<ftors 
whom themfelves have conjured up upon the 
Stage to purfue their plot. ^ 

39. Ik atifwer to this bold, this\ blafphe-* 
mous (uggeftion 1 I fhould firfl: de](ire thefe 
Surmifers to point out the time when, and tho 
perfbns who began this defign; to tell us ex-> 
adly whence they date this politick Relt- 
gioU) as they arc pleas'd to fuppofe it. If they 
cannbt, they are manifeftly unjuft to rejedl our 
account of it when they can give none them^ 
felves; and fail very much of that rigid de« 
monftration they require from others. That 
there is fach a profeffion as Chriftianity in the 
world , is yet ( God be bleft ) undeniable ; 
( though at the rate it has of late declin'd , 
God knows how long it will be (b :) we fay it 
came by Chrift, and his Apoftles, and that it 
is attefted by an uninterrupted teftimony of 
all the intervening Ages , the fuffrage of all 
Chriftian Churches firom that day to this. And 
fure they who embraced the Do^rine, are the 
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moft competent witnefles from whence they 
receiv d it. 

40. Yet left they (hould be all thought 
parties to the defign, and their witnefs except- 
ed againft, it has pleas d God to give us col- 
lateral afliirances, and make both Jewifh and 
Gentile Writers give teftimony to the Anti- 
quity of Chriftianity. Jofephus do's this> lib. 
110. chap. %. and lib. 1 8. chap. 4. wherCi after 
he has given an account of the crucifixion of 
Chrift exactly agreeing with the Evan^elifts ; 
he concludes, jind to this day the Chrijiian 
peupky who of htm borrow their name^ ceafe not 
to increafe. I add not the perfonal elogium 
which he gives of our Saviour ^ becaufe fbqie 
are (b hardy to controul it: alio I pafs by 
what FbUo mentions of the religious in Er 
gypt^ becaufe (everal Learned men refer it to 
the EJfensj a Sed; among the Jews, or fbme 
other. There is no doubt 01 what Tacitus 
and other Roman Hiftorians fpeak of Chrift as 
the Author of the Chrift ian dodrine; which 
it had been impoffible for him to have done, 
if there had then been no fuch dodlrine, or if 
Chrift had not been known as the Founder of 
it. So afterward Pliny gives the Emperour 
Trajan an account both of the manners, and 
multitude of the Chriftians ; and makes of the 
innocence of the one, and the greatnefs of the 
other, an Argument to flacken the perfecution 
againft them. Nay, the very Woody Edicts 
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of the per(ecuting£mperor8>and thefcofisand 
reproaches of Celfus^ Porphyry ^Luciany and other 
profane oppoiers of this Do(9:rine, do andeni- 
ably aflerc its being. By all which it appears, 
that Chriftianity had in thofe Ages not only 
a being) but bad al(b obtain d mightily in the 
world, and drawn in vaft numbers to its pro* 
fc/Iion : and vaft indeed they muft needs be^ 
to furniih out that whole Army of Martyrs^ 
of which profane, as well as Ecclefiaftick writ- 
ers fpeak. And if all this be not fufficient 
to evince that Chriftianity ftole not clancu- 
lariy into the world, but tpok its rife from 
thofe times and Ferfbns it pretends, we muft 
renounce all faith of Teftimony, and not be- 
lieve an inch farther than we fee. 

41. I fuppofe I need fay no more to fhew 
that the Gofpel, and all thofe portentous mi- 
racles which attefted it, were no forgeries, or 
ftratagems of men. I come now to that doubt 
which more immediately concerns the Holy 
Scripture, vi^. whether all thole tranfadiions 
be fo faithfully related there , that we may 
believe them to have been dilated by the fpi- 
rit of God. Now for this, the proce^ need 
be butfhort, if we confider who were the Pen- 
. men of the New Teftamcnt 5 even for the 
moft part of the Apoftles themfelves : Mat-^ 
tbeWy and John who wrote two 6f the Gofpels 
were certainly fb : and Marl^^ as all the An- 
cients aver, was but the Amapuenfis to Saint 
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Pefery who didlated that GofbeL Saidt Lu^e 
indeed conies not under this firft rank of Apo- 
ftles i yet is by fome affirm'd to be one of the 
/eventy Difciples : however an Apoftolical 
perfbn 'tis certain he was, and it was no won- 
der for (uch to be infpir'd- For in thofe firft 
Ages of the Church men a£te^ more by im- 
mediate inflation of the Spirit tnan fince. And 
accordingly we find Stephen^ tho' but a Deacon , 
had the power of Miracles ; and preach'd as di- 
vine as the prime Apoftles, J&s 7. And the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft was then a ufual conco- 
mitant of converfion, a$ appears in the Story 
of Cornelius y Ads 10. 45-1 4^. Befides , Saint 
Lui(e was a conftant attendant on Saint PatJ 
I who deriv'd the Faith not from man^ ha ty the 
Immediate revelation of Jfjus Cbri^^ as himfelf 

Erofefles, Galat. 1. 12. ) and is by (bme (aid to 
ave wrote by dictate from him, as Mark 
did from Saint Peter. Then as to the Epiftles 
they all bear the names of Apoftles, except 
that to the Hebrews, which yet is upon very 
good grounds prefiim'd to be Saint Pmstj. 
Now tne.fe were the Perfons commiifionated 
by Chrift to preach the Chrifti^n doArine, and 
were fignally affifted in the difch^rge of that 
office I fb that as he tells them, it was notthey^ 
n?horpeal^^ but tbejpirit of the Fafher that [pake 
in tbem^ Matt. 13. ii. And if they fpake by 
Divine Infpiration, there cfw be no queftion 
that they wrote fb alio. Nay , indeed of the 
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tiro, it (eems more neceflary they fhould do 
the latter. For. had they err d in any thing 
they orally deliver d, they might have retra- 
cted and cared the mifchief : but thefe Books 
being de%n'd as a ftanding immutable rule 
of Faith and Manners to all (iicceffions , any 
errour in them would have been irreparable^ 
and haveentail'd it felf upon pofterity : which 
agreed neither with the truui, nor goodnefs 
of God to permit. 

42. Now that tbefc Books were indeed 
writ by them whofe names they bear, we have 
as much afiiiranccas 'tis poffible to have of 
any thing of that nature, and that diftance 
of time from us. For however fome of them 
may have been controverted, yet the grcateft 
part have admitted no difpate » whole Do- 
d:rines agreeing exadUy with the others, give 
teftimony to them. And to the bulk of thofe 
writings, it is notorious that the firft Chri- 
ftians receiv d them from the Apoftles, and fb 
tranfmitted them to the enfuing Ages, which 
receiv d them with the like efteem and vene- 
ration. Tbey cannot be corrupted^ (aies Saint 
Aufiin in the thirty iecond Book againft Fau- 
fius the Mariich. c. x6. becaufe they are and 
have been in the hands of all Chriflians. jind who-^ 
foever Jhotdd firfi attempt an alteration^ he would 
be confiited by the infpeBion of other aneienter 
Copies. Bejittesj the Scriptures are not in fome one 
Language J but tranjlated into many : fo that the 
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faults of one Boekjvmdd be conned by others more 
ancienty or in a d^erentTon^. 

43. And how much the body of Chriftiai^ 
wereia earneft concerned to take care in this 
matter, appears by very coftly evidences; mul- 
titudes of them dioofing rather to part with 
their lives than their Bibles. And indeed 'tis 
afufficientproof, that their reverence of that 
Book was very avowed and mani&ft $ when 
their Heathen perfecutorsmade that one part 
of their perfecution. So that as wherever 
the Chriftian Faith was receivd , this Book 
was alfb, under the notion we now plead fbr^ 
vi^. as the writings of men infpird by God : 
to it was al(b contended for even unto death 9 
and to part with the Bible was to renounce 
the Faith. And now, afterfnch acloud of tc* 
itimoniesy we may fiire take up that (ill apply'd) 
laying of the HighPrieft, Matt. atf. tff. what 
farther need have roe ofmtmjfes. 

44. Yet befidesthefe, another fort of wit- 
nedes there are, I mean thofe intrinfick evi-^ 
dences which arifeout of the Scripture it felf ; 
but of theie 1 think not proper here to infifl^ 
partly becaufe the fiibjedt will be in a great 
degree coincident with that of the fecond 
general confid^ation > and partly becanfo 
thefe can be argumentative to none who are 
not qualified to difcern them. Let thofo 
who doubt the Divine Original of Scripture, 
well digei): the former grounds whidi are 
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within the verge of reafbn > and when by 
thoie they are brought to read it with dae 
reverence, they will not want Arguinents 
from the Scripture it felf to confirm their ve- 
neration of it. 

4f. Ik the mean time, to evince how pro^ 
per the former difcourfe is to feund a ratio- 
nal belief that the Scripture is the word of 
God I I (hall compare it with thofe meafures 
of credibility upon which all humane trani^ 
anions move, and upon which men truft their 
greateft concerns without diffidence or di- 
spute. ^ 

4d. That we muft in many things triift 
the report of others, is lb neceilary, that with*- 
out it humane ibciety cannot iubfift. What 
a multitude of (iibjefts are there in the world, 
who never faw their Prince, nor were at the 
making of any Law > if all thefe fhould deny 
their obedience, becaufe they have it only 
by hear-fay, that there is (uch a man, and (uch 
Laws, what would become of Government? 
So al(o for property, if nothing of teftimony 
may be admitted, how (hall any man prove 
his right to any thing } All pleas muft be 
decided by the (word, and we (hall fall into 
that ftate ( which fomt have fancied the pri- 
mitive) of univer(al hoftility. In like man- 
ner for traffick and commerce $ how (hbuld 
any Merchant firft attempt a trade to any 
fbrreign part of the world, if he did not he^ 
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lieve that fuch a place there wasP and hour 
could he believe that^ but upon the credit of 
tho(e who have been there !^ Nay, indeed how 
could any man firft attempt to go but to the 
next Market Town, if he did not from the 
report of others, conclude that fiich a one 
there was? to that if this univerfal diffidence 
Ihould prevail, every man fhould be a kind 
of Plantagmsy fix d to the (oil he firft iprung 
up in. The abfurdities are indeed fo infinite, 
and fo obvious, that I need not dilate upon 
them. 

47. But it will perhaps be (aid, that in 
things that are told us by our contempora- 
rie3, and that relate to our own time, men 
will be left apt to deceive us, becaufe they 
know 'tis in our power to examine and difco- 
ver the truth. To this I might fay, that in 
many inftances it would fcarce quit coft to 
do (b, and the inconveniences of tryal would 
exceed thofe of belief But I fhall willingly 
admit this probable argument, and only de- 
iire it may be applied to our main queftion, 
by confidering whether the primitive Chri- 
ftians who receiv d the Scripture as divine, 
had not the fame fecurity of not being de- 
ceiv'd, who had as great opportunities of ex- 
amining, and the greatefl: concern of doing 
it throughly, fince they were to engine, not 
only their future hopes in another world, but 
(that which to nature is muchiporc ienfiblc) 
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all their prefent enjoyments, and even life ic 
lelf upon the truth of it. 

48. But becauie itmuftbe confe&'d that 
we who are fb many Ages remov d from 
them, have not their means of aflcirance ; let 
us in the next place confider, whether an an- 
ient to thofe teftimonies they have left be- 
hind them, be not warranted by the common 
pra(3:ice of mankind in other cafes. Who is 
there that queftions there was fuch a man as 
Williamxthc Conqueror in this liland ? Or, to 
lay the Scene farther, who doubts there was 
an Alexander^ a Jtdius Cafar^ an Jugtifim ? Nov 
what have we to found this confidence on be- 
fides the Faith of Hiftory? And I prefiime 
even thofe who exad: the fevereft demonftra- 
tions for Ecclefiaftick fiory, would think him 
a very impertinent Sceptick that fhould do the 
like in th^fe. So aUb, as to the Authors of 
Books > who difputes whether Homer writ the 
Iliads, or Firgil the £neids, or defar the Com- 
mentaries, that pais under their names ? yet 
none of.thefe have been attefted in any degree 
like the Scripture. 'Tis (aid indeed, that &- 
far ventured his own life to fave his Com- 
mentaries, imploying one hand to hold thofe 
above the water, when it fhould have aflifted 
him in fwiming. But whoever laid down 
their lives in atteftation of that, or any hu- 
mane compofure, as multitudes of men have 
\ done for the Bible? 

49. But 
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49. But perhaps 'twill be faid, that the 
finall concern men have, w^o wrote thefe, or 
other the like Books, inclines them to ac- 

S[uie(ce in the common opinion. To this I mnfiE 
ay, that many things inconfiderable to man- 
kind have oft been very laborioufly di(cu(s'd,as 
appears by many unedifying Volumes, both of 
Philofbphers and School-men, But whatever 
may be faid in this inftance, 'tis manifeft there 
are others, wherein mens real and greateft in- 
terefts are intruded to the teftimonies of for- 
mer Ages. For example, a man poffefles an 
cftate which was bought by his great Grand- 
father, or perhaps elder Progenitor: he cha- 
rily preferves that deed of purchaie, and ne- 
ver looks for farther fecurity of his title ; yet 
alas, at the rate that men objed: againfl: the 
Bible, what numberlefs Cavils might be rais'd 
, againft fuch a deed f How fhall it be known 
that there was fuch a man as either Seller or 
Purchafer ? if by the witneffes they are as ly- 
able to doubt as the other; it being as eafie to 
forge the atteftation as the main writing : and 
yet notwithftanding all the(e poffible deceits, 
nothing but a pofitive proof of forgery can 
invalidate this deed. Let but the Scripture 
have the fame meafure, be allowed to ftand in 
force, to be what it pretends to be, til^th^ 
contrary be (not by iurmifes and poffible con- 
jectures) -but by evident proof evincd 5 and 
its greateft Advocates will ask no more. 
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fo. A like inftance may be given in publick 
concerns s the.inununities and rights of any 
Nation, particularly here of oar MoffiaCbarta^ 
granted many Ages fince, and depofited among 
the pablick Records: to make this iignify any 
thing) it mail be taken for granted, that this 
was without falfification preierved to our 
times ; yet how eaiy were it to iaggeft that in 
fblong afiicceffion of its keepers, fbme may 
have been prevail'd on by the inflaence of 
Princiss to atnridge and curtail its conceffions ; 
others by a prevailing fa<flion of the people 
to amplify and extend it? Nay, if men were 
as great ScepticksinLaw, as they are in Di- 
vinity, they might exad: demonftrations that 
the whole thing, were not a forgery. Yet, for 
allthefe poffibkfurmifes, we ftill build upon 
it, and (hould think he argued very fkllaci-* 
oufly, thatfhould go to evacuate it, upon the 
force of iiich remote fuppoficions« 

yi« Now I defire it may be confiderd whe- 
ther -our fceurity concerning the holy Scri- 
pture be not as great, nay, greater than it can 
be of this. For nrft, this is a concern only of a 
particular Nation, and fo canexpe(3; nofbr- 
reignatteftation; and fecondly, it has alla- 
long refted on the fidelity of its keepers; 
which has been either a fingle perfbn, or at beft 
€omt fmall number at a time ; whereas the 
Scriptures have been witnefs'd to by perfons of 
all Nations, and thofe not fingle, but coUe- 
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dive Bodies and Societies, even as many as 
there have been Chriftian Churches throagh-^ 
but the world. And the fame chat are its Atte- 
ftors have been its Guardians al(b) and by their 
multitudes made it a very difficult, if not an 
impoffible thing to falfify it in any confider- 
able degree; it being not imaginable, as I 
fliew'd before from St. jfufim , all Churches 
fiiould combine to do it : and if they did not, 
tlie fraud could not pais undeted:ed : and if 
)io eminent change could happen, much lefs 
could any new, any counterfeit Gofpel be ob- 
truded, after innumerable Copies of the firft 
had been tranflatedintoalmoft all Languages, 
and difpers'd throughout the world. 

sz. The Imperial Law compifd by 5'»- 
fiiniany was fbon after his death,' by rea(bn of 
the inroads of the Go/i^/, and other barbarous 
Nations, utterly loft in the Weftern world; 
and (carce once heard of for the fpaceof five 
hundred years, and then came cafually to be 
retrivd upon the taking of ^in^^ by the Pi« 
Jms^ one iingle copy being found there at 
the plundering of the City. And the whole 
credit of thole Pandedis, which have ever fince 
govern d the Weftern world, depends in a 
manner on that fingle Book, formerly calfd 
the Pifan 5 and now, after that P$fa was taken 
by the Florentines , the Florentine Copy. But 
notwithftanding this , the body of the Civil 
Law obtains ; and no man thinks it realbn* 
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able to queftioQ its beii^ really what it pre- 
tends to be, notwithftanding its fingle, aqd 
ib long ifiterrupted derivation. 1 might draw 
this parallel thro' many other inftances, bat 
thefe may fuffice to ihew, that if the Scripture 
miglit find but (b muchequity, as to be tried 
by the common meafiires of other things, it 
irould very well pais the teft. 

Ti. But men (eem in this cafe (like our 
late Legiflators ) to (et up new extraregular 
Courts ofjuftice, to try thofewhomno or- 
dinary roles will caft , yet their deiigns re- 
quire ifaould be condemn d: And we may 
condade, 'tis not the £brce of reafbn, but 
of prejudicei that makes them fo unequal to 
themtelves as to reje<3: the Sqripture , when 
they receive every thiqgelfe upon far weaker 
pounds; Hie bottom of it is, they are re- 
iblvdnottoobey its precepts; and therefore 
think it the (horteft cut to difavow its au- 
thority; for (hould they once own th^t, they 
iprould find themielves intangled in the moft 
inextricable dilemma ; that of the Pharifees 
about fohnBaptift : If we fay from heaven^ be 
mUfay^ why then didyotf mt believe him} Matt. 
%x.zi. If they confefs the Scri{Aures divine, 
they muft be (elf condemn'd in not obeying 
than. And truly men that have fuch prein- 
garments to their lufts, that they muft admit 
nothii^ that will diftorb them; do but pre- 
raricate when they call for greater evidence 
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and demonftrations : for tho(e ix){bm Sophi- 
fters will delude the mofl: manifeft convidiion i 
and like Juglers, make men disbelieve even 
their own fenfes. So that any other waies of 
evidence will be as difputable with them, as 
thofe already offer d: which is the third thing 
I propofed to confiden 

5*4. It has been (bmetimes feen in popular 
mutinies , that when blanks have been fent 
them they could not agree what to ask : and 
were it imaginable that God fliould fb hr 
court the infidelity of men, as to allow them 
to make their own demands , to fet down 
what waies of proof would perfwade them ; 
I doubt not there are many have obftinacy 
enough to defeat their own methods, as well 
as they do now God* 'Tis fure there is no 
ordinary way of convidiion left for them to 
ask. God having alr^dy ( as hath alfb been 
fliew'd) aflforded that. They muft therefore 
refbrt to immediate revelation, exped: inftant 
aflurances from heaven, that this Book we call 
the Bible is the word of God. 

jf. My firft queftion then is, in what 
manner this revelation muft be made to ap 
pear credible to them. The beft account we 
have of the ftveral waies of revelation is 
from the Jews, to whom God was pleased 
upon new emergencies* fignally to reveal 
himfelf. Thefe wei'e firft dreams ; iecondly, 
vifions s by both which the Prophets re- 
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ccived their infpirations. Thirdly, Vrim and 
Tbummim. Fourthly, the Bathcol ( as they 
term it) Thunder and voice from Heaven. 
Let us confider them diftindly, and fee whe- 
ther our Sceptical men may not probably find 
fbmewhat to diipute in every one of thefe. 
And firft for dreams, it is among us fb hard to 
diftinguiih between thofe that arife from con- 
ftitution, prepofleflion of phancy, diabolical, 
or divine infufion, that thofe that have the 
moft critically confider'd them, do rather dif- 
ference them by their matter, than any cer- 
tain difcriminating ciroimffcances : and un- 
lefs we had fbme infallible way of difcerning, 
our dependence on them may more probably 
betray than direA us. 'Tis unqueftionable 
that ufually phancy has the greateft ftroke in 
them. And if he that fhould commit himfelf 
to the guidance of his waking phancy, is not 
like to be over-wifely govern d, what can we 
exped; from his fleeping? All this and more 
may doubtlefs be fbberly enough objeded a- 
gainft the validity of our common dreams. 

f6. But admit there were now fuch di- 
vine dreams as brought their evidence along 
with them ; yet fure 'tis poffible for prejudic d 
men to refift even the cleared convidions. 
For do we not fee fbme that have made a ihifc 
to extinguifh that natural light, thofe no- 
tions which are interwoven into the very 
frame and conftitution of their minds, that 
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fb they may fin more at eafe, and wichoot re- 
Iu<9:ancy ? and fare 'tis as poffiUe for them to 
clofe their eyes iigainft ail raies from Without 
too, to refift revelation as well as inftindb s 
and more likely, by how much a tranfient 
caufe Is naturally lels operative than a per* 
manent. An inftance of this we have in Ba* 
laam^ who being in thefe nightly vifitations 
prohibited by God to go to Bala^^ and the* 
he knew then what he afterwards faies, Num. 
±3. 19. that Gad i»as not a man that he Jhmdd 
liey nor the fin ef mmn thai hejbeuld repent y yet 
he woald not take God at his firft word, but 
upon a frefh bait to his covetbufiiefs, tries a- 
gain for an anfwer more iiidulgent to his inr 
tereft. Befides;, if God (hould thus reveal him- 
felf to fbme particular perfbns^ yet 'tis beyond 
all prefident or imagination, that he fhould 
do it to every man ; and then how fiiall thofe 
who have thefe dreams, be able to convince 
others that they are divine ? 

S7* 'Tis eafy to guefs what reception a 
man that produces no other authority would 
have in tms ludicrous Age : he would certain- 
ly be thought rather to want fleep, than to 
have had revelations in it. And if faceh and 
the Patriarchs, who were thenifelves acquaint* 
ed with divine dreams, yet did not believe 
Jofephs^ any man that Ihould now pretend in 
that kind, would be fiire to fall under the 
fame irony that he did, to be entertain'd with 
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a 6ehoU ibu dremner cmmth^ Geo. 17* 19. 

fS. The iecond way of revelation by vifioa 
was, where the man was wrapt into an extaiy^ 
his (pirit for a while fafpended from all (en- 
fible comtnanication with the body, and en* 
tertain d with fupernatural light. In thefe 
the Prophets (aw emblematical refnreienta* 
tions of fbtore events, receivd knowledge of 
divine Myfteries, and commiffion and ability 
to difcharge the whole prophetick office. Now 
fuppofe God fhoald now raife as Prophets, and 
tnlpire them after this manner ; what would 
the merry men of this time fay to it> Can w« 
think that they who rally upon all that the 
fermer Prophets have writ, would look with 
much reverence on what H;he new ones ihouki 
fay ? Some perhaps would conftrue their ra^ 
ptures to be but like Mahomets Epilepfy; 
others a fit of frenzy, others perhaps a being 
drunks rvith new wine ASt. z. 13. but thofe 
that did the moft fbberly confider it, would 
fiill need a new revelation to atteft the truth 
of this : there being far more convincing ar- 
guments to prove the Scriptures divine, than 
any man canalledge to prove hisinfpiration 
to be fb. And 'tis fure a very irrational mc^^' 
thod, to attempt the clearing of a doubt by 
fbmewhat which is it felf more doubtful. 

f 9. A third way, was by %)rim and Titm^ 
mim^ which Writers tell us was an Oracle re* 
fulting from the Letters which were graven 
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in the High Priefts Pectoral, to which in all 
important doubts the Jews of thofe Ages re- 
fbrted, and receiv d re(pon(es$ but whether it 
were by the fuddain prominency, or refplen- 
dency of the letters, or by any other way, is 
not material in this place to enquire: on^ 
thing is certain, that the Ephod, and confe- 

3uently the Pedoral was in the Priefts cu(lo- 
y, and that he had the adminiftration of the 
whole affair. Now I refer it toconfideration, 
whether this one circumftance ^ould not (to 
thofe prejudiced men I fpeak of) utterly eva- 
cuate the credit of the Oracle. They have 
taught themfelves to look on Prieft-hood , 
whether Legal or Evangelical, only as a bet- 
ter name for impofture and cofenage: and 
they that can accufe the priefts for having 
kept up a che^t for fb many Ages, muft needs 
think them fuch omnipotent Juglers, that no- 
thing can be fence againft their Legerde* 
main : and by confequence, this way of reve- 
lation would rather foment their difpleafure 
at the Ecclefiafticks, than fatisfy their doubts 
of the Scripture. 

tfo. Lastly, for the fourth way, that of 
thunder and voice from Heaven, tho* that 
would be a fignal way of conviction to unpre- 
judiced men, yet it would probably have as 
little effed: as the reft upon the others : men 
that pretend to fuch deep reafbning, would 
think it childifli to be frighted out of their 
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opinion by a clap of Thunder ; (bme Philo* 
fbphical reafbn fhall be found out, to (atisfy 
them that 'tis the efied:oniy of (bme natural 
canfe , and any the moft improbable ihall 
ferve turn to fupplant the fear of its being a 
divine teftimony to that which they are (b 
imwilling fhould be true« As for the voice 
irom Heaven, it niufl: either be heard by o- 
thers, and related to them i or elfe immediatly 
by themfelves: if the former, 'twill lie under 
the fame prejudice which the Bible already 
do's, that they have it but by hearfay : and 
reporters would fall under the reproach ei- 
ther ofdefign or frenzy; that they meant to 
deceive, or were themfelves deceiv'd by their 
own diftemper'd phancy. But if themfelves 
(houldbe Auditors of it; 'tis odds but their 
bottomlefs jealoufies in divine Matters would 
fuggeft a poflibility of fraud, tho' they knew 
not how to trace it: nay 'tis more than po(&- 
ble that they will rather disbelieve their own 
fenfes^ than in this inffcance take their tefti- 
mony with all its confequences. 

61. Nor is this a wild fuppofition : for we 
fee it poifible for not only ungle men , but 
multitudes to disbelieve their fen(es through 
an exce^ of creduhty ; witnels the Dodirine 
ofTranfubftantiation. Why may it not then 
be as poflibie for others to do the like thro' 
a greater excefs of incredulity > Befides mens 
prepoffdflSons and affe<^ions have a ftrange 
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inflaence on their Faith : mea many times 
will not foflfer them(eives tobdievethe moft 
credibk^ things, if they ciofs their inclina- 
tion. How onen do we fee irregular Patients 
that will not believe any thing that their ap- 
petite craves will do them hurt, tho' their 
Phyficians, nay, their own even (enfitive ex- 
perience atteft it to them } And can we think 
that a difeas'd mind, gafping with an Hydro* 
pick thirft after thepleauires of fin, will ever 
aflent tothofe premifes, whole conclufion will 
engage to the renouncing them ? Will not a 
luxurious voluptuous perTon be willing rather 
to give his ears the lie, to disbelieve what he 
hears, than permit them more deeply to diP' 
oblige his other fenfes, by bringing in thofe 
reftraints and mortifications which the Scri- 
pture would impofe upon them } 

6%. Thus we fee how little probability 
there is, that any of thefe waies of revelation 
would convince the(e incredulous men. And 
indeed, thofe that will not believe upon fuch 
inducements as may (atisfymen of fober rea- 
fbn, will hardly fiibmit to any other method, 
according to that Aflertion of Father Abra- 
ham^ If they hear not Moles and the Prt^beti^ 
neitber wiuthey be perjivaded^ M 0ne rofefrom 
the deady Luk. i6. 31. Now at this rate of 
infidelity, what way will they leave God to 
tnanifeft any thing convincingly to the 
world > which is to put him under an impo- 
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tency greater than adheres to humanity: 
for we men have power to communicate our 
minds to others^ tell whetherto we own fuch 
or iiich a thing to which we are intitleds 
and we can fatisfy our Auditors that it is in- 
tieed \ire that fpeak of them: but if every 
method Ood u(es , do'd rather increafe than 
fatisfy mens doubts, all intercourfe between 
God and man is intercepted ; and he muft 
do that of neceility, which Epicurus fancied 
he did of his choice ; vi^. keep himfelf uncon- 
cern d in the affairs of mortals, as having no 
way of commnnkating with them. Nay 
( what is yet, if poliibie^more abfiird ) he muft 
be fiippos'd to have put the works of his Crea- 
tion out of his own reach, to have given men 
di&ourfive facalties, and left himfelf no way 
of addrefstothem. 

tfj. These inferences how horridly fo- 
ever they found, yet I fee not how they can be 
difelaim'dbythofe, who are unfatisfied with 
alt th<^ waies by which God hath hitherto 
reveal'd himfelf to the world. For can it be 
imagind, that God who created man area- 
fbnaUe Creature, that himfelf might be glo* 
ri6ed in his free and rational obedience: 
(when alt other creatures obey upon impulfe 
and inftinA ) can it, I £iy, be imagin d, that 
he fllonld fo remifly pnrftie his own defign, as 
to let fb many AgjM pa(s fincc f he Creation, 
and never to ac^uaittt mankind with the 
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particulars wherein that obedience was to be 
exercisd* This fare werefb difagreeable to 
his wifdom and goodnefs, that it cannot be 
charged opon his will : and conleqaently 
they who own not that he has made any fuch 
revelation , muft tacitly tax him of impo- 
tence, that he could not do it. But if any 
man will fay he has, and yet rejeA all this 
which both Jews and Chriftians receive as 
(iich, let him produce his teftimonies for the ' 
others, or rather ( to retort his own meafiire) 
his demonftrations. And then let it appear 
whether his Scheme of Dodrine , or our% 
will need the greater aid of that eafy credulity 
he reproaches us with. 

64. I have now gone thro* the .method I 
propofed for evincing the Divine Original 
of the Scriptures, and fhall not defcend to 
examine thofe more minute and particular 
Cavils which profane men make againft 
them s the proof of this, virtually fiiperfeding 
all thofe. For if it be reafpnable to believe it 
the Word of God, it muft be reafbnable alfb 
to believe it of perfedlion proportionable to 
the Author » and then certainly it muft be ad- 
vanced beyond all our objeAions. For to 
thofe who except to the ftile, the incoherence, 
the contradi(3:ions, or whatever elfein Scri- 
pture ; I fhall only ask this one queftion, whe- 
ther it be not muc{i more poffible that they 
(who can pretend to be nothing aboye fal- 
lible 
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libie men) may misjudge, than that the infal- 
lible God fhoald did:ate any thing juftly lia- 
blcito thole charges : I am (are they muft de- 
part as much Kom Reafbn as Religion, to 
affirm the contrary. But alas, infteadofthis 
implicit fubmifSon to Gods Word, men take 
u^ explicit prejudices againft it, condemn it 
without ever examining the truth of the al- 
legation. 'Tis certain, that in a writing of 
fuch Antiquity, whofe original Language has 
Idioms and Phrafes {o peculiar, whofe Coun- 
try had cuftoms (b differing from the reft of 
the world s 'tis impoffible to judge of it with- 
out reference to all thofe circumftances. Add 
to this, that the Hebrew has been a dead Lan- 
guage for well nigh two thoufand years, no 
where in common ufc : nor is there any other 
ancient Bobk now extant in it, befides thole 
(yet not all neither,) of the Old Teftament. 

tf I*. N o w of thofe many who defame Holy 
Writ, how few are there that have the indu- 
ftry to enquire into thofe particulars ? And 
when for want of knowledge, fbme pafTages 
&em improper, or perhaps contradictory; 
the Scripture muft bear the blame of their 
ignorance, and be accus d as abfurd and un- 
intelligible, becaufe themfelves are ftupid 
and negligent. It were therefore methinks 
but a reafonable propofal, that no man fhould 
arraign it, till they have ufed all honeft dili- 
gence, taken in all probable help^ for the un^* 

H z derftand- 
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derftanding it : and if this might be obeatn'd^ 
I believe tnoft of its Accufers would like thofe 
of the Woman in the Goipel yo. i. 9. drop . 
away, as confcious of their own incompeten- 
cy : the loudeft out-cries that are made a« 
gainft it, being commonly of thole who fall 
upon it only as a fafliionable theme of dif^ 
courfe, and hope to acquire themfelves the 
reputation of wits by thus charging God fool'- 
i/bfy. But he that would candidly and ap*^ 
rightly endeavour to comprehend before he 
judges, and to that end indoftrioufly ufe thofe 
means which the providence of God by the 
labours of pious men hath afforded htm, will 
certainly find caufe to acquit the Scriptut^ 
of thofe imputations which our bold Criticks 
have caft upon it« I do not fay that he fhall 
have all the obfcurities of it perfectly dear'd 
to him ; but he fhall have Co many of them as 
are for his real advantage, and fliaU difcern 
fiich reafbns why the reft remain nnfathoav 
able, as may make him not only juftify, but 
celebrate the wifdom of the Author. 

66. Yet this is to be expe&ed only r^n 
the fore-mencion'd condition, t/2^. that he 
come with fincere and honeft intentions; for 
as for him that comes to the Scripture with 
defign, and wifhes to fmd matter of cavil and 
accufations; there is little doubt but that 
fpirit of impiety and profanenefs which fent 
him thither, will meet kim there as a fpirit 

of 
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of delufion, and occecation. That Prince of 
the Air wili caft fach mifts, raife fuch black 
vapours > that as the Apoftle ^^^ th^ light 
qF the glifriws Gaj^el of Cbrifijbaunot Jhine mUa 
birn^ % Cor. 4. / . Indeed were fuch a man 
left only to the natural efficacy of prejudiccy 
that is of it ielf fo Blinding, (b infatuating a 
thing, as commonly fortifies againft all con* 
vidtion. We fee it in all the common in* 
ftaqces of life i mens very fenfes are often en- 
flav d by it : the prepoileffion of a ftrong 
fancy will make the objeds of fight or hear* 
ing appear quite different firom what they 
are. But in the prefent cafe, when this ihatl 
be added to Satanical illufions, and both left 
to their operations by Gods withdrawing his 
illuminating grace, the cafe of fuch a man 
anfwers that defcription of the Scripture, They 
have eyes and fee not^ ears have they and hear mt^ 
Rom. II. 8. And that God will fb withdraw 
his grace, we have all reafbn to believe, he 
having promis d it only to the meek, to thofe 
who come with malleable dudile fpirits, to 
learn, not to deride or cavil. Saint Peter tells 
us, that the tmlearned and unftable mrefi the 
Scripture to their own defiruBion^ 2 Pet. 3. itf. 
And if God permit fuch to do fb, much more 
will he the proud and malicious. 
. 67. 1 fay not this, to deter any from the 
ftndy of Holy Scripture, but only to caution 
them to bring a due preparation of mind 

along 
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along with them ; Gods Word being like a ge- 
nerous (bveraign medicament, which if imi« 
ply and regularly taken, is of the greateft be- 
nefit i bat if mix'd with poifbn, ferves only to 
make that more fatally operative. To con- 
clude, he that would have his doubts fblv'd 
concerning Scripture, let him follow the me- 
thod our blefled Lord has prefcrib'd : Let 
him do the mil of Godj and then hejhall kjtotfi of 
the doBriney whether it he ofGody Jo. 7. 1 7. Let 
him bring with him a probity of mind, a will- 
ingne^ to aflent to ail convictions he fhall 
there meet with ; and then he will find grounds 
fufficient to alTure him that it is Gods Word, 
and confequently to be receiv d with all the 
fubmiffion and reverence, that its being fo 
exads. 
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SECT. III. 

The fubjedt matter treated of in the 
Hofy Scripture y is excellent^ as is 
alfo its end and dejign. 

TIT'E have hitherto confiderd the holy 
^^ Scripture only under one notion , as it 
is the Word of God j we come now to view 
it in the iiibjed: matter of it, the feveral parts 
whereof it condfts; whichare ib various and 
comprehenfive, that they fhew the whole is de- 
riv a &om him who is all in aBj i Con if.zi. But 
that we may not fbeak only loofely, and at 
rovers, we will take this excellent frame in 
pieces, and confider its moft eminent parts 
diftindly. Now thepartsof Holy Writ ieem 
to branch themfelves into thefe feverals : Firft, 
the Hillorical; (econdly, the Prophetick; 
thirdly, the Dodrinah fourthly, the Prece- 
ptive 5 fifthly, the Minatory 5 fixthly, the Pro* 
mifibry. Thefe are the feveral veins in this 
rich Mine, in which he who indultrioufly la- 
bours, will find the Pfalmifl: was not out in his 
eftimate, when he {»:onounces them more t0 
be defirdtban goid^ yea^ than much fine goldy PfaL 

2. To (peak firft of the Hiftorical part, 
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the things which chiefly recommend a Hi- 
ftory, are the dignity of the fubjed, the truth 
of the relation, and thofe pleafant or profita- 
ble obfervations which are interwoven with 
it. And firft, for the dignity of the fubjed:, 
the Hiftory of the Bible mull be acknowledg- 
ed to excell all others: thofe (hew the rife 
and progrefs of fome one people or Empire; 
this (hews us the original of the whole Uni- 
verfe; and particularly of man, fbrwhofe ufe 
and benefit the whole Creation was defign'd. 
By this mankind is brought into acquaint- 
ance with it felf ; made to know the ele- 
flients of its conftitution, and taught to pat 
a differing value upon that Spirit which was 
breathed into it by Godj Gen. t. 7« and the flefh 
whofe foundatim is in the dufij Job 4. 1 9. And 
when this Hiftorical part ot Scripture con- 
trails and draws into a narrow channel) when 
it records the concerns but of one Nation, 
yet it was that which God had dignified a* 
bove all the refl: of the world, mark'd out for 
his own peculiars made it the repofkory of 
his truth, and the vifible ftock from whence 
the Meflias fhould come, in whom aU th$ Na^ 
tims of the earth tperetobeUeffed^ Gen. 18. i8. 
fo that in this one peopleof the Jews, was vir- 
tually infolded the highefl: and moft impor- 
tant interefts of the whofe world; and itmuft 
be acknowledgd, no Story could have a no- 
bler fubjeft to treat of- 

3. Sb- 
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p. Secondly, as to the truth of the re- 
lation, tho to tho(e who own it Gods Word 
there needs no other proof; yet it wants 
not human Arguments to confirm it. The 
moft undoubted fymptom of fincerity in an 
Hiftoriaq is impartialityi Now this is very 
eminent in Scripture writers : they do not re- 
cord others faults, and baulk their own » but 
indifiefentty aocu(e themfelves as well as 
others. Mofis mentions his own diflBdence 
and imwiUingnefi to go on Gods meflage, Eoi. 
4. 14. his provocation of God at the waters 
oi Mtribm, I^^omb. xo. ^im& records his own 
iiillett behavioutf towardsr God, with as great 
aggravations as any of his enemies could nave 
done. PitiP m his didating Saint Mmrk^ Go- 
(pel, neither omits nor extenuates his fin ; all 
He ieems to Ipeak fiiort in, is his repentance. 
Saint JP^/iregifters himielf as the greateft of 
finners. 

4. And ^b^ they were not indigent to 
their own per£»ial£iult8, fb neither did any 
nearneis ex relation , any refpedi of quality 
bribe' tbmi to a concealment : Mofes relates 
the offi^tiee of his Siftef ISriam in nrnti- 
ning. Nu$nb. i2. i. of his Brother ^rm in 
the matter of the Calf, Ex$d. 3 a. 4, with as 
little di%uife as that of Kg^ab and his Com- 
()any. Davidf tlio' aKii^, hath his adultery 
and murd^ di^lay d in the Uackeft Chara*- 
&^z^ : and King He^ekiahf little vanity of 
I (hewing 
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fhewing his treafures do's not efcape a remark. 
Nay, even the. reputation of their Natiod 
could not biafs the Sacred Writers ; but they 
freely tax their crimes : the liraelites murmur* 
ings in the wildernefs , their Idolatries in 
Canaan , are fet down without any palliation 
or excufe. And they are asfrequently brand- 
ed for their ftubborneis and ingratitude , as 
the Canaanites are for their, abominations. 
So that certainly no Hiftory in the world do s 
better atteft its truth by this evidence of im- 
partiality. 

f* In the laft place it commends it (elf 
both by the pleaflire and profit it yields. 
The rarity of thofe events it records , fur- 
prizes the mind with a delightful admiration ; 
and that mixture of fage Difcourfes, and 
well-couch'd Parables wherewith it abounds , 
do's at once pleafe andinftruA. How inge- 
nioufly apt was Nathans Apologue to DavUy 
whereby with Holy artifice he enihar'd him in- 
to repentance? And it remains ftiil matter of 
inftrudion to us , to (hew us with what un- 
equal (cales we are apt to weigh the fanae crime 
in others and our ^ves. So al(b that long 
train of (mart calamities whic^ facceeded his 
fin, is (et out with (uch partijciilarity, that ic 
feems to be exa<3:ly the crime reverft. His 
owii luft with Bathjheba was. an(wer d with 
Amnons towards Thamar ; his mUrder of fUriak 
with that of Jmt9an i his treacheroog contri- 
vance 
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vanceof that marder, with ^i^/om/ traiteroas 
confpiracy againft him. So that every circum- 
fta&ce of his punifhment was the very Echo 
and reverberation of his gailt. A multitude 
of the like inftances might be producd oat of 
Holy Writ ; all concurring to admonifh us, 
that God exactly marks, and will repay our 
crimes 3 and that commonly with fuch pro- 
priety, that we need no other clue to guide us 
to the caufe of our fuflPerings, than the very 
fufierings themselves. Indeed innumerable are 
the profitable oblervations arifing from the 
Hiftorical part of Scripture, that flow fb eafily 
and unconftrain'd, that nothing but a ftupid 
inadvertence in the reader can make him baulk 
them : therefore 'twould be impertinent here 
to multiply inftances. 

tf. Let us next confider the Prophetick part 
of Scripture, and we fhall find it no lefs ex-- 
cellent in its kind. The Prophetick Books are 
&)r the moft part made up (as the Prophetick 
Office was) of two parts; predid:ion and in- 
ftrudlion. When God raisd up Prophets, 
'twas not only to acquaint men with ruture 
events, but to reform their prelent manners : 
and therefore as they are called Seers in one 
relped, (b they are Watchmen and Sheep- 
herds in another. Nay, indeed the former 
was often (ubfervient to the other as to the 
nobler end ; their gift of fore-telling was to 
gain them authority, to be as it were the feal 
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of their commiffion , to convince men that 
they were fenc from God : and fb to ren* 
der them the more pliant to their reproof 
and admonitions* And the very matter oi* 
their prophecies was udially adapted to this 
end : the denouncing of jadgements being 
the moft frequent Theme^ and that defign d 
to bring men to repentance s as appears ex^ 
perimentally in the cale of tUmveb^ And in 
this latter part of their office, the Prophets 
ad:ed with the greateft incitation and vehe- 
mence. 

7. With what liberty and zeal do s Elijah 
arra^n Jbab of NabotVs murder, and fore* 
tell the fatal event of it, without any fear 
of his power, or reverence of his greatnefs > 
And Samuel^ when he delivers Satd the fatal 
mefl&ge of his rqe<%ion, dos pailtonately 
and convincingly expoftulate with him con- 
cerning his fin, I Sam. i r- 17. Now the very 
fame Spirit ftill breaths in all the prophetic^ 
Writii^s, the fame truth of predi<3:ion, and 
the fame zeal againft vice. 

8. First for the predidions, whatfignal 
completions do we find .> How exadly are all 
the denunciations of judgments fulfilled, where 
repentance has not intervened } He that 
reads the x%. chap, of Detd. and compares it 
with the Jews calamities, both under the.- 
Affyrians and Babylonians, and efpecialiy 
under the Romans, would think their op^ 

preflbrs 
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prcSbrs had confolted it, and tranfcrib'd 
their feverities thence. And even thefe Na« 
tions, who were the inftruments of accom^ 
plifhing thofe difmal prefages, had their own 
ruins foretold, and as pund:ually executed. 
And as in Kingdoms and Nations^ fo to pri«« 
rate peribns none of the prophetick threat- 
nings ever return'd empty. The fentence 
pronounc d againft jfbab^ fe^M^ and their 
pofterity, was iolfiird even to the moft minute 
circumftances of place and manner $ as is 
evident by comparing the denunciation of 
Elijah^ 1 Kings ori. 19. 23. with their tragical 
ends recorded in the following chapters. And 
as for Jibuy whofe fervice God was pleafed 
to a(e in that execution^ tho* he rewarded it 
with entailing the Crown of Jfrael on him 
for foar defcents^ yet he fore-told thofe 
(hould be the limits: and accordingly we find 
:g^bmiah^ the fourth defcendent of his line^ 
was the laft of it that fate on that throne^ 
^l^ngs If. 10. So alfb the deftru£tion of 
JcUtopbel and Jad^^ the one immediate, the 
other many hundred years remote, are fore- 
told by Davidi PfaL 109* and we find exactly 
anfwer'd in the event. 

9* N o R was this exa^nefs confin d only to 
the ievere predictions, but as eminent in the 
more gracious. All the blefiings which God 
by himielf^ or the Miniftry of his Prophets 
promis'd, were ftiU infallibly made good. 

At 
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At the time of life God return'd and vifited 
Sarah with conception , notwithftanding 
tho(e natural improbabilities which made 
her not only diftruft, but even deride and 
laugh at the promife, Gen. i8. The pofterity 
of that Son of Promife, the whole race of 
jtbraham was deliver'd from the Egyptian 
bondage, and poflefs'd oiCanaan^ at the precife 
time which Cxod had long before fignified to 
jtbraham^ Gen. ty. So like wife the return of 
the Jews from the Babylonifli captivity was 
fore-told many years before their deporta- 
tioni and Cyrus named for their reftorer, 
before he had either name or being fave only 
in Gods prefcience, If. 44. 28. But I need 
not multiply inftances of national or perfb- 
nal promifa. The earhefl: and moft compre- 
henfive promife of all was that of the Mef^ 
iiah, in whom all perfbns and Nations of the 
world were to be bleft^ Gen. 22. 11. that feed 
of the woman that footdd hrutfe the Serpents 
heady Gen. }• i f. ±0 htm give aU the Prophets 
witnefsj zs Saint Peter obferves, jfBs i o. And 
he who was the fubjed:, made himfelf alfb the 
expounder of thofe prophecies in his walk 
to Emmaus with the two Dilciples, Luk. 24. 1 5. 
beginnif^ at Mofes, and aU the Prophets^ he 
expounded to them in aU the Scriptures y the 
things concerning himfelf. 

10. This as it was infinitely the greateft 
bleiBng afforded mankind, (b was it the moft 

fre* 
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freqaently and eminently predideds and that 
with the moil exad: particularity as to all the 
circumftances. His immaculate conception , 
the union of his two natures implied in his 
name ImtMnuel 5 Behold a Virgin jhall conceive 
and bear afon^ andjhall call his name Immanueh 
is moft plainly fore- told by Ifaiah chap. 7. 14. 
Nay, the very place of his birth (b pund:ually 
fore*told , that the Friefts and Scribes could 
readily refolve Herods Queftion upon the 
ftrength of the Prophecy , and aflure him 
Chriit mud be born in Bethlehem^ Mat. 2. f . As 
for the whole bufine^ and defign of his life^ 
we find it (6 defcrib'd by Ifaiah ^ chap. 61. 
as Chrift himfelf owns it, Luke 4. i8. The 
f^irit of the Lord is upon me ^ becaufe he hath 
appointed me to preach goodtidims to the meek i 
hehath fent me tabtndup the br^^^ hearted^ ta 
proclaim liberty to the captives^ and recover-- 
ing ofjight to the blind ^ ^^/^^ ^^ liberty them 
that are bruifed^ to preach the acc^table year if 
the Lard. 

lu If wee look farther to his death, the 
greateft part of the Old Teftament has a 
dired: afpedi on it. All the Levitical oeco- 
nomy of Sacrifices and Ablutions were but 
prophetick Rites , and ocular Predidions of 
that one expiatory Oblation. Nay moft of 
Gods providential difpenfations to the Jews 
carried in them types and prefigurations of 
this. Their refcoe from ^ypt^ the /prink- 
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ling of blood to (ecure ihem from the de* 
ftroyii^ Angel ; the Manna with which they 
were wdy the Rock which fupplied them 
water : theft and many more referr d to 
Cbrift) as their 6nal and bighefk figaifica^ 
tio0« 

12. But befides thefe darker adombrati*^ 
ons> we have ( as the Apoftle fpeaks ) a mare 
Jure Tpord of prepbecy. Saint ?eur in his calcu- 
lation begins wi\iMofesy takes in Samuely and 
the whole foGceffioa of Prophets after him, 
as bearing witnefs to this great CTent of 
Cbrifts pwiony JBs 4. aa. 14. And indeed be 
that reads the Prophets confideringly, (hall 
find it (b pundhially deferib'd, that the Evan* 
^liits do not much more fully inftrqift him 
an the circumftances of it Darnel tells us his 
death, as to the kind of it, was to be violent: 
The. MeJSab JbaU be cut ^; and as. to the de* 
£gn of it 'twas mtfar himfe^y D^n. 9, zi. Biit 
the Prophet i/^MA gives n^ more than a bare 
negative account of its and exprefsly iaies, 
be wM wounded for om dm^effienf y be was 
iruifed for our iniquiHet ; w chafliifement of 
o¥r pe$(ie WM on bm^ and by hi firipes we were 
kealedj chapu %i. f. And again, yer. le. Tbo» 
JbaU makfi bn Soul an cfferingfor Jhi and ven 
XI. my riibte^ous Servant JMljufiify numy^fof 
he jhall hear their imqukiei. Notisyob^ an Ida* 
mean, much fhort of eveo. this Evangelical 
Prophet^ in thatihort Creed of hi$> wherein he 

owns 
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oirns him as his Redeemer, I know that my I{e^ 
deimer livetb^&c^ Job. lo. 2f. 

i^ And as the cndy fbthe circumftances 
of hisfuftdngs are moft of them under pre- 
di&iaa: Hisextention upon theCrois is men- 
tioned by thcPfalmift: Thiy pierced my handf^ 
and my feet y I may tell ali my hwes^ Pfal. za. 
x6^\7^ As for his imrard dolours, they are in 
that Pfaim fb pathetically dtfcrib'd > that 
Cbrift chcfe that: rery fibrnr to breath them 
cutin: My Crui, myGadywIjy bafithoufiirfakin 
fM> ver. i« So his revilers did aUb traafcribe 
|xirtof their reproadies from ven %. He trnfi^ 
ed in G^dj let oimf detifvet him mmifhe mil have 
himy Matt* 27^4.3^ That Vinegarwhich was 
offered him on the Crofiy was a completion 
of a Prophecy ^ In my dnrfi they gave Mr 
VineMt t$ drink^y PlaLdf. ai^ tbe piercii^of 
his fide was exprefidy fore-tdid by J^a€hwy i 
they JhcM kak^am him wbem they haw pierced ^ 
Zach^ iol 12. The company in which he fuf- 
fer'd, and tbe intCTmcnt he had, are alio inti* 
matfd by Ifaiahf Fie made hie Grave vpitb the 
tnciedy aied vriththe rich in bii deathj Ifai. fi. 9. 
Nay even the dilpofal of his Garments was 
nor wichonc a Prophecy : th^ parted mj Gar- 
rnmns amaa^ themj and ^mmyFefitaedidtb^ 
caji Lets J Ptohn aa. tt.Here are a cloud of wie- 
iiSkles which as they (erte eminently to atteft 
the truth of the Chriftian Retigion ; lb do they 
toi eyince the excellency of the Saaed Scrip* 
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ture, as to the verity of the PrQphecick part. 
14. As to the admonitory part of the 
Prophetick Writings, they are in their kind 
no way inferiour to the other. The reprobft 
are audioritative and x:onyincing. What pier* 
cing e^probations do we find of Ifraels in- 
gratitude > How often are they upbraided 
with the better examples of the brute Crea* 
tures? with the Ox and the Afs by Ifaiaby 
Ghap. I. 3. with the Stork, and the Crane, 
and the Swallow, by Jeremiah^ Chap. 8. ?• 
Nay the conftancy of the Heathen to their 
falfeGodsisinftancd to reproach their revolt 
from the true. Hath a Nation chm^d their 
Gods which yet are* no Gods} hut my People 
have changd their Glory for that which doth not 
profit J Jen 2. 11. (What awful, what Majeftick 
reprefentations do we find of Gods power, to 
awake their dread ! Fear ye not not me faith the 
Lord} wiU ye not tremble at m prefence i who 
have placd the Sands for the hounds of the Sea 
by a perpetual decree^ that it cannot pafs over > 
and tho the Waves thereof tofs themjelves^ yet 
can they not prevail ; tho' they roar^ yet can they 
^tpajs over itj Jer, 22. And again, Thus faith 
the High and lofty one that inhabiteth Eternity^ 
Tvhofe name u Hofy : / dwell in the High and Holy 
Place^ If f7. IS. So we find him defer ib(d as 
a God Glorious in Holtnefs^ fearful in Praifis, do^ 
it^ Wonders^ Exod. if. ii* Thefeand many 
other the like heights of Diyine eloquence we 
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neet with in the Prophetick Writings : which 
cannot but ftrike us with an awful reverence 
pf the Divine Power. 

If. Nor are th^y lefs Pathetick in the 
gentler ftrains. What inftance is there of the 
greateft tendernefs and love, which God has 
not adopted to express his by } He perfbnates 
all the neareft and moft endearing relations: 
that of a Husband ; I rvill Marry thee to my 
Jtlf^ HqC 2. 19. of a Father 3 I am a Father 
to lilrael, ois^Ephraim umyfirfi Bm-ni nay, he 
vies Bowels with the tender Sex, and makes 
it more poffible for a Mother to renounce her 
eompaffions ttmards the Son of her Womb^ than 
for hfm to with-draw his, I fa. 49. if. By all 
thefe endearments, the(e cords of a man^ thefe 
bands ^ tove^ as himfelf (tiles them^ Hof. 1 1. 4. 
endeavouring to draw his people to their du- 
ty, and their happinefs. And when their per- 
verfnefs fruftrates all this his Holy Artibces 
how paffionately do's he expoftulate with 
them ? how, fblemnly proteft his averfneii 
to their ruin? Why tviB ye die Houfe of If- 
rael? for 1 have "no pleafure in the death of him 
that diethy faith the Lord Godj Ezek, 1 8. 3 1, 32. 
with what regrets and relenting do's he think 
of abandoning them ? >How JhaU I give thee 
tip Ephfaim > Hotp JhaU I deliver thee Ifrael? 
now JhaU I makg thee as Admah ?' HowJbaS 
I Jet thee as Zeboim ? my Heart is turnd with- 
in mcy my repentings are kindled together i Hof. 

K 2 If- 
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II. S, In fliorc, 'twere endleft to nip^ the 
places iQ thefe Prophetick Books , wherein 
God do's thus condefcend to iblicit even the 
fenfiuve pare of maa i. and (liat with fQch 
moviqg Rhetorkk, that I cannot but wonder 
at the exception fom^ of our late Cdticks 
make againft the Bibk» ibr its defed in that 
particulars for Oratory is nothing butadcK* 
trous application to tl^ afie^ions andi paffions 
of men. And certainly we find not that done 
with greater advantage any where th^n in Sa- 
cred Writ. 

i6, y e T it was not the defign of the Prof 
phets (non^orethaoof the Apoftle) to take 
men with ^uile; zC$r. la. i6. to inveigle 
their ajSe<^ions unaware to their underfUnd- 
ings; but they addre(s as well to their rea^^ 
foils, m,ake folemn apfieals to their judicative 
£icu|ties. And no2v judge I fray oetwesn me 
and my Vineywr4^ 6yB ija. f. 3, Nay, <|od 
by the Prophet J%4^>/ (pleowlyr pie^ds his^ 
own caafe before them, vindicates the equity 
of his proceedings from the afper^ons they 
had caft ori th^mi and by moft irrefragaj>le 
Argumente. refutes tbjit injurious Proverb 
which went current among them i and in the 
clole appeals to themfelves, Houfe cflQsicl 
are mt my ways equals are not your way4umqual> 
£zek. 1%. th^ evidences were fb clear that ha 
remits the mauer to their own determina** 
tion; And generally we ffaall find t;h^ among 
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all the Topick$of diflWafion from fin, there is 
none more cb&ly preft, than that of the folly 
of it. Idolatry was a fin to which Jfrael had 
a great propenfioni and againft which mofl: 
of the Prpphets admonitions were dire^^ed* 
And certainly it can never be more expoa'd, 
and the ibttifli anreaibnablenefs of it better 
di/play'd, than we find it in the 44. Chap, of 
Ifaiab. In like manner we may read the Pro- 
phet 7(^£my difiwading from the fame fin by 
Arguments of the moft irrefragable cpnvi* 
d:ion, /i^. io« 

1 7« A N D as the Prophets omitted nothing 
as to the manner of their addreis, to render 
their exhortations tSe&nil^ the matter of 
them was likewise Co confiderable as to com^ 
maud attention. It was commonly either the 
recalling them from their revolts and Apo- 
dacies from God by Idolatry, or elfe to con- 
vince theo;i of theinfignificancy of all thole 
l^al Ceremonial performances they fb much 
confided in, when taken up as z JuperfedeM 
to moral dnties. Upon this account it is, 
that they often depreciate , and in a mao-^ 
ner prohibit theiblemneft of their Worihips. 
T4^ wbae purpoje are the multitude cf your S(h 
crifices unto me ^ brir^ no more vain Oblations z 
iwenfe i$ an abomination to me^ the new Moons 
and JMatbsy tbe calling of JJfemblies I cannop 
away toitbt it u Iniquity even your Jolemn 
meetings^ i^c. If i« ix. ij. Not that theie 
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diin^s \^re in themfelves r^royables for they 
were all commanded by Gods bat becaufe the 
few8 depended fb macfa on thefe external 
obfervances ^ that they thought by them to 
commute fer the tpeigbtier maiters of the Law 
(as our Saviour after ftiles them) Judgement^ 
Mercy and Fakhj Mat. 23.23. look'd on thefe 
rites which difcriminated them ftom other 
Nations, as difpenfations from the univer^ 
iai obligations of nature and common ju- 
ftice. 

18. This deceit of theirs is (harply up-, 
braided to them by the Prophet y^r^wy ; where 
he calls their boails ot the Temple of the Lord^ 
the Temple of the Lord^ lying words ; and on 
the contrary^ lays the whole ftrefi of their 
obedience, and expe&ation of their happi- 
ne^ on the juftice and innocence of their 
converfation, Ch. 7. 4. And after do's fmart- 
ly reproach their infblence in boldly refbrting 
to that houfe, which by bringing their fins 
along with them, they made but an Afylum, 
and Sanduary for thofe crimes. WiU ye fieal^ 
murder and commit adultery^ and fwear falfely^ 
and burn incenfe to Baal , and walk after other 
Gods whom ye Imow not^ and come and Jiand be* 
fore me in thu bbufe > Is thu houfe which u call'^ 
ed by my name become a Den of robbers in your 
^es ? Chap. 7. 9, 10, 1 1. Indeed all the Pro- 
phets feem to confpire in this one defign, of 
tnaking them Ipok thro' fhadows and ceremo- 
nies, 
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nies, to that inward parity, Juftice and Ho- 
nefty, which they weredefignd to inculcate, 
not tofupplant. And thisdefign as it is in it 
Iclf moft excellent, moft worthy the command 
of God, and the nature of man ; fb we have 
feen that it has been purfued by all the moft 
apt, and moft powerful mediums , that the 
thing or perfbns addreft to were capable of; 
and fo that the Prophets are no left eminent 
for the difcharge of this exhortatory part of 
their office, than they were in the former, of 
the predi(Sting. 

19. The next part of Scripture we are to 
confider , is the Dodlrinal 5 by which 1 (hall 
not in this place underftand the whole com- 
plex of Faith and Manners together s but re- 
ftrain it only to thofe Revelations which are 
the objed: of our Belief; and thefe are fo fub- 
^ime , as fliews flefh and blood never reveald 
them. Thofe great myfteries of our Faith , 
The Trinity, the Incarnation, the Hypoftati- 
cal union, the Redemption of the world by 
making the oflfended party the Sacrifice for 
the offence, are things of fb high and abftrufe 
fpeciilation , as no finite underftanding can 
fully fathom. 1 know their being fo is by 
fome made an Argument for disbelief; but 
doubtlefs , very injuftly : for (not to infift 
upon the different natures of Faith and 
Science, by which that becomes a proper ob- 
jeiSt of the one which is not of the other ) our 
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non-com prehenGon is rather an indication 
that they have a higher rife , and renders it 
infinitely improbable that they coold fpring 
from mans invention. For 'twere to fuppofe 
too great a difproportion between haman fa- 
culties to think men could invent what tbem- 
fetves could not underftand. Indeed theie 
things lye (bmuch out of the road of human 
imagination, that 1 dare appeal to the breafts 
of the moft perverle gain-fayers, whether ever 
they could have fallen into their thoughts 
without fuggeftion from without. And there- 
fore 'tis a malicious contradidion to rejed: 
thefe truths becaufe of their diflbnancy from 
human reafbn, and yet at the lame time to 
afcribe their original to man. But certainlv 
there can be nothing more inconfiftent with 
mere natural reafon, than to think God can 
be> or do no more tnan man can comprehend 
Never any Nation or perfbn that own'd a 
Deity, did ever attempt fb to circumfcribe 
him: and it is proportionable only totheli* 
centious profanenefs of thefe latter days,thus to 
meafiire immenfity and omnipotence by our 
narrow (bantling, 

20. The more genuine and proper cfkCb 
of thefe fupernatural truths is, to raife our ad- 
miration of that Divine Wildom, whofe ways 
are fb pafi finding out ; and to ^ive us a \oS!t 
fenfe of diat infinite diftance which is between 
it, and the highefl: of that reafbn wherein we 

fo 
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ia pride oiut: feL^es^ Aqdfibe great propriety 
thdeDoArineslsaveto that end may well be 
xeckon d as one part of thsir excellency. 

21. Ind&e^o thereis no part of our holy 
Faith, bnti9rymtar«llyprcui<u9l:iveof fomepe- 
coliar virtue $ as the whole Stheme togetner 
engages us to ttenniver&Uy Holy in aUtnan- 
ner tf canvipjatim.^ i Pet x. i y. And it is the 
inpereminenc advantage true Religion hath 
over all falfe ones, that it tends to Co lauda« 
bleanend. 

a2« The Theology of the Heathens was 
in many inftances anextradiand quinteflence 
of vice. Tbair moft fblemn Rites, and 3a- 
cred'ft Myfteries iv«re of filch a nature , that 
inftead of refining and elevating , they cor- 
rupted and debaied their Votaries ; immers d 
diem in all thofe abominable pollutions which 
ibber nature abhorr d^ Whereas the princi- 
{>Ies of our Faith ierve to fpiritualize and r^ 
diifie us, to raife us as much above mere man^ 
hood astheirs caft them below it. 

23. Akd as they are ofthisvafl: advaritagti 
to us, fo alio are they joft to God, in giving us 
ri^t notions of him. What vile unworthy 
appreheniidns had the Ifeathen of their Dei- 
ties , intitling them not only to the paffions 
JMit even to the crimes of men , making 5^ 
fnter an adultemr , M^iury a Chief, Baami ^ 
drunkard, Gfe^ proportionably of the reft? 
Wheieai oor Cod is reprelett«ed to 11s as an 

L eflence^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



«2 The Chrifiiam Birth rigkj &c. 



eflence, fb fpiritua!, and incorporeal, that we 
mnft l^ anbodied oar felves before we caa 
perfediy conceive what he is : fb far from the 
impotent aflPe(3:ions and inclinations of men, 
that he has neither parts, norpafEonss and 
is fain to veil himfelf under that difguife, to 
ipeak fbmecimes as if he had, merely in con- 
cfefcention to our. gro&r faculties. And a* 
gain, (b far from being an example, a patron 
of vice, that his eyes are t09 pure to behold ini-- 
guityy Hab. 1. 13. Holinefsis aneflential part 
of his nature , and he mufl: deny himfelt to 
put it ofil 

' 24. The greateft defcent that ever he made 
to humanity was in the incarnation of the 
fecond perlbn : yet ^ven in that, tho' he was 
linked with a finful nature, yet he prefervd 
the perfbn immaculate; and while he had all 
the fins of the world, upon him by imputa- 
tion , (ufier d not any one to be inherent in 
him. 

ay. To conclude , the Scripture defcribes 
our God to us by all thofe glorious Attributes 
of infinity, Power and Juftice, which may ren- 
der him the proper objed; of our Adorations 
and Reverence : and it delcribes him alio in 
thofe gentler Attributes of Goodnefi , Mer* 
qr and Truth, wbich may excite our love o^ 
and dependence on him. The^ are reprefen« 
tations fbmething worthy of God, andfuchas 
imprefs upon our mind great thoughts of him* 

26. But 
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2<J. But- never did the Divine Attributes 
ib concnr to exert themielved) as in the myflie- 
ry of oar Redemption: whcxe his Juftice was 
iatisfied without : diminutibn to his Mercys 
and his Mercy without entreoching on his Ju-^ 
ftice: his Hdiinefs mo& e&iinent in his indi- 
gnation againft fin, and yet his Love no iefs 
fo in fparir^ finners: the/e contradiiflions 
being reconctFd, this difcord compos'd into 
harmony by hi^ infinite Wifdom- This is that 
ftupendous Myibry into which the At^els de* 
fir a to looiy i Pet. 1.12, And this is it which 
by tie Gojpelisfreachd mtousi as it foUowSy 
ver. zs. - 

a7. Anp as the Seriptute gives us thisi 
knowledge of God, fb it do's alfb of our (elves i 
in which two, all profitable knowledge is com* 
prifed. It teaches us how vile we were in our 
original duft ; and how. oiuch viler yet in our 
fall, which would have, iunk us below our 
firft principles, lent us/not only to earth, but 
helL It ihews tl^ impoteujce of our lapied 
eftate 5 that w6 are m^ able of om^ felves fo 
much as to tkink^ a good thought : and it fhews 
us alfb the di^ty of our renovated eftate, 
that we are heirs of Gody and fellow heirs with 
Cbrifi^ R6in.1t. 17* yet leftr this might puff us 
up with iiii0:|^ep hopes, it plainly acquaints 
us with the condition on which this depends^ 
that it muft be our obedience both a^^ive and 
pafliye> which is to intitle us to it : that we 
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fliaft be faithful to death, ifw mesa to Merit 
aeronm of Life, Rev. &. lo. and i^t we mu^ 
jefftr with Chrift, tfwe mS he gkrifiedwith him, 
Horn. 8. 17. And upon rai^)ofitioB that we 
perform oar parts of the condition, it gives us 
the moft certain alSiranc^ encmes Gods ve^ 
racity that he will not £iil oil nis. By this it 
fives as fapport againft all ^e advei^ties of 
lift { afTuring us tbefvfferit^s vfh ^tre not wor* 
riy to he compwrtd with the^^en^ m exfpeS^ 
Rom. i. 18. yea, atidagainrc'tbe terrors of 
deadb too; by afiarin^ ns that what we look, 
cm as a diflblation, n bat a teinp£>rary part* 
ing i and we only pat off our bodies, that they 
may pat off corritptiion, and bs cloathed with 
Inunortality. 

28. These and die like are the Dodrines 
the Hdly Scriptare otifers^ to ust and we may 
certainly fay, they tt€ faithful fayings, and 
worthy of aU aeeefUttion, 1 Tim. 4. 9. The 
imbtions it gives us of God ace 3^ fublime and 
great, th^t they cannot bat a£feft us wich re^ 
Verence, and admiratiofi ; and yet withal, fb 
amiable and endearing that they cidunot bat 
raife love and gratitude, affiance and de- 
light, ^ ' , i . 

29. And^ which is yet ffiorJfc^ the milder 
Attributes are apt toinfpirie^wichagene- 
toas vnbition oi affiHUilatioh'} >txcit& us to 
tranfcribe all his imitAble ^Sellencies} in 
which the very Heathois dcial4 ^(cern con- 
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£fted the accompltihtnent of homan feli- 
city. 

30. And then the knowk^ it gives U8 of 
oar iel?es do*s us the kindeft offiee imagina« 
ble; Keeps us front thoie fWelling thoughts 
we are too apt to entertain, and fliews us the 
neceffity of bottoming oar hopes apon a 
firmer foundation : and then again keeps as 
from being lazy or iecure) by mewing us the 
nec^cyof oorownendeavoors. In aword, 
it teaches as to be hamble and indaftrioa% 
and whoever is €0 ballafted can hardly be (hip- 
wrack'd. 

$u Thesb are the excellencies of the Do- 
^inial port of the Scriptures, which aUb rea- 
ders them moft aptly preparatiye for the pre* 
ceptive. And indeed, (b they were defign d: 
the CredindazoA die Aifnda being fuch infe- 
parable relations, that whoever parts then^ 
ibrfeits the advantage of both. The moft fb- 
lemn (Hrofeffion of Chrift, the moft importu* 
nate invocations^ Lord, Lord, will fignifieno* 
thing to them which d$ mtthe things ubicb be 
ftysy Mat. 7* And how excellent, how ratio* 
nai thofe precepts are which- the Scripture 
{NTopofes CO as from him, is oar next point of 
Gonfideration. 

3a. Thb firft Law which Gpd gave to 
mankind was that of nature. And tho' the 
impreffions of it apon the mind be by Adami 
fau exceedingly dimm'd and defacd^ yet 
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that derogates nothing from the dignity and 
worth of that Law, which God has been fafec 
from cancelling, that he &ems'tohare made 
it the rule and fqaare of his fnbfequent Laws ^ 
ii> that nothing is injoin'd in thole, but what 
is confonant and agreeable to that. The Mo** 
sal Law giveit^ in the Decalogue to the Jews, 
the Evangelical. Law given in the Gbfpel to 
Chriftians, ^baivethis natural Law for thtir ba*' 
£s and foundatiom They licence nothing 
which that ptohibits, and very rarely ptoh^^it 
any thing;whi4hi:t licences. i :> ( f\. 

33- *T I s true, Chrift in his Sermon oil the 
Mount, raii^s Chriftians to aigreater ftri£kne(s 
than the Jews! thought thetnfdvfes obl^dr to^> 
but that was. not by contradicting edtfier the 
natural, or moral Law, but by refcuingthe 
latter fromthoie corruptions which the falfe 
gloiTes of the Scribes and Pharifees hadiAixd 
with it s and reducing it to its primitive in- 
tegrity, and extent. In a word, asthe-Deca-^ 
logue was given to repair the Defacings, and 
renew the impreffions of the natural Laws 
io the precepts of the Gofpel were deii^'d to 
revive and illuftrate both. -And accordingly 
we find Chrift, in the matter of Divorce, calk 
them back to this natural Law i In th begin^ 
mng it was mtfi^ Mat. 19.8* I fky not but that 
even thefe natural notions are in fome ia* 
fiances refind and elevated by Chrift 5 thefe- 
cond Mam being to repair the fall of the firft 
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with advantage : but yet he ftill builds upoa 
that ground- work, introduces nothing chat 
is inconfiftent with it. 

34. And this accordance between thefe 
ieveral Laws is a circumftance that highly re- 
commends Scripture precepts to us. We can* 
not imagine but that God who made man for 
no other end but to be an inftrument of his 
glory , and a recipient of all communicable 
parts of his happinefs^ would affign him fuch 
rales and meafures as were moft conducive to 
tho(e ends. And therefore fince the Scripture 
injund:ions are of the fame mould, we mufl 
conclude them to be fuch as tend to the perfe- 
ction of our being; the making us what God 
originally intended us : and ne that would 
not be that) will certainly chufe much worle 
forhimfelf. 

3 f. I know there have been prejudices taken 
up againfl; the precepts ofChrift, as if they im- 
posed unreafbnable , unfupportable ftridinef^ 
us upon men : and fbme have aflum'd liberty 
to argue mutinoufly againft them; nay, a- 
gainfr God too for putting fuch natural appe- 
tites into men, and then forbidding them to 
latisfiethem. 

Sd* But the ground of this cavil is the 
not rightly diflinguifhing of natural appe- 
tites y which are to be difierenc'd according 
to the two ftates of redtitude and deprava- 
tion: thofe of the firft rank are th^ apfietites 

God 
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God pat into man; and thofe were all ngii>- 
lar and innocent, (iich as. tended to thepre^ 
fervation of his being : nature in its firft inte«- 
grity meaforing its defires by its needs. Noi^ 
Chrifts prohibitbns aiie not direi^d againtt 
thefe, he forbids no one kind of thefe defires. 
And tho* the precepb of (elf-denial may (ome- 
times reftrain us in fbme particular a^; yet 
chat is bat proportional^ to that reftraint 
jfiiam was under in relation to the forbidden 
Tree, a particular inftance of bis obedienoc^ 
and fence of hisfafety. So that if men would 
confider nature under this its firft and befl: no^ 
tion , they cannot accufe Chrift of being ie<* 
vere to iL 

37. But tis manifeft they take it in an^^ 
other acceptation, andmean that corruption of 
nature which inordinately inclines to feafitive 
things ; and on this account they call their 
riots, their luxuries , appetites put into them 
by God: whereas 'tis manifeft Aefc were fuper- 
induced from another coaft : The wife man 
gives us its true pedigree in idiat he iays of 
death, which is its twin^^fifler : By the envy of 
the devil came death into tbemmrld^ Wifd. 2. 24* 
And can they exped: that Chrift who came to 
deftroy tbeworJ^ of the devil^ i Joh. $.%. fliould 
firameLaws in their £iyDur, make Ads of to- 
leration and indulgence for them? This were 
to annul the whole defignof hiscomii^ into 
the world, which was to reftore us from our 
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laps'd eftate , and elevate us to thofe higher 
degrees of parity which he came not only to 
prefcribe, biit to exemplifie to us. , 

3t. But in this afi^ir men often take na- 
ture in a yet wilder and worfe. notion , and un-» 
der natural defires comprehend whatever upon 
any fort of motive they have a mind to do. 
The awe of a Superior, the importunity of a 
companion, cuftom, and example^ make men 
do many ill things , to which their nature 
would never prompt them 5 nay, many times 
iiich as their nature reludSs to, and abhors. 
'Tis certainty thus in all debauchery ^and ex-« 
cefi. 'Tis evident, it gratifies no mans nature 
to be drunk, or to lie under undigefted loads 
of meats: the^ are out-rages and violences 
upon nature, take it only m the moft fenfi* 
tive notion, fuch as fhe ftruggles to avert : and 
yet men make her bear, not only the oppreP 
iion, but the blame too. . 

39. But befides 'tis to be confider'd , that 
the nature ofamac) includes Teafon as well as 
ienfe, and to this all forts of luxury are yet 
more repugnant, as that which clouds the 
mind 9 and degrades the mail( who in his con- 
ftitution is a rational being ) and fots him in 
the rank of rtiere Animals : and certainly thefo 
can be no appetites of nature, ' which thus fub- 
vert it. ■' -^.. i.' • 

40. Tim i^ie may be faidiioxicernrng rjc- 
venge, ptf tictilarly that Idsfdrdeft foct of it, 

M Duels I 
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Duels » which certainly are as great contradi- 
d:ions to nature as can be imagin d, the unra« 
veiling and cancelling its veryfirft principle 
of felf^prefervation, ( which in other inftan- 
ces men bring in bar againft duty. ) And yet 
men will fay the generofity of their natures 
compels them to it ; fb making their na* 
ture a kind oi feh de Je to prompt the de* 
ftroying it felf : when alas 'tis only the fal(e 
notion they have got of honour that {o en- 
gages them. And if men would but (bberly 
confider, they muft be convincd that there 
is nothing more agreeable to reafbn than 
that precept of Chrift of not retaliating in- 
juries ; which isinefied: but to bid us to chufe 
a iingle inconvenience beifore a long train of 
mifchiefs. And certainly if nature even in 
its deprav d eftate were left to determine, it 
would refblve it a better bargain to go o£F 
with a reproachful word, than to lofe a limb^ 
perhaps a life in the revenas of it. There 
being no maxim more indifputable , than 
that of evils the leaft is to be chofen. And 
the innate principle of felf love do's more 
ftrongly biafs nature to preferve, than any 
external thing can to deftroy it felf 

41. I know, 'twill befaidto this, that re- 
venge is a natural appetite : but I fay ftill,felf- 
prefervation is more fb i and would prevail 
againft as much of revenge as is natural, were 
it not heightned and fortified by fancy, and 

that 
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that Chimera of point of honour, which, as it 
is now ftated, is certainly one of the moft em^- 
pty nothings that ever was brought in balance 
with (olid interefts. And indeed 'tis to belie 
nature, and fuppofe it to have forfeited all 
degrees of reafon, as well asvertue, tofaften 
fb abfurd a choice upon her. But admit tc^ 
vrage to be never (b much the didiate of cor- 
rupt nature ; 'tis certain 'tis not of primitive 
regular nature. Revenge is but a relative to 
injury : and he that will fay God put the ap- 
petite of revenge into man, muft (ay he put 
the appe(ite of injury into him al(b : which 
is filch an account of the iixth days creation, 
as is hardly confiftent with Gods own tefti^ 
mony of its being very good^ Gen. i. 

42. Besides, *tis certain all the defires 
God infbs d into human nature were fuch as 
tended to its prefervation ; but this of re- 
venge is of all other the moft deftrudive, as 
is too fadly attefted by the daily tragical ef- 
feAs of it. In fliort, the wife-man gives us a 
good fummary of the whole matter : God made 
man tiprighty hut be fought out numy iffventions^ 
Eccl. 7. 29. 

43. Now if man has by his own volunr 
tary zSt depravd himfelf, it would be nei- 
ther juft nor kind in God to warp his Laws 
to mans now diftorted frame ; but it is both, 
to keep up the perfect reftitude of tholO) 
and c^U upon man to reduce himielf to a con* 
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fbrmity with them: and when to this tsadddd 
fnch a fupply of grace as may filence the plea 
of difability, there can nothing be imagin'd 
more worthy of God, or more indulgent to 
man. ^ 

44. And alt this Chrift do's in the Gofpeli 
in thofe precepts which the blind world 
makes the fubje(3: of their cavil or (corn. 
It iif ere an eafie task to evince this : in every 
particular precept of the Gofpels but 1 ftiaU 
content my felF with the inftances. already 
given, and not fwell this Trad by infifting 
upon what has already been the fubjedfc of (b 
inany pious and excellent difcourfes, as mv& 
already have convinG d all but tbeobftinate. 

4y. We proceed therefore to a view of 
the promiflbry parts of Scripture/; in which 
we are firft in general to obferve the gi^at 
goodnefs of God^ in making any promUes 
at all to us ; and next to examine of what na^- 
ture and excellence thefe promifes are. And 
firft if we confider how many titles God has 
to our obedience, we muft acknowledge he 
may challenge it as his undoijbted right. 
We are the work of his hands 5 and if the 
Pottfer has power over the clay (the mate- 
rials wheireof are not of his making ) much 
more has God over his creatures, whoie mat- 
ter as well as form is wholly owing to him. 
We are the price of hi$ bhod ; and if men 
apcount purchafe an indefeifible title , God 

muft 



Digitized by 



Google 



SfiCT. Ill, SiAjeS matter rfHofy Scripture. 9 3 

jitoft have abfi)lu£e dominion over what he 
'hi% bough t> and at fb dear a price too as his 
own Uloodi Laftly we depend upon him for 
the fupport of that beii^ he has given us: we 
live merely upon his bounty, fpend upon his 
fiock. . And what Patron will not exped: ob- 
iervance from one who thus fubiifts by him > 

4,6. Yet as if God had none of the(e 
claims, theie preingagements upon us, he 
defcends to treat with us as free- men, by 
way of Article and compad: ; buy's his own 
of us, and engages to reward that obedience, 
which he might upon the utmoft penalties 
exad:; which is fuch an aftonilhing induU 
genoe.as our higheft gratitude cannot reach: 
and of this the Sacred Scriptures are the evi- 
dences and records; ai^d therefore upon that 
account deferve at once our reverence^ and 
,our joy* 

47. But this will yet farther appear, if 
we look in the iecond place into the promifes 
, themielves; which are fb extenflve as to take 
in both our prefent and future ftate : accord- 
ing to that of the Apoftle s Godlinefs bath the 
promife of tbu Ufej am of that which is to come^ 
J Tim. 4. 8. Foe the prefent, they are propoi> 
tion'd to the ieveral parts of our compofition ; 
the body, and the mind, the outward and the 
inward man ; fb ihretching them(elves to all 
we can realiy be concerned for in this world. 

4«. Akd firftfor the body, the Old Tefta- 
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ment aboands in promifes of this (ore The 
firft part of the aS. of Deut. contains a full 
catalogue of all temporal bleffings; and thofe 
irreverfibly entail'd upon the Ifraelites obe- 
dience, yen i. The Pfaimift tells us, they 
that fear the LordJhaU lacl^ nothings PH 34- 9* 
that they JhaU not be confotmded in the periOous 
time J and in the days of dearth they JhaU have 
enoufb^ Pfl J7* 19. And Solomon^ that the 
Lord mU not ftffer the righteous to fami/hj Pro. 
10. 3. And tho' under the Gofpel, the pro- 
mifes of tempoifeil affluence feem not fb Iarg[e s 
(its defign being to fpiritualize us, and raiie 
our minds to higher enjoyments ; ) yet it gives 
us ample (ecurity of fo much as is really good 
for us. It fuperfedes our care for our telves 
by afTuring us alhhefe things JhaU be added to us^ 
Mat. 6. II. that is, all thofe things which our 
heavenly Father knows n>e have need of ver. ja. 
which is alt the limitation the context gives. 
And certainly, we have little temptation to 
fear want, who have him for our provider ; 
whole are all the beajis of the Forrefij and the cat^ 
tel upon a thoufand hillsy Pf. fo. lo. 

49. And when we are thus fecurd of all 
things oeceilary, it may perhaps be an equal 
mercy to (ecure us from great abundance ; 
which at the beft, is but a hding ones felf witi 
tbick^clay^ in the Prophets phrde. Hob. a. €. 
bur is often a (hare as well as a burden. 

so. Besides, the Gofpel by its precepts 
• of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sect. III. SubjeU nuMer of Holy Scripture. 9f 

of temperance and (elf-denial , do's fo con- 
tract: our appetites ^ that a competence is a 
more adequate promife to them^ than that of 
fuperfluity would have been^ and 'tis alfo the 
meafiire wherein all the true fatisfaAion of 
the {enfes conlifts; which are gratified with 
moderate pleafures, but fuffbcated and over- 
whelm'd with exceffive. The temperate man 
taftes and relifheshisportion, whilft the volu- 
ptuous may rather be faid to wallow in his 
plenty than enjoy it. 

f I. And as the necedaries of life^ io life 
it feXf^ and the continuance of that, isaScri- 
pture^promife. The fifth Commandment af- 
fixes it to one particular duty : but it is in a 
multitude of places in the Old Teftament an- 
nexed to general obedience. Thus it is, Deut. 
11.9. and again, verf. 21. And Solomon pro- 
pofes this pradical wifdom as the multiplier 
of days : By me thy days JhaU be multiplied^ 
and the years of thy life Jball be increas d^ Pro. 
9. II* and chap. 3. Let^th of days is in her 
right hand^ verC 16. And tho' we find not 
this promife repeated in the New Teftament, 
yet neither is it retraced : 'tis true, the Go- 
fipel bids us be ready to lay down our lives 
lor Chrifts fake, but it tells us withal, that he 
that will lofe his life, fliallfaveit: which tho* 
it be univerfally true only in the fpirituai 
(enfe, yet it often proves fb in a literal. It 
didfo eminently in the deftrudlion oijerufa- 
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Jem J where the moft refblute Chriftians e- 
^ fcap d, while the bale compilers perifh'd toge- 
ther with thofe they fbaght to endear. This 
is certain, that if the New Teftament do's not 
cxprefsly promife long life, yet it do's by its 
rules of temperance and fobriety, contented- 
nefs and chearfulnefs, very much promote it: 
and fb do's virtually and eflkacioufly ratifie 
thofe the Old Teftament made. 

Si. The next outward bleffing is repu- 
tation : aqd this alio is a Scripture pro- 
mife. The TPifeJballinberitglaryj Prov. 3. if. 
And the vertuous woman Solomon de^ribes 
is not only blelTed by her children and hus- 
band, hut Jhe ifprais din the gate^Vtov. ji. «&. 
Nay, this blemngis extended even beyond 
life : The memory of the juji Jball be blejfed^ 
Prov. 10. 7- Nor do's the Gofpel evacuate 
this promi^; but rather prompts us to the ways 
of having it made good to us, byadvifing us 
to abjiain from all appearance ofevil^ 1 Thefl f. 
22. to provide for honefi thit^fj not only in the 
Jight of God J but alfo in the JigJ)t of men^ 2 Cor. 

8.21. 

f3. 'Tis true indeed, Chrift fore- warns 
his Difciples that they fhall be revil'd, and 
have all manner of eviljpokfn againfi themfaljly^ 
for hU names fake : but then the caufe trans- 
form'd the fufferings, and made it (b honour- 
able , that they were to count it matter of joy ^ 
Matt. f. II, 12. Neither was this any para- 
dox 
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dox even in relation to their reputation ( 
which tho' rallied by a few iill men of that age, 
yet has been moft illuftriotis among all Ages 
lince. Their fufferings and indignities gave 
them a new title of honour, and added the 
Martyr to the Apoftle. And the event has 
been proportionable in all fucceffions fince: 
Thofe Holy men that fill'd up the Pagan pri- 
fbns, fiird up the Churches Diptycks alfo, and 
have been had as the Pfalmift fpeaks, in everlafi^ 
ing remembrance^ Pf. 1 1 2. d. 

y4. Akd as Scripture-promifes thqs take 
in all the concerns of the outward man, fo do 
they alfb of the inward. The fundamental 
promise of this kind is that offendini Chrift into 
the world J and in him ejiabli/bing the new Cth 
venanij which we find , fer. 31. 31, and is 
refert'd to by the Author to the Hebrews, 
/ ipiB put my Law j in their hearts , and write 
them in their minds ; and their fins and iniqm^ 
ties will I remember no morej Hth. 10. t6. 

jTf. And this is fo Comprehenfive a pro- 
mi(e as includes all the concerns of the inward 
man. The evils incident to the mind of man 
may be reduc d to two 5 impurity, and inquie- 
tude: and here is a cure to both* The di- 
vine Law written in the heart drives thence 
all thofe fwarms of noyfbm lufts^ which like 
the Egyptian Frogs over-run and putrifie the 
fbal. Where that is feated and enfhrind, 
thofe can no moreftand before it, than Dih 
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gon before the Ark. This repairs tlie divine 
Image in us ( in which confilts the perfedion 
of our nature) renews u$ in thefpirits of our 
minds^ Ephef 4« 23. and purges our conjciences 
from dead tvorks^ Heb. 9. 14, which all theCa- 
tharticks and Luftrations among the Heathen» 
all the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of the Law, 
were not able to do. 

f6. Secondly, this promife iecures the 
mind from that reftiefnefs and unquietnefs, 
which attends both the dominion and guilt 
of fin. Tobefubjed: to a mans luftsand cor- 
rupt appetites is of all others the vileft vaflal- 
lage : they are the cruelleft task-mafters, and 
allow their (laves no reft, no intermifiion of 
their drudgery. And then ag^in, the guile 
that tortures and racks the mind with dread- 
ful expediations keeps it in perpetual agita- 
tion and tumult s which is excellently de- 
fcrib'd by the Prophet Ifaiab^ The wicJ^d is 
like the troubled fea^ when it cannot reff; wbofe 
waters caji out mire and dirt : there u no peace 
faith my God to the wicked j Id 48. aa. How 
profperous (bever vice may fcem to be in the 
world, yet there are (uch (ecret pangs and 
horrors that dog it, that as Solomon fays, even in 
laughter the heart uforrowfid^ Pro v. 14* i }• 

5-7. B u T this Evangelical promife of be- 
ing merciful to our iniquities , and remembring 
aurfinsnomore^ calms uistempeft, introduces 
peace and ferenity into the mind , and re- 
conciles 
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conciles us at once to God and our (elves. 
And fiire w6 may well fay with the Apoftle, 
the(e are ^eat and precious promijes^ 2 Pet. 
1. 4. 

' f 8. There are befides many other which 
fpringfrom thefe principles, as fuckers from 
the root : fuch are the promifes of frefh (up- 
jplies of grace upon a good imployment of the 
former. To him that bath JhaU be ffven^ Matv 
It jr. 29. Nay even of the fource and foun- 
tain of all grace. Hejbatt give the Holy j^irit 
to tbem that Mi bim^ Mat. 7- ti. Such is that 
of fiipporting us in all difficulties and aflaults : 
the not fi^ering us to be tempted above that we are 
abky I Con xo. 13. which like Gods bow Jet 
in the clouds^ Gen. 9. is our iecurity, that we 
Ifaall not be over-whelm'd by any deluge of 
temptation: and (to inftance no more ) fiich 
is that comprehenfive promife of hearing 
our prayers, Ask and it Jhall be ffvenryou. 
Mat. 7. 7. Thi9 puts all good things within 
our reach, gives us the key of Gods Store- 
house, from whence we may furnifh ourfelves 
with all that is really good for us. And if a 
few full Bams could tempt the rich man in the 
Gofpel to pronounce a Requiem to his foul; 
what notes of acquiefcence may they fing» who 
have the command of an inexhauftible ftore $ 
that are fupplied by him whofe u the earthy 
and the fulnefs thereof^ 

J 9. And certainly, all the promifes to- 
N 2 gether 
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gether mnft be ( to ufe the Apoftles pbrafe > 
ftroi^ cenftfatum fadi as oaay qakt and calm 
ail the fears and grie^ all th« tunoulcs and 
perturbations of the mind, in relation to its 

E?eient ftate. But then there are others re- 
ting to the fiitttre of a much higher eleva-* 
tion : thofe glories and felicities of another 
world) which are Co far beyond oor narrow 
conceptions, that the comprehenfion and in- 
joyment waft begin together. The Scripture 
ihadows it out to us by all the notions we have 
of hapfunels : by ghnyf Rom. 8. x8. by a kit^ 
drnti Mat. xs* 14* by jtyy Mat «r. ai. and 
which ounprehends all, by keai^ vntk the Lardy 
I Tbfli^ 4. 17^ S<f*ng him fate tsfucef i Cor. 
1 3. xa. 6eii^ Hh io him^ i Jo. 3. a. In a word 
'tis bhfi in the ntmoft extent: immenie for 
quantity, and etornal for duration, 

tfo. And furely this prowiie is io excellent 
in its kind, lb liberal in its degree, (o tranfcen^ 
deotly great in all refpe^ that xlid it ftand 
fingle, m-ip d of all thoic that relate to this life, 
it alone would juft i6e the nane of Goilpel, and 
be the beft tidings that ever canoe to mai^ind. 
For alas, if we compare the hopes that other 
Religions propoie to their Voearica with theie, 
honr bafe, how ignoble are they \ The Hca* 
thens Elyfium, die Mahumetan Paradiie, were 
but higher gratifications of the fenftial part, 
and confequently were deprefitons and debaie^ 
ments of the rational. So that in e^Teft they 

provided 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sect. III. SubjeS tmuter ff Hofy Scripture, ibi 

provided a heaven for the beaft, and a hell for 
the man. We may therefore confidently re« 
iiime our conclufion, and pronounce the Scri^ 
pture promifes to be fb divine and excellent, 
that they could as little have been made, as they 
can be performed by any but an Holy and AX^ 
mighty Author. 

4i. Nor is their being conditional any 
impeachment to their worth, bat an enhance^ 
ment. Should God have made them ( as fbme 
jancy he has his decrees) aUbhiteand irre- 
ipediivei he had fet his promifes at war with 
his precepts, and thefe fliould have fuperfeded 
what thofe injoyn. We are all very niggardly 
towards God, and fliould have been apt to have 
ask'd Judas $ queftion ; to tpbat purpofe u thi» 
m^e> Mat. atf. i. What needs the labour 
of the courfe if the pize be certain ? And 
it muft have been infinitely below the wifdom 
and majefty of the fupreme L^iflatbr, ix> 
make Liaws, and then evacuate them by di« 
fpencing rewards without any refpeA to their 
oUervance. 'Tis the Sand:ion whidi infpi'* 
rits the Law, without which the divine, as 
well as the human, would to molt men be a 
Mm htt6Tm> 

ex. But againft this God has abundantly 
provi^, not only by the ccniditionality of 
the promifes, but by the cerrour of his threats 
too ; which is the laft part of Scripture which 
611s under confideration. And thefe are of 

the 
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the mod direful kinds ; and cannot better be 
iliuftrated than by the oppofition they ftand 
in to the promifes : for as thofe included all 
things that might make men happy either as^ 
to this life or the next ; fb thefe do all that 
may make them miferable. If we make^our' 
reflection on all the particularsof the promifes, 
we fhall find the threats anfwering them as 
their reverfe or dark fhadow. 

63- And firft as concerning the outward 
ftate, if we look but into the 28. oiDeut. we 
fhall find, that afcer all the gracious promifes 
which begun the chapter, it finally ends in 
thunder, in the moft dreadful denunciations 
imaginable ; and thofe adapted by a moil pe- 
culiar oppofition to the former promifes : as 
the Reader may (^e at large in that Chapter^ 
And the whole tenour of the Scripture go's in 
the like flile. Thus, PJal. 140. 11. A wicked 
f erf an Jhall not prof per in the earthy evil Jball hunt 
the wicked man to overthrow him. The Lord will 
not ftiffer the righteous to famijb^ but he cafletb 
out the fubfiance of the wicked i Piro. 10. 3. And 
again, the righteous eateth to the fatisfying of 
bis fouly bui the belly of the wicked fhall want^ 
Prov, 13. 2f. Multitudes of like general 
threatnings of temporal improfperity there 
are every where fcatter d throughout the Scri- 
pture; and many more applied to particular 
vices, as floth, unmercifulnefs, luxury^ and 

the 
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the like s which woald be here too long to 
enumerate. 

64. And ahhough thefe threatnings may 
feem fbmetimes to be litterally confuted by 
the wealth and opulency of wicked men, yet 
they never mifs of being really and vertually 
verified. For either tneii^ profperities are 
very fhort, and only preparative to a. more 
eminent rain, which was the Pfalmifts reiblu- 
tion of this doubt, Pfalmjh orelfe if God 
Jeave them the matter of temporal happinefs, 
yet he fiibtrads the vertue and fpirit of 
them, renders them empty and unfatisfying. 
This is well exprefs'd by the Pialmift in the cafe 
of the Ifiraelites: He gave them their defire^ and 
fenti leanefs rvithalinto their foul^VC xo6, if, and 
hyJ^ofhary Jobao. 22* where fpeaking of the 
wicked, he faith 5 In the ftdnejs of his ft^ien- 
cy Jball he be in ftraits. And to this Solomon 
teems to refer , when he faith , the blejjing of 
the Lord makfth rich , and he addeth no forrov^ 
mthity Prov. io,22. 

df. Neither is it only the comfort of 
life, but life it felf that is threatned to be taken 
from wicked men : untimely death is through- 
out the Old Teftament frequently mention'd 
as the guerdon of impiety : tis often affign'd 
judicially in particular cafes : He Jball he cut 
efffrom hu people , being the ufiial fentence 
upon mof): offenders under the Levitical Law. 
But tis alfb menaced more generally as an 

imme- 
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immediate judgment from God : The blood- 
tbirjly anddecei^ul menJhaUnot live out ha^their 
daysy Pfal. ^•23. Farther yet, their names 
fliail putrifie a^ fbon as their Carkalles: the 
name of the wicksdJhaU rot i Vtoy. JO. 7. Nay 
both their infamy and their ruin are intail'd 
upon their pofterity. The feed of the evil doers 
Jball never be rentnmd. Frepare Jlaughter for h£f 
children^ for the iniquity of their fathers i 1ft. 14. 

66. If now we look on Scripture threar- 
nings in relation to the mind of man, we fhall 
find them yet more fevere: wilful impenitent 
finners being cut off from the benefits of the 
new Covenant; nor barely fb, but look'd 
upon as defpifers of it, and that blood of 
Chrift in which it was feaVd ; t^b. 10. ig. 
nay as thofe murtherous Wretches that feed it : 
They Crwifie to themfelves the Son of God afrejh ; 
Heb. 6. 6. And this is the fatalleft fentence 
that can fall on any man in this life ; to be 
thus disfr^nchifed of all the privil^es of 
the Gofpd , and rank'd as well in punilh- 
menfi as guilt, with the moft criminous of man- 
kind. 

67 • From hence 'tis confequent, that the 
mind remains not only in its native imparity, 
but in a greater and more incurable one ; whilft 
that blood which alone could deanfeit, fervcs 
but to embrueand pollute it; and as it were 
flufli, and excite it to all immanities and Tile- 

nefles: 
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jiefles; ^cadbe that uxhva filthy^ 'tis the doom 
pronoaoc'd againft him, xhsJih&JbaU be filthy 
ftiU^ Rer.za.zi« 

6%. Anp then in the ^coQd place, what 
calm can there be to fach a mii^d? what re« 
mainf to fuch a perKpn, but that y^^)^/ fA^^- 
Batim rftpr(Uh tmdfiifry in4^wtiofif which the 
Apoftle mentions » Hebrews jo. zy^ Indeed , 
vere there none bat temporal mifchiefs to 
fear, yet it were very onplea(anc to think 
ones Mfy like Cain^ out-law'd firpm the pre^ 
ience and proCei9;ioo of God ^ to be afraid 
that every man that meets m^oU Jlay us^ Gen. 
4, 14. Nay, thpfe coofasd indiftind: fears 
of indefinite evils which attend goilt are 
very unquiet, uneafie inmates in the mind. 
This is excellently deicrib'd by Mi^jes -, The 
LordJhaU give thee a trembling heart , md fail- 
ing of eyes ^ and forrorv of mindy and thy lifejhall 
ba^^ in doubt before thee^ and thou Jbalt fear 
day 4$nd nigjbt ; in the morning thou Jbalt fay^ 
would Cod it were evenings and in the evenings 
would God it tpere mornings Dept. li. 6fy 66. 

67. 

69. An p what can be more wretched than 
to have a mind thus agitated and toft, rack'd 
and tortur'd i e/peciaUy when thro' all thejfe 
clouds it fees a glimple of the ecernai To* 
phet» and knows, that from the billows pf 
this uneafie ftate , it muft be toft into that 
Lake of fire. And this is indeed the dregs of 

O the 
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the cup of Gods wrath , the dreadfulleft and 
moft aftoniftiing of all Scripture denuncia- 
tions. This comprehends all that the nature 
of man is capable of fuffering. Divines diftin- 
guifli it into the pain of fenfe, and of lofs : that 
of fenfe is reprefented to us in Scripture by fire j 
and that accended , and render d noi/bm as 
well as painful by brimftone, that afflids the 
fmell as well as the touch ; fbmetimes by outer 
darknejfy wailing and gnajbing of teeth^ to grate 
the ears, and confume the eyes; by intoler- 
able thirft to torment the palate. Not that 
we are to think the fenfitive pains of Hell 
do not infinitely exceed all thefe ; but be- 
caufe thefe are thehigheftmeafiircs our pre- 
sent capacities can make, and are adequate to 
thofe fenfes for whofe carnal (atisfadtions we 
incur them. / 

70. The pain of lofs is yet more difmalj 
as being feated in the Soul , whole fpiritual 
nature will then ferve it only to render its tor- 
ments more refin d , and acute. With what 
anguifh will it then fee it lelf banifh'd from 
the prefence of God, and confequently from 
all that may give fatisfad:ioh andblifs to the 
creature? But yet with how much deeper an- 
guifh will itrefled: on it felfasthe Author of 
that deprivation ? How will it recolle(St the 
many defpis'd tenders of grace, the eafie terms 
on which falvation might have been had ? And 
how fadly will confcien'ce then revenge all its 
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ftiied admonitions by an unfilenceable clamor^ 
that warm which never dies^ Man 9.48. How 
wounding will it then be to fee Abraham, Ifaac 
and Jacob, and all the Saints in the I^ngdom of 
God^ Luk. 13.28. (nay, that poor La^ut 
whom here men turn d over to the charity of 
their dogs) and it (elf in the company of the 
devil and his angels, who will then upbraid 
what they once entic d to ? 

71- Nature abhors nothing more than 
to have our mifery infulted over by thofe who 
drew us into it : yet that no circumftance may 
be lacking to their torment, this muft be 
the perpetual entertainment of damn d fouls. 
And to all this. Eternity is the difmal ad* 
jund I which is of all other circumftances 
the moft difconfblate, as leaving not fb much 
as a glimpfe of hopes; which here ufes ftill 
to be the reserve, and laft reforc of the mi- 
ferable. 

72. This Eternity is that which gives an 
ec^e, infufes a new acrimony into the tor- 
ments : and is the highell (train, the vertical 
point of mi(cry. Thefe are tho(e terrors of 
the Lord^ with which the Scripture acquaints 
us: and (ure we cannot (ay that the(e are flat 
contemptible menaces; but fuch as fuit the 
dreadful Majefty of that God who is a confum-' 
if^ fire^ Heb. 12. 29. So that the(e are as 
aptly accommodated for the exciting our 
dread , as the promi(es were of our love ; 

O 2 both 
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both jointly concur t;o awaken our induflary. 

73. For God has been to good to mankind^ 
as to make the threats conditional as well as the 
promifes: fo that we as well know the way 
to avoid the one, a6 we dd to attain the other. 
Nor has he any other intendment or end in 
propofing them) but that we may do fb. See 
to this purpofe, with what (blemnity he pro^ 
tefts it by Mofes\ I call haven t$nd earth t$ >f- 
cord againft m ttm day tkat I have Jet before sm 
life a'M deaths hkffingand ewfingi iherefarechufo 
life^ that biftb then and thy feed may live^ Deot^ 
30. 19. 

74. I have now run thro' the feveral parts 
of Scripture 1 propofed to fpeak o£ And tho' 
I have in each given rather fliort inftances 
and eKTays than an exa<fl de(criptiota^ yet 
even in thefe contradled lineaments the t%^ 
quifite proportions may be difcera'd. And if 
the Reader fhall hence be encourag d to ex* 
tend his contemplations, and as he reads Ho- 
ly Scripture, oMerve it in ail its graces, and 
full dimenfions; I doubt not he will pro« 
noun«e from his experience, that the matter 
of the Divine Book is very correfpondent tb 
the Author : which is the higheft Eubgy ima« 
gtnablew 

7f» Ik the next place we are to confider 
the Holy Scripture in relation to its end and 
tteiigns in proportion to which every thing 
is more or tefs valuable. The molt exquifite 

frame 
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frame, add carious concrivimce) that has no 
determinate end or ofe, is but a piece of inda- 
ftrious folly, a Spiders vpeb^ as the Prophet 
(peaks, Jf. f 9* T« Now thole defigns have al- 
ways been efteem'd the moft excellent that 
have had the moft worthy fubjeds, and been 
of the greateft extent. Accordingly, thofe 
who have proje<3:ed the obliging and benefit- 
ing of other men (tho' but within a private 
Sphere) have always been look'd on as men of 
generous and noble defigns. Thoie who hav^ 
taken their level higher, and diredted their 
aim to a more publick good, tho' but of a Ci- 
ty or Nation, have proportionably acquired a 
greater efteem. But thofe who have aipired to 
be univerfai benefadors, to do Something for 
die common benefit of the world, their fame 
has comtnonly reacfa'd as far as their infiuence; 
men have reverenc'd, hay fi>metimes (according 
to the common excefies of mans nature) ador d 
them. Many of the Heathen deities (efpecially 
their Dfcmi*gods ) having been only thofe per* 
fbns, who b^ introducing (bme lUefiil Art, or 
other part of knowledge^ had oblig d mankind. 
So we fee wlut a natural gratitude men ara 
a^ to pay to worthy and generous defigns^ 
And if we will be content but to ftand to this 
common award of our nature, the Scriptuiv 
will have the faiieft daini imaginable to our 
reverence and thankftki^, upon this very 
account of the ekceUtmcy of its ife%ns« 

76. Nor 
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' 7<f. Nor need we borrow the balance. of 
the San(3:uary to weigh them in, we may do it 
in our own (cales ; for they exactly anfwcr the 
two properties above mention d, of profit and 
diffufivenefs, which in fecular concerns are the 
ftandard rules of good defigns. For firft, it is 
the fble (cope and aim of Scripture, the very 
end for which 'twas writ, to benefit and ad- 
vantage men; and that (econdly, not only 
(bme fmall Me6t number, fbme little angle or 
corner of thb world, but the whole race of 
mankind, the entire Univerfe ; and he that 
can imagine a more difiiifive defign, muft ima« 
gine more worlds alio. 

77* Now for the firft of thefe, that it is 
the defign of the Scripture to benefit men, we 
need appeal but to Scripture it felf ; which 
furely can give the beft account to what ends 
'tis diredied ; and that tells us, it u to mak§ us 
wife unto Salvation^ 2 Tim* 3. ly. In which is 
comprehended the greateft benefit that mans 
nature is capable of: the making us wife while 
we live here, and the faving us eternally. 
And this fure is the mbft generous, themoft 
obliging defign, that 'tis poffibl^ even for the 
Creator to have upon the creature : and this 
is it which the Holy Scripture negotiates 
with us. 

78. And firft, the making us wife is Co 
inviting a propo^l to humanity, that we fee 
when that was much wifer than now it is, it 
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caughc at a fallacious tender of its the .very 
found of it, tho' out of the devils mouth, fa- 
fcinated our firft Parents, and hurried them to 
the higheft difbbedience^ and certaineft ruin. 
And therefore now God by the Holy Scri- 
ptures makes us an offer as much more fafe, as 
it is more (incere j when he (ends his Word 
thus to be a lamp to our feety and a ligbt^ to our 
pathsy Ff II ^., I Of. to teach us all that is good 
for us to know > our affediation of ignorance 
will be more culpable dian theirs of know- 
ledge, if we do not admire the kindnefs, and 
embrace the bounty of fiich a tender* 

79. Now the making us wifemuft be un- 
derftood according to the Scripture notion of 
wifdom, which is not tbewifdom of this worldy 
nor the Princes of thts rvorldy which come to nought^ 
as the Apoftle (peaks, i Cor. 2.6. hut that mf-^ 
dom which defcends from above^ Ja. 3. 17- which 
he there de(cribes to htfirjl pure , then peace^ 
able^ gentle and eajie to be intreatedj full of mercy 
and goodfruitsy without partiality , and without^ 
hypocrifie. Indeed the Scripture ufually com- 
prehends thefe and all other graces under 
Wi(clom 5 for it makes it fynonymous to that 
which includes them all, w\. the fear of the 
Lord. Thus we find throughout the whole 
Book of Proverbs the(e us d as terms converti- 
ble. In (hort, Wifdom is that pradical know- 
ledge of God and our felves which engages us 
to obedience and duty ; and this is agreeable 

to 
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to that definition the Wife man gives of it| 
Tie wijdam of the prudent u to under fiand ht$ 
nofj^ Prov. 14. 8. Without this, all themoft 
tefin'd and aerial fpcculations are but like 
Tbalei% ftar-gazing ; which fecurd him not 
from falling into the water j nay, betray d him 
to it. In this is all folid wifdom compris'd. 

80. The utmoft all the wife men in the 
world have pretended to, is but to know what 
true happinefs is, and what is the means of at- 
taining it: and what they fought with fo 
much ftudy.and fo little fuccefs, the Scripture 
prefcnts us within the greateft certainty, and 
plaineft charafters , fuch as he that rum may 
ready Hab. 2. a. It acquaints us with that fo- 
preme felicity, that chief good whereof Phi- 
lofophy could only give us a name , and it 
fliews us the means, marks out a path which 
will infallibly lead us to it. Accordingly wc 
find that Solomon after all the accurate fearch 
he had made to find what was that lood for 
the Jons of men j helhuts up his inqueft in this 
plain conclufion : Fear God and ^ep his com- 
mandments ; for Godjbatt bring every work, unto 
judgement y Eccl. 12. 13, 14. The regulating 
our lives fo by the rules of Piety as may ac- 
quit us at our final account, is themoft elegi- 
ble thing that falls within human cognizance j 
and that not only in relation to the fuperla- 
tive happinefs of the next world, but pven to 
lie quiet and tranquillity of this. For alas, 
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we are impotent giddy creature9> (way *d fomtr 
omeM by onepaffioo, fometimes by another, 
nay often the interfering of our appetites 
msikes ns irrefblate which we are to gratifie, 
whiift in the interim their ftrugling agitates 
«nd eormoilsthe mind* And what can be more 
defirable in fnch a cafe, than to put our felves 
imder a wifer condud): than onr own ; and as 
opm:efi'd S^tcsufe to defeat aUkfler preten- 
ders by becoming homagers to fome more po- 
tent : fb for vis to deliver our felvej from the 
tyranny of our lufb, by giying up oar obedi- 
ence to him whofe fervice is perfe^ freedom* 

8 1. Wbrs there no other advantage of 
the exchan^, but the bringing u$ under fix d 
and determinate Law% 'twere very confider*- 
able. Every man would gladly Imow the terms 
of his fubjeAion, and have feme ftandiQg mle 
to guide himfelf by ; and Gods Laws are fechi 
we may certainly know what he requires of us : 
bat the mandates of our paffions are arbitrajcy 
and extemporary : what pleafes them to ^y 
difgufts them to morrow 9 and we muft always 
be in readinefs to do we know not what, and 
«f all the Arbitrary governments that men eir 
ther fed or fear^ thisisdoubtlefsthe mo0;mi«- 
ierabie. 1 wifh our apprehdnfions of it were 
t>at as fenfible : and then we (hould think the 
Holy Scripture did us the office of a Patriot^ in 
oCering us a t^cue from fe vile a; flavery« 

' a. And that it 4o's make us this o0er, is 
^ ' P manifeft 
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m'anifeft by the whole tenoar of the Bible. IBoc 
^rft it rowzes and awakes us to a fenie of oiir 
condition, (hews us that what we call liberty- 
is indeed the faddeft fervitude; that be timt 
commimthfin 4$ thefervatit ofjm^ Jo. 8. 34. that 
thofe vices which pretend to lerve and gra** 
tifie us, do really fubdue and enflaye as^ and 
fetter when they feem to. embrace: and 
whereas the will in all other oppreffions re^ 
tains its liberty, this tyranny brir^s that alio 
into vadallage : renders our fpirits (b mean 
and fervile,that we chule bondage, and are apt 
to (ay with the Ifraelites, Let us alone that we 
mayjerve the Egyptians^ Exod. 14. la. 

83. And what greater kindneig can be 
done for people in this forlorn abjed condi- 
tion, than to animate them to caft off this 
yoke , and recover their .freedom. And to 
this are moil of the Scripture exhortations ad- 
drefs'd y as may be feen in a multitude of place% 
particularly in the fixth chapter to the J^^mum^ 
the whole (cope whereof is diredly to this 
purpo(e. 

84. Nor do's it only (bund the aliura ^ 
put us upon the contefb with our enemies> but 
it affifts us in it, furniflies us with that rphok 
armour ef God which wc find defcrib'd, Eph.6. 
13. Nay funher, it excites our courage, by 
afluring us that if we will not baiely (Urrender 
our (elves, We can never be overpower d 5 if we 
do but ftand our ground^ relift our enemy> he 
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vri^fiyfrom usi Ja« 4. 7* And to that purpofe 
ic directs us wider what banner we are to lift 
oar {elves; even his who hatb fpoil d principal 
ktierand powerfy CoL 1. if. to whofe condud:; 
and di&iplioe if we conftantly adhere , we 
catfflot mils of Vidx)ry. 

-8y. A N D then laftly it fets before us the 

^ize of this conqueft ; that wc fhall not only 

retover oar liberty, manumit' our felves froor 

the vileft bondage to the yileft and cruelleft 

oppreflbrs ; but we fhall be crbwn'd for it too/ 

be rewarded for being kind to^ our (dives, and 

tie made happy eternally hereaftw for being: 

willing to be happy hare. 

* Z6. And £ire thefeare terms fo apparent-^ 

ly advantageous, that he muft be infinitly ftU'S 

pid (foolifii to (teftruiSiion ) that will not be 

thus made wife unto falvation, that ddpileS 

or cavils at. this divine Book, which meaua 

him fo much good, which defighs to make^ 

him live here generbufly and according to the 

dignity of his nature, and in the next world 

to have that nature fublimated and exalted^ 

made more capacious of thofe riefin d and im-* 

Qienfe felicities, which there await all whd 

will qaalifie themfelves for them ; who (as^ tho 

Apoftle {peaks) iy patient continuance in, rpeU:^ 

^^ fi^t fir £^9 ^^ honour y ahd immorta^ 

lity^ eternal lifiy Rom* 2. 7. 

^ 87. But befides the greateft and principal 

adyanttiges which concern our fpiritual in- 

P 2 tercft, 
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tereft, it takes in alio the care pf our fociiilari^ 
directs qs to fucfaamanagety of our &ive8i,>3^ 
IS oatoraliy apt to promote! a qaiet and hapm 
py life. Its injamfliba co live peaceably wid< 
all men keeps as out ofthewayof many lAai^ 
adventures, which tiirbnleht unruly ipirits 
meet with^ and ib iecuresbar peace.. . Sp al- 
io as to ivtalch, it pats us intx> the fiilreft road 
to riches by prefirribing diligenoe in oar cait^ 
itigs: whit is thus got being like Ibotid flefliV 
which will ftick by as; wliereas the Ivifty^ 
growth of ill-gotten wealth is JbUt a tunioud 
and imp6ffasiiley which the bigger it J^wseliSy' 
tlie fboner it burfisand kay^suslaoker.thaii 
bdbre: - Inlike maimer, it fbewid usaKb bow 
to gcraid bar- deputation , by pmfida^bmi^ 

^ii^atutttBefwmi^ I ThiiBO $r«a2..and rai^^ 
mtir tiglajkim brfate mm^ Idat. fJitf. 3t pccH 
TiAss too for our eafe and dsunuiiittVt ^ Ap^tv* 
&des our anxoDUS cares and ioflicitudesi by 
diM^ing us to >A^ mr kardm uf^n.tbe l»rd^ 
VC^t. 12. ahdibyarefiancejoaiusproYtdeiKc 
hctw to fecuve ix> cor. fHyes all we reall|f 
want, Finally it fixes os ul: ali tl|e datngeii 
jSoppoits lis «mder all die pile^aresy camforni 
utimikU): kli the odamkies'of thii life) by aP 
fqring us they (halL nUvmrii^ togAerfur ffodia 
th&fi^miitmGod^ Ro. t^ag. 
VS. ^o^, do'« tliHs JlqdptdKtclefigBtopro" 
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inote our i^teriefts confider d only fingly and 
perfonally) bat alio in relation to Societies 
and Connnanitiai it gives jos the beCk rules^of 
diftribotive and commutative Juftice ; teaches 
\is to rendir to all their dues^^oxn. 11.7. toke^p 
ocir words, to obferveinvio|aUy all our padfcs 
and contra(^s> nay tho' tbey prwe to ow danh 
age^ jpfju 1^4. and to preferve ttzOi fidelity 
and truth s which are the finews of human 
commerce. It infofes into us noble and ge- 
nerous principleSi to prefer a common gpofd 
before our private : and that higheft flight of 
Ethnick vertue^ that of dying for ones Coun«- 
try, is no more ihan the Scripture preipribe; 
even for.our common brechreQ^ tJo.i.\6. 

t9. BuT.b6fidesthe(egen|?i;als, itdefcepds 
to more minate dire&ions accommodated tp 
our (everal :circ»mftances» it gives us appro- 
priate rales in i^dference to our diftind: rela- 
tions, whether natural, civil,; ecdeliafticali 
or ceoooomical. And if men \woald but uni- 
vedally conform to them, to. what a blefied 
bumony would it tune the. worlds what orr 
der and: peace would it intR)duce^ Ther^ 
would then be na<>ppreffive Gpvernoqr^ npr 
mutinmisSabjeAs^ no unnatural Parents, nor 
contun»cious Chikken; no idle Sheepherd^ 
or ftiayi^ Flocks : none of thole Dome- 
ftick jars which oft di(qatet, and ibmetimes 
iiibvert £imiiies: all would be calm and fer 
rene^ and give us in reality that golden 
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A^e, whereof thfe Poets did but dreatti^ 
' yol Tri I s jtehdency of the Scriptare is re- 
markably acknowledge d in ail our publick Ju- 
dicatories, whisre before any teftimony is ad-^ 
thit«edj we caiifetfae perfbn that is to give hii 
ttfttmony^ firfito lay hold of with his handsj 
theii yith his mouth to ki(i the Holy Scri- 
ptur'es : as if it were impoffible for thofe hands^ 
ifr^jich held the myfteries of Truth, td be im- 
mediately employ 'd in working falfe-hood ; or 
that thofe lipsl which had ador'd thofe Holy 
Oracles, fhould be polluted with perjuries and 
lies. And 1 fear, the civil (jov^mment is eic- 
ceedingly fhaken at this day in its firmeft foun- 
dation, by the little f^ard thai iisgienerally had 
of the Holy Scriptures, and what is consequent 
thereto, the Oathsthat are taken upon* them. 
• 911. /Tis truej wc arc far remov d from 
that {(ate which Efaiab Prophecied of under 
theGofpel, tho* we have the Bible among us; 
that when the Law/bould go forth i^/Sion, and 
the Word of the Lord from J^tiiCaAcmj fheyjbmdd 
heat their Jwordf ihtotloW'jhares^ '- andth&rjpeart 
into pruning hooi^ J El. 2. 4. but diflt is not from 
any defed: in it,' bdtfrom our own perverfe'^ 
nels : n^e have it^ * but^ (as the Apoftle fpeaks in 
another fenfe ),« 1/ iPe had it not^ x Cor. 7- 29. 
We have it (that »is, ufe it) to puii'pofcs widely 
differentfrom what it means. Some have, it as a 
Superfedeas to all the duty it enjoins ;add lb they 
can but cap texts, tilkgUblyofScriiNnre, ara 
: " not 
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HOC ac all concem'd to pradife it : (bme have 
it as their Ai^lenal, to rarnifh them with Wea* 
poQSy nqt- againft their fpiritual enemies, buc 
their fecular : applying all (he damnatory (en- 
tences they there find, to allthofe towhofe 
perfens or opinions they have prejudice. And 
fbme have it as a Scene of their mirth, a topicjk 
of raillery, dre(s their profane and iR:urriloas 
jefts in its language s andftudy it for no other 
end but to abufe it. And whilft we treat it at 
this vile rate, no wonder we are never the bet* 
terforit. For alas, what will it avail us to 
have the moft ibveraign BaUbm in our pofleC- 
iion, if in inftead o!l^applying it to our wound^ 
we trample it under our feet ? 
. 92. B u T thp we may fruftrate the ufe, we 
cannot alter the nature of things. Godsdefiga 
in giving us the Scripture was to make us as 
happy as our nature is capable of being ; and 
the Scripture is excellently adapted to this end: 
for as to our eternal felicity, all that believe 
there is any fuch ftate, muft acknowledge the 
Scripture chalks us out the ready way to it : 
not only becaufe 'tis di<9:atedby God who in^ 
fallibly knows it, but alfb by its prefcribing 
thofe things which are in themfelves beft , and 
which a fober Heathen would adjudge fittefl: 
to be rewarded. And as to our temporal hap- 
pinefs, I dare appeal to any unprejudiced 
,man, whether any thing can contribute more 
to the peace and^real happinefs of mankind 
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than the univerfal praftice of the Scripture 
rales woald do. Would God we would all 
confpire to make the experimeut ; and then 
doubtlefs^ not only our reafbn, but our fenfe 
too would be con vine d of it. 

93. And as the defign is thus beneficial, fb 
in the fecond place is it as' extenfive al/b. 
Time was when the Jews had the inclofure of 
divine Revelations when the Oracles of God 
were their peculiar depofitum , and the Hea-' 
then bad not tbe l^arvkdge of bis Laws^ Ffal. 147. 
lilt, but fince that by thegoodnefs of God the 
Gentiles are bccomt feilorv-betrs^ Eph. 3. *• he 
hath alio deliver d into their hands the deeds 
and evidences of their future ftate, given 
them the Holy Scriptures as theexad; and au- 
thentick regifters of the covenant between 
God and man , and thefe not to be like the 
Heathen Oracles appropriated to fbme one or 
two particular places, fb that they cannot be 
confulted but at the expence of a pilgrimagie ; * 
but laid open to the view of all that will be- 
lieve themfelves concern d. 

94. It wasalargecommiflion our Saviour 
gave his jylfciplcs: go freacb tbe Gojpel to every 
creature^ Mar. 1 6. i y. ( which in the narroweft 
deception muft be the Gentile world ) and yet 
their oral Golpel did not reach farther than 
the written : for wherever the Chriftian Faith 
was planted, the Holy Scriptures were left as 
the records of its nay, as the conlervers of ic 
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too, the ftandiog rule by which all corruptions 
were to be deteded. 'Tis true, the entire 
Canon of theNew Teilament^^as we now have 
it^ was not all at^once deltver'd to the Church i 
the Gofpels and Epiftles being fucceffively 
writ, as the needs dl Chriftians, and the en« 
croachment oCBereticks gave occafion : bat 
at laft they b^ame all together the common 
magazine of the Churchy tofqrnifli arms both 
defenfive and ofienfive. For as the Gofpel 
puts in our hands the fbield of Faith, fb the 
Epiftleshdp/wtoholdit, that it may not be 
wrefted out of our hands again, either by the 
force of perfecution, or tliefly infinuations of 
vice or Herefie* i, 

jf. Tbus the Apoftles hke prudent lead- 
ers have, beat up the Ambufhes, difcoverd 
the fnares that, were laid for us 3 and by dis- 
comfiting Satans forlorn hope, that earlieft 
Set of raWe Teachei^s and corrupt practices 
which then invaded the Churcli, have laid a 
foundation of victory to the fucceeding Ages, 
if they will but keepclofe to their condud):, 
adhere to thofe Sacred Writings they have left 
behind them in every Church for that pur- 
po(e. 

S6. Now what was there depofited was 
defignd for the benefit of every particular 
member of that Church. The Bible was not 
committed { like the lisgalia^ or rarities of a 
Nation ) to be kept under lock and key (and 

Q^ confe- 
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ou&qoently to cooftitote a pfofitablc office 
fcr the keepers ) bat exposed like the Brazen 
Serpent fer nniyerfal view and benefit : that 
ficredBook ( like the common air y being eve« 
ry outt» propriety, yet no mans indofure: 
yet there are a generation oi men whole eyes 
have been evil, becaule Gods ha'M been good: 
who have leal'd op this ipring, nxwopoliz'd 
the word of Life, and will aUow none topar* 
take of it but (nch perfbns, and in fach pro- 
portions as they plesdfe to retail it : » attempt 
very infbknt in refpedof God, whofe pur- 
pole they contradiA; and vo:y injorions in 
refped: of man, who& advantage they ob- 
ftrud;. The iniquity of it will be very appa*- 
rent, if we confide what is offer d in the fol- 
lowing Se<3:ion« 
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SECT. IV. 

The CnftoOycfihe Hofy Scripture k 
a frmkge and right of the Chri-^ 
fttan Church, andevety member if 
it\ which cannot without impiety 
to God, and injupice unto it and 
them, he taken aw^or impeached, 

BB<it>S6 the keeping of the divine ]Law, 
whidi is oUeqttioue, and imports a doe 
4sq^ to all its Precepts, coinmoflly exprefs d - 
in ScripQire by k^»% ti" tommananumt^ 
iearhm^ t*^ mtd ^eymg the voUe •ftbe Lardy 
i wdl ^ m kit vM^fi tmA otjervit^ imd du)» bu 
Jhmetimdbi$juagelitentSi there u a oofleUory 
keeping it, in iteference to otir (elves and 
others t in refpeA whereof, Almighty Cod, 
Dmt,4. andelfen^berefreqnentlyy having ea->^ 
ioia'd the people it£ Jftaeif tohve thtLardthm 
Q«i tbith ia. ^mr hemrt^ imd with aU their foul, 
mid mtb)$!i,^nrim^ -mdibM tht vmds mkh 
hi t n m m Mmhd tbm.fimld hem their ieatti he 
adds, 4hU tbt^jMU9i>k ikem dfUffotfy u tbeir 
4iiitiireit^ mdfiaiudkj^them when theiffitdmiM 
m their hnfe^^ W ^lin they walkiy the »ay, 
mtd rdm ihyiiedimh ^ tfhfn they rif* ^ 
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and that they bind them for ajkfi upon their hand^ 
and that they JhaU be ns frontlets between their 
^es^ and that they Jball write them upon the pojis 
of their boufe^ and on their gates. So juftly was 
the Law call'd the Scripture, being written by 
them, ancj worn upon the feveral parts of the 
body, infcrib'd upon the walls of their houfes, 
the entrance of their.doors, and gates of their 
Cities 9 and in a word, placed before their 
eyes wherever they conversed. 

2. And this was granted to the Jews, as 
matter of privilege and favour. Tothem^ fays 
Saint PW, Rom. 9. 4. pertaineth the adoption^ 
and the glory^ and the covenants^ and the giving 
of the Law. And the fame Saint Paul^ at the 
3. chap. 2. ver. of that Epiftle, unto the que- 
flion , what advantage hath the Jew^ or what 
profit is there of circumcijwn^ anfwers, that it is 
much every way^ chiefly becaufe unto them were 
committed the Oracles of God. This depofitum or 
trufl: was granted to the Fathers^ thisit it ihonld 
be continued down unto their diildren. He 
made a covenant^ fays Davidy V£ ft. v. f. with 
Jacob, and ^ve Ifrael a ^Law^ v>hich he com- 
manded our Fore-fathers to teaoflh their ohildreftj 
that their pojierky mi^ht J^now iiy and the cbildrm 
which are yet unborn $ to the intent that -when 
they cameup^ they might Jbefw their children the 
fame, Which Scripture by ^ perpetual fuccef- 
fion was to be handed doum unto the Chri- 
|itiaQ Churchy the Appftlcson all occafions 
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appealing unto them, as hting read in the Sy* 
namues every Sabbath da% A<St. 13. 27. and 
alu> privately, in their hands ; fb that they 
might at pleafure J^arri& into them^ Jo. f, 39. 
AOi. 17.11. Hereupon the Jews are by Saint 
jiufiin call'd the Capfarity or Servants that 
carried the Chriftian Books. And Athanafius 
in his Trad): of the Incarnation , fays , The 
Law TQM not for thejetvs anfyj nor were the Pro' 
phets fentfor them alone > but that Nation was the 
Divinity-School of the whole worldly from whence 
they were to fetch the knowledge of God and the 
way nffphritual living : which amounts to what 
the Apoille fays, Galat. 3. 24. That the Law 
was a School-nu^er to bring us unto Chrift. 

3. And 'tis obfervable that the very fame 
word, J^m. 3. 2. in the Text even now re- 
cited, which expreiies the committing of the 
Oracles of God to the Jews, is made ufe of 
conftantly by Saint Paul^ when he declares 
the truft and duty incumbent on him in the 
preaching of the Gofpel: of which, fee x Cor^ 
.9. 17. Gal. 2. 7. I Thef. 2. 4. i Ttm. 1. 11. 75*. 
1.3. And therefore, as he fays, i Cor. 9. Tho 
I preach the Gofpel^ I have nothing to glory ofi for 
necejfhy u laid upon me^ yea^ wo u unto metf I 
preach not the Gofpel^ for if I do this thit^ will-^ 
in^y^ I have a reward i but ifagainji my wiH^ a 
dijpenfation ofthfi Gofpel is committed unto me : So 
tnay all Chriftians fay ; if we our felves keep 
^nd trgnfmi( to our pofterities the Holy Scri^ 

ptureS| 



Digitized by 



Google 



iftd Tie Cbr^Uans Bprdhtighi^ &c. 

ptnresi we have nothing to glory of, for a 
neoeflityis laid upon us, and wo be nnto us if 
we do not our (elves keep, and tranfintt to oar 
pofterity the Holy Scriptttres. If we db this 
thing willingly, we have a reward ; bat if a- 
gainttour will, the coftody of theGofpd, and 
at IcBiA, that diipeniktion of it, is committed to 
us. Bat if we are Trtditors, andgi?eupour 
BiUes, or take them away from others, let us 
confider how Mack an apoftacy and (acrileg^ 
we fhall incur. 

4« Th£ Mo(aick Law was a temporary oon^ 
ftitucion, and only ajbad$m vf pm tbin^jf u 
CMir, Heb. lo. i. bat the Go(pel being in its 
duration as well as its intendment, evirkfinig^ 
Rev. 11^6. and to remain ^pbtn timtjbiM be m 
m$re^ Rev. lo. 4. it is an infinitely more pro- 
cious defefitmn^ and io with sreater care and 
Iblemner acteflation to be preierv d. Not on*- 
iy the Clecgy, or the people of one particular 
Church, nor the Clergy of the univerfal are 
intmfted with this care t bnt 'tis the charge^ 
^e privitege and duty of every Chriflian man, 
that either is, or was, or ihall be in the world ; 
even that colledivc Church which above ail 
competition, i$ the pillar and gtaaki tf irui^ 
1 Tim. }. I f. againft which the affiiults of mm 
and devils, and even the gatei ^JmUJbaM mt 
prevaiiy Mat 16. i%. 

jr. Tut Goipels were not wtitttn by their . 
Holy Pen^men to inftnid; the Apoftlt^, but to 
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theChriftian Chorch, that they might Mieve 
fffiu wu $be Chrift^ tbijm rfGod^ and tbathe^ 
iievmg thiy m^Muel^etM his name^ Ja la. 
31. The Epittks were npc addrefi'd peculiarly 
to the l^hiopa and Deaconi, but Mtife H§ly 
brithrenj t9tb$ Church is efG§d that ar$fanRified 
iu ^ijits Chrift^ andt^aU thofs that call upm the 
name cfihe JJrd^fui Chrifl^ Rom. i. 7* i Coif. 
1.2. jtCor. I.I. Gal. I. a. Eph. i.i. G31.4. 
i^. 1 Thed r« ^7* Phil. i.i. Jam. 1. 1. i Pet. 
1. 1, ft Pet. I. Rev. I. 4. Or if by chance 
ibmeoaeortvooftheEpiftles were addrefs'd 
to an Ecclefiaftick perfbn, asthofeto TimHby 
and T^tWy their purport plainly refers to the 
coMnaruaity of Chri£tians,and the drpo/kum com* 
mitted to their traft ; i 7ii^. 6. 20. And St. Ji^hn 
on the other fide direds his Epiftlesto tho(e 
who were plainly ieculalr> to fathers, young 
men and ttttte children i and a Lady and her 
children, Epift. i* chap. 2. la, 13,14. and E- 
pift.2. 1. 1. 

tf. But befides the incereffc which every 
CSiriftiaii has inthecufiody of the Scripture 
upon the account of its being a dep^Jkum in- 
trafted to him , he has alfo another no le(s 
forcible ; that 'tis the Teftamei^t of his Sayi* 
our, by which he becomes a Son of God, no 
miore a Servantha a Swi and ifhebeaSany it 
IS the Aocltles inference, that he is then an 
biir^ an %eir efGod ihre ChriSty Gal. 4. 7. Now 
Mhe whc^ is heir to an eftate, is alio to the 
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deeds andconveiances thereof; which without 
injury cannot be detain d^ or if they be^ there 
is a remedy at Law for the recovery of them : 
To it fares in our Chriftian inheritance : every 
believer by the privilege of faith, is nwde a 
$on of Abrabamy and an heir of the promifes 
made unto the fathers, whereby he has an he* 
reditary intereft in the OldTeftament; and 
alfb by the privilege of the fame Faith he has 
a firm right to the purcbas d poffejjtm^ Eph. i. 
14. and the charter thereof, the New. There- 
fore the detention of the Scriptures, which 
are made up of the(e two parts, is a manifeft 
injuilice, and facrilegious invafion of a right, 
which the perfbn wrong d isimpbwerd, nay, 
is ftridlly oblig dby all lawful means to vindi- 
cate. 

7. Which invafion of right will appear 
more flagrant when the nature and impor- 
tance of it is confiderd; which relating to 
mens fpiritual intereft, renders the violation 
infinitely more injurious than it could be in 
any iecular. I might mention feveral detri- 
ments confequent to this detention of Scri- 
pture, even as many as there are benefits ap- 
pendant to the freeufeofit; but there is one 
of fb fundamental and comprehenfive a na- 
ture, that 1 need name no more; and that 
is, tnk( it delivers men up to any delufion 
their teachers fliall impofe upon tjtiem , by 
depriving them of means of detecting them. 

Where 
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Where there is no ftandardor meafures, 'tis 
eafie for men to fallifie both > and no lefseaiie 
is it to adulterate dodrines, where no recoarfe 
can be had to the primary rule. Now that 
there is a poffibility that falfe teachers may 
arife, we have all aflurance; nay we have the 
word of Chrift, and his Apoftles that it fhould 
be io ; and all Ecclefiaftick Story to atteft it 
has been (a And if in the firft and pureft 
times (thofe Ages of more immediate illumi« 
nation ) the God of this world found inftrumdnta 
whereby to blind mens minds , 2 Cor. 4. 4. it 
cannot be fiippos'd impofltble or improbable 
he fhould do fo now. 

8. But to leave generals, and toipeakto 
the cafe of that Church which magiiberially 
prohibits Scripture to the vulgar : fhe mani- 
feftly ftands liable to that charge of our Savi- 
our, Luk. II. ya. Te have taken away the key of 
knowledge ; and by allowing the common peo- 
ple no more Scripture than what fhe affords 
them in their Sermons and private Manuals, 
keeps it in her power to impofe on them what 
fhe pleafes. For 'tis fure thofe portions fhe 
ieled:s for them, fhall be none of thofe which 
clafh with thedodlrinesfhe recommends : and 
whenever fhe will ufe this power to the cor* 
rupting their faith, or worfnip ( yea, or their 
manners either } they muft brutifhly fubmit to 
it, becaufe they cannot bring her dilates ta 
the reft. 

R 9. But 
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9. But 'twill i3e laid, this danger (he 
wards by her dodlrine of infallibility ; that isj 
fhe enervates a probable fuppoiition attefted by 
event , by an impoffible one confuted by e- 
vent. For *tis certain that all particular 
Churches may err; and tho* the conicipuf- 
nefs of chat forces the Roman Church upon 
the abfiird pretence of univerfality , to aflerc 
her infallibility ^ yet alas Tyber may as well 
call it felf theOcean^or Italy the world, as 
the Roman Church may name it felf the uni- 
verfal $ whilit 'tis (6 apparent that far the 
lefs part of Chriltians are under her commu- 
nion. And if fhe be but a particular Churchy 
flie has no immunity from errours, nor thofe 
under her from having thofe errours (how 
pernicious fbever ) impos'd upon them. As 
to her having ad:ually err'd , and in diverge 
particulars, the proof of that has been the work 
of fb many Volumes, that 'twould be imper-. 
tinent here to undertake it : I fhall only ih- 
ftance in that of Image-worfhip , a pradice 
perfe<flly irreconcilable with the fecond com- 
mand^^}^t; and doubtlefs clearly difcernd 
by her j|) be fb; upon which account it is, 
th^ttho by Tranflations and Paraphrafes (he 
wrefts and moulds other Texts to comply 
with her DocStrineSj yet fhe dares not truft to 
thofe arts of this : but takes a more compen- 
dious courfe , and expunges the Command- 
ment s as is evident iq her Catechiiins and 

other 
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other Manuals* Now a Church that can thus 
facrilegioufly purloin one Commandment (and 
tuch a one as God has own d himfelf the 
mod jealoufly concern'd in ) and to delude her 
Children fplit another to make up the num« 
ber, may as her needs require, fubftrad: 
and divide what others ihe pleafe : and then 
whilft all refbrt to Scripture is obftruded, 
how fatal a hazard muft thofe poor fouls run, 
who are oblig d to follow thefe blind, or ra- 
ther thefc winking guides into the ditch ? 

10. But all thefe criminations (he retorts 
by objed:ing the dangers of allowing the Scri* 
ptures to the vulgar, which fhe accufes as the 
ipringofaltSeds, Schifms, andHerefies. To 
which 1 anfwer firft, ^that fuppofing this were 
true, 'twas certainly forefeen by God, who 
notwithfbnding laid no reftraint ; probably 
as fore-feeing, that the dangers of implicite 
faith (to which fuch' a reftraint muit fubjed: 
men) would be far greater: and if God faw 
fit to indulge the li^rty, thofe that fhall op- 
pofe it muft certainly think they do not only 
partake, but have tranfplanted in&llibility 
from God to themfelves. 

11. But fccondly, 'tis not generally true, 
that Seds,^Schifms, and Herefies are owing to 
this liberty : All Ecclefiaftical &ory fhews U9 
that they were not the illiterate Lay-men, but 
the learned Clerks who were ufually the 
broachers of Herefies. And indeed many of 
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them were fo fubtile and aerial, as could nevec 
bave been forg d in grofler brains, but were 
founded not on Scripture merely miftaken, but 
rack'd and diftorted with nice criticifms, and 
quirks of Logick, as feveral of the Ancients 
complain : fbme again fprang from that ambi- 
tion of attaining, or impatience of milling 
Ecclefiaftical dignities; which appropriates 
them to the Clergy. So that iftheabufe infer 
a forfeiture of the ufe, the Learned bave of 
others the leaft title to the Scriptures 5 and 
pnerhaps thofe who now ingrofs them^ the leaft 
title of all the Learned. 

12. On the other fide, Church ftory in- 
deed mentions fome Lay-propugnets of Here* 
lies 5 but thofe for tWmoft part were either fo 
grofs and beftial ; as d^arag'd and confuted 
themfelves and Aiathors, and rofe rather from 
the brutifh inclination of the men, than from 
their miftakes of Scripture: or elfe they were 
by the immediate infufion of the devil, who 
back'd his Heretical fu^geftions with forcerie 
and lying wonder^ as in Simon MofftSy Me^ 
nandefy ^c. And for latter tifiHes, tho' fome- 
times there happens among the vulgar a few. 
pragmatick fpirits, t^t l6Ve to tamiper.with 
the obfeureft Texts, aad will Undertake to 
expound before they uftderftand j yet that is 
not their common teinper: the generality are 
rather'in the Qther extreme, ftupid and unob- 
fervent even crif the plaineft doftrihes. And if 
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to this be objeded the multitude of Quakers 
and Fanaticks, who generally are of the igno- 
rant (brt; I anfwer, that 'tis manifeft the firft 
propugners of thofe tenets in Germany were 
not feduc d into them by miftakes of Scri* 
ptare, but induftrioufly fbrm'd them, at once 
to di%ui(e and promote their villainous de- 
figns of (edition and Rapine : and as for thofe 
amongft us, it is not at all certain that their 
firft. errours were their own produd:ions: 
there are vehement prefumptions that the 
feeds were fbwn by greater Artificers ; whole 
firft bufinefs was to unhinge them firom the 
Church , and then to fill their Heads with 
ftrange Chimera's of their priviledges and 
perfediions > and by that intoxication of 
Spiritual Pride, difpofe them for all dela- 
iions : and thereby render them , like Sam* 
fins Foxes, fit inftruments to fet all in com- 
bullion. 

13. But admit this were but a conje<3:ure, 
and that they were the fble Authors of their 
own frenzy ; how appears it that the liberty{of 
reading the Scriptures was the cauie of it } 
Had tnefe men been of the l^mijh Commu- 
nion, and (b been interdiifted private reading, 
yet fome broken parts of Scripture would 
have been in Sermons and Books dF Devotion 
communicated to them > had it not been as pof- 
£93le for them to have wrefted what they heard 
08 what they read > In one refpe^ it feems rar 
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ther more likely: for inthofe \oofe and inci- 
dental quotations the connexion is (bmetimes 
not fo difcernable: and many Texts there are 
whofc (enfe is fo interwoven with the context, 
that without confulting that , there may be 
very pernicious miftakes : on which account 
it is probably more fafe that the Auditor 
ibould have Bibles toconfolt. So that this re- 
ftraintof Scripture is a ver^ fallible expedient 
of the infallible Church, find indeed them- 
felves have in event found it fo 5 for if it were 
fo foveraign a prophylad^ick againft errour, 
how comes it to pais that fo many of their 
members who were under that difcipline have 
revolted from them into that which they call 
Herefie ? If they fay, the defection was made 
by fome of the Learned to whom the Scri- 
pture was allow'd, why do they not (accord- 
ing to their way of arguing ) take it from 
them alfo upon that experiment of its mifchief, 
and confine it only to the Infallible Chair f^ but 
if they own them to have been unlearned (as 
probably the jllbigenfes and Waldenfes^ &c. 
were) they may fee how infignificant a guard 
thisreftraint is againfterrour: and learn how 
little is got by that policy which controuk 
the Ddvine Wi(3om. 

14. Nor can they take fhelter in the ex- 
ample of the primitive Chriftians : for they in 
the conftant ufe of the Holy Scriptures yield- 
ed not unto the Jews. Whereas tiic Jews had 

the 
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the Scriptures read publickly to them every 
Sabbath-day i which Jofephus againft Jppiom 
thus exprefles: Mofes expounded to the Jews the 
tnofi exceUent and necefary learning of tie Law ^ 
not by hearing it once or trvice^ but every feventh 
day laying afide their wor^s^ he commanded them 
to affemblefor the hearing of the Law^ and through-- 
ly and exaSfy to learn it. Parallel to this was the 
pra(3:ice^ of the primitive Church, performed 
by the Led^or^ or Reader, of which Jufiim 
Martyr in his 2 j4pol. gives this account. Om 
the day caltd Sunday^ all that abide in Towns or 
the countries aboutj meet in one placOj and the writ^ 
if^s of the Jpojlles akd Prophets are ready fi far 
as there u place. So Tertullian in his ^poL de- 
icribing the offices in the publick Aflemblies: 
We feed our faith with the [acred Words ^ weraife 
our hopes J and efiablijb our reliance. 

I J. And as the Jews thought it indecent 
for perfbns profeffing piety, to let three days 
pais without the offices thereof in the congre- 
gation; and therefore met in their Synagogues 
upon every Tuefday and Thurfday in the 
week, and there performed the duties of fad- 
ing, prayer, and hearing the Holy Scriptures 9 
concerning which isthe boaftof the Pharifee, 
Luk. 18. 12. in conformity hereto the Chri- 
ftians alfb, their Sabbath being brought for- 
ward from the Saturday to the day follow- 
ing, that the like number of days might 
not gals them without performing the afore- 
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f^id duties in the corygregation , met together 
on the Wednefdays and Fridays ^ which 
were the days of Station, fb frequently men- 
tion d in Tertulhany and others, the firft writ* 
ers of the Church. 'tertuUian exprefsly fays, 
that the Chriftians dedicated to the offices of 
Piety, the fourth andfixth day afthe week : and 
Clemens AUx. fays of the Chriftians, that they 
underfiood the Jeer et reafons of their tveekly fajis^ 
to TPttj thoje of the fourth day of the week ^ and 
that of preparation before the Sabbath , common-- 
ly calf a Wednefday and Friday. Where ,. by 
the way, we may take notice what ground 
there is for the obfervation of the Wednef- 
day and Friday in our Church, and the Li* 
tanies then appointed, fb much negle<£i:ed in 
this profligate Age. 

Id. But feeondly, as the Jews were dili- 
gent in the private reading of the Scripture; 
being taught it from their infancy : which 
cuftome Saint l^aul refers to i Tim. 3. \j. 
l^hcvtof ^ofepbus againft Jfpion (ays , That if 
a man as\any Jew concerning the Lawsy he WiS 
tell every thing readier than his name : for learn* 
ing them from the prft time they have fenfe of 
any thing , they retain them imprinted in their 
minds. So were the firft Chriftians equally in* 
duftious in improving th^ir knowledge of 
divine Truth. T5&^ whole life of a Chrtjiian ^ 
lays Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. 7. ua Holyfolemnity^ 
there his facrifices are prayers and praijes ; ^- 
'- fore 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sect. IV. Ct^y ^fHdly Scripture. i j^ 

f^e every med hi bat the readings if the HafyScri^ 
pures \ and Pfalms^ ufki fjymns at the time of hit 
meals. Whkh TtrtuSiim 2\Co defcribes in his 
^/. and St. Cyprian in the end of the Epift. 
to Donatusi 

17- And this is &rther e?idencd by the 
early and nanoeroas Verfions of the Scriptures 
into all Yolgar Languages ; concerning which 
Thevderet fpeaks in hi6 Book of the Cure of the 
AfieAions of die Greeks, Serm. f. IFe Chri-^ 
fiians ({ays he) are enahkdtojbett^ the power efA- 
pofiolick andPr€pheticl(^l>o8rmesy which have Jiff d 
att Countries under Heaven. Fer that which woe 
fermerlyutteird in Htlkre^^ ismtmly tranjlaud 
into the Language of the Gretians^ but alfo the J^n- 
mans^ Egyptians^ Perfians^ Indians^ Jkmenianiy 
Scythians^ Samaritans s and in a word into aUtbe 
LamQuips that are usd by any Nation. The 
fame is faid by Saint Chryjbfiom in his firft Ho- 
mily upon S^mt John. 

1 8. Nor was this done by the blind zeal 
of inconfiderable men, but the moft eminent 
Do<9:or$ of the Church were concern'd herein : 
inch as Origen^ who with infinite labour con* 
trivd the Hexapla. SoSxkt Chryfofiom^ who 
tranflated the New Teftament, Pfalms, and 
Ibme part of the Old Teftament into the Ar- 
menian Tongue, as witneflcs Geor. Akx. \ii th^- 
life of Chryfoft. So Vlphiiad the firft Bilhop of 
the Goths tranflated the Holy Scripture into 
the Gothick j as Socrat. Ecch Hifi. t. 4. cap. 3 3. 
/ S and 
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and others teftifie« Saint Jerome^ who tranflat* 
ed them not only into Latin from the He- 
brew^the Old Italidc verfion having been from 
the Greek i but aUb into his native vulgar 
Dalmatick: which he (ays himfelf in his £pi- 
QXt to Sophrmius. . 

19. But the peoples having them for their 
private and conftant ufe appears farther by 
the Heathens making the extorting of them 
a part of their perfecution : and when divers 
did faint in that trial, and bafely furren- 
der d them , we find the Church levell'd her 
Severity only againft the offending perfbns , 
did not ( according to the Romifh equity ) pu* 
nilh the Innocent, by depriving them of 
that Sacred Book, becaufe the others had €0 
unworthily proftituted it ( though the prevenr 
tion of fuch a pro&nation for the future had 
been as fair a plea for it as the Romanifts do 
now make:) but on the contrary the primi- 
tive Fathers are frequent, nay indeed impor- 
tunate in their exhortations to the private ftu- 
dy of Holy Scripture, which they recommend 
to Chriftians of all Ranks, Ages, and Sexes. 

20. As an inftance hereof let us hear Cle- 
mens ofjilex. in his Exhortation. The wordj fays 
he, is not hid from any ^ it is a common light 
thatjbineth to all men $ there is no obfcwrity in 
it ; hear it you that be far eff^ and hear it you that 
are nigh. 

21. To this purpofe St. Jerome fye^ in his 

Epiftle 
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Epiftle to Leta^ whom he dtreds in the edu- 
cation of her young daughter , and advifes, 
that inflead of gems andfilk^jbe be enamour d with 
the Holy Scripture j wherein not goldy or skins ^ or 
Babylonian embroideries^ but a correH and beau^ 
tiful variety producing faith j will recommend its 
felfi Let her fhrjl learn the Pfaltery and be en^ 
tertaind with thofe foms ; then be infiruBed unto 
life by the Proverbs 0/^ Solomon: let her learn 
from Ecclefiaftes to dej^ife worldly things ; /ra«- 
fcribe from Job the praSice of patience and ver^ 
tue : let herpafs then to the Gojpelsy and never let 
them be out of her hands : and then imbibe with all 
the faculties of the mindy the jtSts of the jipoflles^ 
and Epi files. When Jbe hoc enrich* d the fiore^ 
houfe of her breaft with thefe treafures , let her 
karn the Prophets^ the Heptateuch^ or books of 
Mof^S) Jofhua and Judges, the books of Kings 
and Chronicles, the volumes of Ezra and Either ; 
a^d lafily the Canticles. And indeed, this Fa- 
ther is fo concern'd to have the unletter d Fe- 
male Sex skilful in the Scriptures, that tho' he 
Iharply rebukes their pride and over- weening 5 
he not only frequently refblves their doubts 
concerning difficult places in the (aid Scri- 
ptures, but dedicates feveral of his Commen- 
taries to them. 

a a. The fame is to be (aid of Saint Aufiin^ 
who in his Epiftles to unletter d Laicks, en^ 
courages their enquiries concerning the Scri- 
pture, aSxitinQ Foh^anus Bp.i* that itfpeaks 

Sa thofe 
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tbpfe things that are plain to the heoFt of tb^ 
kamed am unkarned, as a famihar friend ^ in 
the myfteriousj momts n$t up. into bigb tbrafes 
which might daer a Jhw and tmkamei nund^ 
{as the poor are its their addrejfes to the rich >) 
but invites all with lowly fpeesh ^ feeding with 
mamfeft truths and sxerti^ng with fecret. And 
Ep.j.zi. teils the dcvoM Prohay. (bat in this 
worlds where we are ahjent from the Lmd^ and 
waU( by faith and not by J^y the foul is ta 
think^itfelfdefolate^ and never ceafe from prayer j 
and the words o/Dwine and Holy Scripturoy &c. 

z$. Saint Cbryfo/iom io his third Homi- 
ly o£ Las^arus thus addrei&s him(elf to mi«r^ 
rted perfons^ hot^-hdders^ and people engagd in 
trades and fecular prof effionsi teiliogthem, that 
the reading of the Scripture is a great defenfative. 
againfi fin > and on the other fidoy the ignorance 
thereof is a ikep and head-long precipice s that not 
to kftoTv the LMf (fGody is the utU^ lofs of Jaha* 
tiou; that this has caufed Her efiesy and corruption 
QfLifcy and has cof^ounded the order of things : for 
it cannot be by any meansy that his laoourjbould he 
fruitkfsy who emploNs himfe^ in a d(Ufy and at^ 
tentive reading of the Scripture^ 

24. / amnoty (ays the fame Saint Chryfoflomy 
Homil 9. onColof. 3. a Moniy I have Wife aesd 
Children^ and the cares of a Fanufy^ But 'tis a de- 
firuSlive cpiniony that the reading of the Scripture 
pertains only to thofewho have odchBed them/elves 
to a Monafiick^ life j when the reading of Scripture 
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is much WMre weijpKry for Jecular perfms : /ir 
tbey who cmxnrfe abroad y and receive freMmt 
i»mndsy are ingreatefi needs ef remedies anafre^ 
fervatives. So Horn. 2. on Matt. Btarkgn aayeu 
that are Jecular J hove you ought to order your Wives 
and Children y and hotp you ate particularly en^ 
joynd to read the Scripturesy and that not perfun^ 
Uorily^ or by chame^ out very diligently. 

2,f. Like W1S& Horn. 3. on Lay^rus. What 
fayejithou^ man} it is not thy bufinojs to turn 
oMt the Scripture , heiag difiraSed by kmume^ 
rahie cares j uoy thou hafi therefore the greater 
oU^atiom : others do not Jo much fidnd in need 
of tbaaids of the Scripture y as they who are oon^ 
verjant in nmehbufinejs.^ Farchef, Homil. 9. on 
Hobr. y. / befeecbyou ne^eB not the reading of 
the ScripUtres ; but whether we mmprehend the 
nteamng (fwbat is ^okpn or mtty let us always 
be converfmt in them: for daily meditation 
firengthens i^e memory 9 and it frequently hap* 
pensy thai what you now canmt find outy if you 
attempt it i^aiuy you^wiU the next day dijcover x 
for God of hir goodne/r vM enlighten the mind. 
It were eodkfs ta tranfcribe all the Exhorta- 
tions of the ancient IXhSoit s and Fathers of 
the Chtnrch > they noc only periaittcd, birt 
earneftly preft upon all Chnftians, whatever 
their ftate or condition were y the conftant 
reading of the holy Scripture. Nor indeed was 
their rcftraint ever beard of till the Church of 
J^me had efpous d fuch dodrines as would 

not 
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not bear the teft of Scripture : and then as 
tfaofe who deal ijti falfe wares are us'd to do, 
they found it neceflary to proportion their 
lights accordingly. 

26. This Peter Sutor injiis fecond Book 
Cap. 22. of the Tranflation of the Scripture 
honeftly confefles, i^yi^^g) ^bat whereas many 
things are enjoynd which are not exprejly in Scrt- 
pturey the unlearned obferving this will be apt 
to murmur and complain that fo heavy burthens 
are laid upon them , and their Chriflian liberty 
infrin^d. They will eajily be with- drawn from 
obfervmg the ConfiittUions of the Churchy when they 
find that they are not contain d in the Law of 
Chrifi. And that this was not a frivolous fug- 
geftion, the defperate attempt of the J^ma- 
nifts above mention d, in leaving out the fe- 
cond Coifimandment in their Primers and Ca- 
techifms, which they communicate to the peo- 
ple^ may pafs for an irrefragable evidences 
For what Lay-^man would not be (hockt to 
find Almighty God Command, not to makg 
any ^avtn image^ nor the likenefs of any thing 
that is in Heaven above^ or in the Earth beneath^ 
or in the Water under the Earth ; that no onejhould 
bow down to them^ nor worjbip them : when he 
fees the contrary is praAiced and commanded 
by the Church. 

27. But would God none but the I{o- 
manifi were impeachable of this detention 
of Scripture: there are too many among us 

that 
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thae are thus falfe and envious to themfelves : 
and what 'the former do upon policy and pre- 
tence of reverence, thofe do upon mere ofci- 
tancy and avow'd profanenefs; which are much 
worfe inducements. And for fuch as thefe to 
declaim againft detention of the Scripture, is 
like the Law- (uits of thofe who contend only 
about fuch little pundiilio'sas themfelves de- 
fign no advantage from, but only thewodfting 
their Adverfaries : and it would be much fafer 
for them to lie under the interdid of others, 
than thus to reftrain themfelves : even as much 
as the errours of obedience are more excufable, 
than thofe of contempt and profanenefs. 

at. And here 1 would have it ferioufly 
confider d that the Edid: of Dmletian for 
the demolifhing the Chriftian Churches, and 
the burning their Bibles, became the cha- 
rad3:er and particular aggravation of his moffc 
bloody persecution. Now fhould Almighty 
God call us to the like trial, fhould Antichri- 
ftian violence, whether heathen or other, take 
from us our Churches and our Bibles, what 
comfort could we have in that calamity, if 
our contempt of thofe blefSngs drove them 
from us ; nay, prevented perfecution, and be* 
reft us of them even whilft we had them in 
our power ? He who negledis to make his 
conftant refbrt unto the Church , which by 
Gods mercy now ftands open ; or to read di- 
ligently the holy Scriptures , which by the 

fame 
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iame divine GoodneQ are free for him toufe, 
is his own Diooleiian; and without the ter* 
roars of death, or torments, has renouncd, if 
not the Faith, the great inftruments of its 
conveiance , and pledge of God Almighties 
prelence among the fons of men. 

19. But what if men either upon the one 
motive or the other, will not read ; yet the 
^riptures continue ftill moft worthy to be 
read : they retain ftill their propriety for all 
thofe excellent ends to which God defign'd 
them : and as the Prophet tells the Jews, £^.2.f. 
wbetber they mil hear ^ or whether they rvtU forbear ^ 
theyJbaU fyom that there has been a Prophet among 
them : (b whether we will take the benefit or 
no, we (hall one day find that the holy Scri- 
ture ,would have made us tvife tmto falvation. 
If thro' our fault alone they fail to do fo, they 
will one day aflume a lefs grateful office; and 
from guides andiaffiftants, Ixicome accufers and 
witnefies againft us. 



SECT. 
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S E C T. V. 

The Scripture has great propriety and 
Jitnefs towards the attainment of 
its excellent end. 

TJETE are now in the next place to confi- 
^^ der hoMT exa<aiy the holy Scriptures 
are adapted to thofe great ends to which 
they are dire(3;ed: how fufEcient they are for 
that important negotiation on which they 
are ient : and that we fhali certainly find 
tfienii if we look on them either intrinfecally, 
or circumftantially. For the firft of thefe no- 
tions we need only to refledk on the third 
Part of this difcourfe) where the Scri]jture 
in reiped; of the fbbjed: Matter is evinc d to 
be a (yfteme of the moft excellent Laws, back'd 
with the moft'tranfcendent rewards and pu*^ 
nifhments 5 and the certainty of thofe con- 
firm'd by fuch pr^nant inftances of Gods 
mercies and rengeance in this world , as are 
the fiireft gages and earnefts of what we are 
bid to expe^ in another. 

1. Now what method imaginable can 
there be ufed to rational creatures of more 
force and energy ? Nay it feems to defcend 
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even to our padions and accopimodates it 
felf^to our feveral inclinations. And feeing 
how few Profclytes there are to bare and naked 
vertue, and how many tointerefl: and advan- 
tage J God clofes with them upon their own 
terms, and does not fb much injoin as buy thofe 
little feryices he asks from us. 

3. But becaufe fome mens natures are fb 
difingenuous as to hate to be obliged no lefs 
than to be reformed, the Scripture has goads 
and fcourges to drive fuch beafts as will not 
be led ; terrours and threatnings. and thofe 
of moft formidable forts , to affright thofe 
who will not be allur'd. Nay left incredu- 
lous men (hould queftiop the reality of future 
rewards or punifhments, the Scripture gives as 
fenfible evidence of them as we are capable 
of receiving in this world 5 by regiftring fiich 
iignal protei^ions and judgements proporti- 
oned to vertue and vice, asfufficiently attefts 
the Pfalmifts Axiom : Voubtlefs there u a God 
thatjudfftb the earthy Ffal. f8. ii« and leaves 
nothing to the impenitent finner, but z fearful 
eicpe^ation of that fiery indignation tbreatned 
hereafter; Heh. 10.27. 

4. A N D now methinks the Scripture feems to 
be that ^^^ our Saviour fpeaks of^ that caught of^ 
every fort^ Matt. 13. 47* itisoffbvaft acom- 
pafs, that it muft, one would think, fetch in all 
kind of tempers : and furehad we not mixt na- 
tures with fiends , contrad:ed fome of their 

malice 
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malice and obftinacy, mere human pravi(y 
could not hold out. 

S* And as the Holy Scripture is thus fitly 
proportion d to its end in refoeA of the fubn 
jeA matter, (b is it aUb in reference to its cir- 
cumftances , which all confpire to render it, 
the pofwer of God unto falvationj Rom. 1.16. In 
the firft rank of thofe we muft place its Divine 
Original , which ftamps it with an uncon- 
troulable authority ; and is an infallible (ecu- 
rity that the matter of it is perfeiStly true : 
fince it proceeds from that Eflential Verity 
which cannot abuie us with fraudulent pro- 
mi(es or threatnings : and from that Infinite 
Power that cannot be impeded in the execution 
of what he purpofes. 

6. Yet to render this circumftance effi- 
cacious there needs another; to wit, that its 
being the Word of God be fufficiently tefti- 
fy'd to us : and we have in the foregoing di(^ 
courfe evinced it to be fb , and that in the 
utmoft degree that a matter of that kind is 
capable of, beyond which no (bber man wilt 
require evidence in any thing. And certainly 
thefe two circumftances thus united, have a 
mighty force to imprefs the did:ates of Scri- 
pture on us. And we mufl: rebel againft God 
and our own cbnviiSkions too, to hold out a- 
gainft it. 

7. A third circumftance relates to the 
frame and compofure of this Divine Boo^ 

T 2 both 
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both as to method 9 and ftile: concerniiig 
which I have already made fomc reflexions^ 
But now that I may (peak more diftiodly, I 
obfervc ic takes its riiib firom the firft point 
of time wherein 'twas jpoilible for mankind 
to be concern d 9 and u> gradually proceeds 
to its fall and renovation: (hews us firft our 
need of a Redeemer^ and then points us out 
who it is by Types and Promiies in the Old 
Teftamenc, and by way of Hiftory and Com- 
pletion in the New« In the former it ac- 
quaints us with that Pedagogy of the Law 
which God defign'd as our Scboid mafiir to 
iri9^ us to Cbri/iy GaJ. 3. af . And in the Co-^ 
&el (hews us yet a more eKcellent way ; pre- 
fents us with tho(e more fublime elevated do- 
dirines, which Chrift came down from Heaven 
to reveal. 

t. A$ fortfaeftile> that is full of grateful 
variety, fbmetimes high and maieii:ick, as 
becomes that Higb ^naonly One that inhabit- 
eth Etermty^ Eiaiah f 7» i f • and ibmetimes (b 
humble and after the manner of men^ as a- 
grees to the other part of his Chara^r, his 
dwelling is with him that is if an humbU fpirif^ 
£(ai. 5*7* If. i know profane wits are apt to 
brand this as an unevennefs of ftile : but they 
may as well accufe the various notes of Mniick 
as deftrudtive to harmony, or blame an Orator 
for being able to tune his tongue to the moft 
different ftrains. 

9. Ano- 
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9. A w oTH £ R excelkncK of the ftile, » ix$ 
propriety to the <ev«ral fubjeds it treats o£ 
When it (peaks of fucb things as God would 
not have Men pry into, it wraps th«m op ia 
clouds and thick darknefe r by chat means to 
deter inquifitive VKiKi (as he did at Sinai) 
from breaking into the Mount, ExQd, zo. Ana 
that he gives any intimation at all of ftlcbi 
feems dehgndonlv to give us a jufteftioiate 
how ihallow our Gomprehenfions are i and 
excite us to adore and admire that Ahyfi 
of Divine Wifdom which we can never fa^ 
thom. 

10. Things of a middle nat<^re, which 
may be u(eful to (bme, but are not indifpenft- 
bly necedary to all, the Scripture leaves more 
acceffible, yet not fo obvious as to be within 
every mans reach : but makes them only the 
prize of induftry, prayer, and humble endea- 
voqrs. And it is no fmall benefit, that thoie 
who covet the knowledge of divine Truth, 
are by it engag d to cake theie vertues in the 
way. Befides, there is (b much time requir d 
to that ftudy, as renders it inconiiftent with 
tho& (ecular bufit^es wherein the genera** 
lity of men are immerft : and con(equently 
tis nece(Iary that thole who addid them* 
felves to the one , have competent vacancy 
from the other : And in this it hath a vifihle 
ufe by being very contributive to the main* 
tainifig that Spiritual fubordination of the 
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people to the Paftors i which God has efta- ' 
blifh'd. Miriam and Corahs Fartilans are a 
pregnant inftance how much the opinion of 
equal knowledge unfits for fubje&ion: and 
ve fee by fad experience how much the bare 
pretence of it has difturb'd the Church, and 
made thofe turn Preachers who never were uq- 
derflanding Hearers. 

11. But befides thefe' more abftrufe, there 
are eafiei^ truths in which every man is con-- 
cem'd; the explicit knowledge whereof is ne- 
ceilary to. all: I mean the Divine Rules for 
faving Faith and Manners- And in thofe the 
Scripture flile is as plain as ppffible^ con- 
defcends to the apprehenfions of the rudeft 
Capacities: fb that none that can read the 
Scripture but will there find the way to blifs 
evidently chalked out to him. That 1 may 
ofe the words of Saint Gr^g^rjf, The Lamb may 
wade in thofe waters of Life j as weU as the Ele^ 
phant may fwim. The Holy Ghojiy as Saint Ju^ 
fiin tells us, lib, 2. of Chriltian dodrine, cap. 6. 
has made in the plainer places of Scripture magni- 
ficent and hedthftd provifion for our hunger ^ 
and in the obfcure^ againfi fatiety. For there are 
Jcaree any things drawn from obfcure places , 
which in others are not Jpoken mofi plainly. And 
he farther adds, that if any thing happen-to be 
no where explain d^ every man may there abound in 
bis own fenfe. 

12. So again in the fame Book, cap. 9. 

he 
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. be (aies , that all thofe things which co9icerm 
Faith and Manners^ are plaimy to be met with 
in the Scripture i and Szmtjeromein his Coal- 
men ton Ef. 19. tells us, that 'tis the cufiom ef 
the Scripture to clofe obfcure fayings mth thojk 
that are eafy ; and what was jmiexprefsddarJ^ 
fy J to propofe in evident words : which very 
thing is /aid likewiie by Saibt Chryfofiom^ 
Horn. 9. 2 Cor. 4. 11. who inhisfirit Homily 
on St. Mat, farther declares , that the Scri- 
tures are eafy to be underjlood^ and expos d to vsJr 
gar capacities. 

13. He faies again, Hom. upon £/2ij^, that 
the Scriptures are not mettals that^ require the 
help of Miners^ .but affisrd a treafure eajily to be 
bad to them that feeJ^ the riches contain d in 
them. It t$ emu^ only to Jloop dorvn ^ and looJ^ 
Mon them , and depart replenijb'd with wealth ^ 
tt u enough only to open them^ and behold the 
Blendour of thofe Gems. Again Horn. 3. on the 
lecond Ep. to the Thefl! 2. jiU things are eui*^ 
dent and Jlraity which are in the holy Scripture ; 
whatever u necejfary umanifefi. So al(b Horn. 
3. on Gen. 14. It cannot be that he who isftu* 
dious in the holy Scripture Jbould be rejeSed: 
for though the injhuBion of men be wanting j the 
Lord from above will inlighten our mindsy Jhine 
in upon our reafon , reveal what u fecret , and 
teach what we do not kpow. So Horn, i . on Jo. 1 1« 
Ahni^ty God involves his doSrine with no mifis^ 
and darknefs , as did the Philofophers : his do- 
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Urine i brighter than the Stm^eamiy and nM^ 
iOuftriMi s and tberrfare every tpbere iUffiudi 
and Hon. tf. on Jo. 1 1» Hie do&rim isjefiutk^ 
that mt ofdj the mfe^ but even ipomeny and 
jembs mafi $mprehend it. HoiD. 1 3. on Gen. ±4 
Lausgototbe Scripture as wrMarJ(^^ which is 
its atvn iaterpriter. And food after faies^ that 
the Scripture intirfnretsitfelf^ and Mits not its 
jtu^ter t0 err. To the fame pitrpote faies Cyril 
in his third book againft Jidian. In the Scripture 
nMbing is diffictdt to tbem^ whe are cornier jant in 
them as they ought to be. 

i4< I T is therefore a groondlefi cavil which 
men tnakd at the obTcoriry of the Scripture 1 
fince it is not obTcure in thofe things urheve* 
Stt 'tisour contfflOfi tntereft it fliould be plain : 
which fnfficiently jnftifies its propriety to that 
great end of makif^ us mfe unto Solvation. 
And for thofe things which feem lefs intel^ 
ligiUe to US) many of them become /b^ not by 
toe innate oHcnrity of the Text^ but by ex-^ 
trinfick circomitances (of which perhaps the 
oter-bufy tampering of Paraphrafts y pleafed 
with new notions of their own , may be 
reckon d for one. ) But this fub/ecathe Reader 
may find fo well purfued in Mr. Soyls TraA 
concerning the ftik of Scripture, that 1 fliall 
be kindeft both to him and it to refer him thi- 
ther 5 as alfo for anlwer to thofe other ouero- 
loQs objections, which men galled witn the 
ienfe or the Scripture hare made to its ftile. 

If. A 
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if. A.thii^d circumftance in which the 
Scripture is fitted to attain its end, is its being 
committed to writing, as that is diftingaifh'd 
from oral delivery. It ismoft true, the word 
of God- is df equal authority and efficacy 
which way fbever it be deliver d : The Ser- 
mons of the Apoftles were every jot as divine 
and powerful but of their mouths, as they arc 
now in theit ftory. All the advantage there^ 
fore that the written Word can pretend to 
is in order to its perpetuity, as it is afecurer 
ivay of derivation to pofterity, than that of 
oral Tradition. To evince that it is fb , I 
fiiall firft weigh the rational probabilities on 
either fide. Secondly, 1 ftiallconfider to which 
God himfelf appears in Scripture to give the 
deference. 

I tf. For the firft ofthefe, Ifliall propofe 
tliis confideratidn, which 1 had occafion to 
intimate before , that the Bible being writ 
for theunivcrfal ufe of the faithful, 'twas ai 
univerfally difperft amongftthem : The Jews 
had the Lav^ not only in their Synagogues, 
but in theij^private faoufes^ and as foon as the 
Evangelical Books were writ, they were (bat- 
ter d into all places where the Chriftjan 
Faith hgd .obtain d. Now when there was 
{uch a valjb multitude of Copies, and thofe (6 
revefred by Uiepofleflbrs, that they thought it 
the highisift pitch of Sacrilege to expofe them, 
itmuftfurely benextto impofiible entirely to 
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iupprefs that Book. Befides, it coald never be 
attempted bat by (bme eminent violence, as it 
was by the heathen Perfecotors 9 which ( ac- ' 
cording to the common effed: of oppofition ) 
ferv'd to enhance the Chriftians value of the 
Bible: and conlo^uently when the ftorm was 
paft, to excite their diligence for recruiting the 
number. So that^ unlefs in after Ages^ all the 
Chriftians in the world fliould at once make a 
voluntary defed:ion, and confpire to eradicate 
their Religion, the Scriptures could not be'' ut- 
terly extinguifh'd. 

17 • And that which (ecures itfirom total 
fjiippreffion, do's in a great degree do (b from 
corruption and faliification. For whilft (b 
many genuine copies are extant in all parts 
of the world, to be appealed to, it would be a 
very difficult matter to impoie a (purious one i 
eipecially if the chai^'d were £0 material as 
^to awaken mens jealoufies. And it muft be 
only in a place and age of ^rofs ignorance, 
that any can be daring enougn to attempt it. 
And if it fhould happen to lucceed in fuch a 
particular Church, yet what is that totheuni- 
verlal? And to think to have the foigery ad- 
mitted there, is fas a learned man faies) like at- 
tempting to poiion the Sea. 

1 8. On the other fide, oral Tradition 
ieems much more liable to hazards i erroor 
may there infinuate it ielf much more infen- 
fibly. And tho' there be no univerfal conipi- 
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racy to admit it at firft; yet like a fmall 
eruption of waters, it widens its own paflage, 
till it caofes an inundation. There is no im- 
preflion fb deep, but time and intervening 
accidents may wear it out of mens minds; efpe- 
cially where the noti6ns are many and are 
founded not in nature, but poiicive inftitu- 
tion , as a great part of Chriftian Religion 
is. And when we confider the various tem- 
pers of men, *twill not be flirangtf that fiic- 
ceeding Ages will not always be determined 
by the Traditions of the former. Someiire 
pragmatick , and think themfelves fitter to 
prefirribe to the belief of their Pofterity, than! 
to follow that of their Anceftors : fbme have, 
interefts and defigns which will be better 
ferv d by new Tenets : and (bme are ignorant 
and miftaking, and may unawares corrupt 
the dodrine they (hould barely deliver : and 
of this laft fort we may guefs there may be 
many , fince it falls commonly to the Mo« 
thers lot to imbue Children wjth the firft ru- 
diments. 

19. Now in all thefo cafes how poffible 
is it diat primitive Tradition may be either 
loft or adulterated? and confoquently, and 
in proportion to that poffibility, our confi- 
dence of it muft be fta^er d. I am fure ac- 
cording to the common eftimate in (eculars 
it muft be fo. For 1 appeal to any man whe- 
ther he be not apter to credit a relation which 
U 2 comes 
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comes from an eye^witnefs than at the third 
or fourth) much more at the hundredth re^ 
bound : (as in this, cafe.) And daily expe« 
rience tells us, tha( a true and probable ftory 
by pafiing thro' many hands, often grows 
to an improbable lye. This man thinks he 
could add one becoming circumft^nce ; that 
man another : and whilft mod: men take the 
liberty to do fo, the relation grpws as mon- 
i^rous as fiich a heap of incoherent fancies 
can make it. 

zo. I? to this be jfaid, that this happens 
only in trivial iecular matters, but that in the 
weighty concern of Religion, mankind is cerr 
tainly more ierious and fiiicere : I anfwer that 
'tis very improbable that they ares fince 'tis ob- 
vious in the common practice of the world, 
that the interefts of Religion are poftpon'd 
to every little worldly concern. And there- 
fore when a Temporal advantage requires 
the bending and warping of Religion, there 
will never be wanting ibme that will at- 
tempt it. 

2,1. BESipEs, there is'ftiU left in human 
nature (6 much of the venom of the Ser- 
pents firft temptation, that tbo' Men cannot 
be as God , yet th^y love tp be prelcribing 
to him, and to be their own Afleflfors as to 
that Worlbip and Hpomge they ai^ to pay 
him^ . 

aa. But >bove all 'tis confiderable that 
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in this caie Satan has a more peculiar con-* 
cern, and can fcrve himfelf more by a falfifi- 
cation here than in Temporal afifairs. For if 
he can but corrupt Religion, it ceaies to be 
his Enemy, and becomes one of his moft 
ufeful Bngins, as fufficiently appear d in the 
Rites erf the Heathen Worfhip. We have 
therefore no caule to think this an exempt 
cafes but to prefume it may be influencd 
by the fame pravity of human nature, which 
prevails in others $ and confcquentiy are ob^ 
]ig*d to blefs God that he has not left our 
Spiritual concerns to fiich hazards , but has 
lodgdthem in a morefecureRepofitory, the 
written word. 

23. But I fbre^fce 'twill be obje(9:ed,that 
whilft I thus difparage Tradition, I do ver- 
taally invalidate the Scripture it felf, which 
comes to us upon its credit* To this I anfwer 
iirft, that fince God has with-drawn imme^ 
diate Revelation from the word. Tradition is 
the only means to convey to us the firft no- 
tice that this Book is the word of God: and 
it being the only means he affords, we have 
all reaK>n to depend on his goodnefs, that he 
will not iuffer that to be evacuated to us : 
and that how ly able fbever. Tradition may be 
to err, yet that it fliall not actually err in 
this particular. 

24. But in the fecpnd pbce; This Tra- 
dition ieems qot fb lyable to falfification 29 
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others: It is fb very fhort and fimplea propo 
fition, (uch and fbch writings are the Word 
of God, that there is no great room for So- 
phiftryor miftake to pervert the ienfe; the only 
poffible deception muft be to change the fab- 
jed:, and obtrude fappofititious writings in 
room of the trne, under the title of the Word 
of God. But this has ahready appeared to be 
unpradlicable, becaufe of the multitude of co- 
pies which weredifperll in the worlds by which 
fuch an attempt would fbon have been de- 
ted:ed. There appears therefore more reafbn 
as well as more neceflity, to rely upon Tradi- 
tion in this, than in moft other particulars. 

2f . Neither yet do 1 fb far decry oral 
Tradition in any, as to conclude it impof- 
fible it (hould derive any Truth tb Pofterity : 
I only look on it as more cafiial ; and conse- 
quently a leis fit conveyance of the moft im- 
portant and neceilary verities than the writ- 
ten Word : In which I conceive my felf jufti- 
fy'd by the common (en(e of mankind ; who 
uie to commit thofe things to writing, which 
they are moft (cdlicitous to derive to Pofterity. 
Do's any Nation truft their Fundamental 
Laws only to the memory of the prefent Age^ 
and take no other courfe to tranfmit them 
to the Future? Do*s any man purcha(ean£- 
ftate, and leave no way for his Children to 
lay claim to it, but the Tradition the prefent 
witneffesfhalHeave of it? Nay^ do's any con- 
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fideriog man ordinarily make any important 
pad; or bargain (tho' without relation to po« 
fterity ) wiuioutpufting the Articles in writ* 
ing? And whence is ^11 this caution hue 
from a univerfal conlent that writing is the 
fureft way of transmitting ^ 

2.6. B u T we have yet a higher appeal in 
this matter than to the fuffirage of men: God 
himfelf feems to have determin d it ; And . 
what his decifion is, 'tis oar next bufineis to in- 
qaire. 

a7. And firft he has given the moft real 
and comprehenlive atteftation to this way of 
writing, by havir^ himfelf chofe it« For he 
is too wife to be miftaken in his eftimate of 
better and worfe, and too kind to chiife the 
worft for us : and yet he has chofen to com- 
manicate himfelf to the latter Ages of the 
world by writing ; and has fumm'd up all the 
Eternal concerns of mankind in the iacred 
Scriptures, and left thofe iacred Records by 
which we are to be both informed and go- 
vern ds which if oral Tradition would inral- 
libly have done, had been utterly needlefs : and 
God fiire is not fb prodigal of his fpirit, as to 
infpire the Authors of Scripture to write that, 
whole uie was fiiperleded by a former more 
certain expedient. 

28. Nay, under the Mofaick oeconomy, 
when he made uie of other ways of revealing 
himfelf, yet to perpetuate the memory even 
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of thole Revelations, he chde to hate them 
written. At the delivery of the Law ; God 
{pake then c^i ra^^, and with that pomp of 
dreadfal. fblemnity y as certainly was apt 
to make the deepelt impreffibns s yet God 
fore-faw that thro* every -luccceding Age that 
ftamp would grow more dim^ and in a long 
revolution might at lail be extinct. And 
therefore how warm foeverthe Ifraelttes ap- 
prehenfions then were^ he would not truft 
to them for the perpetuating his Law , but 
committed it to writings Ex^d. 31. 18* nay 
wrote it twice him(el£ 

29. Yet farther even the cereofionial 
Law, tho' not intended to be of perpetual ob- 
ligation, was not yet referrdto the traditio- 
nary way, bat was wrote by M^fis^ and depo- 
fited with the Priefts, D^ik^. i i • < 9* Afid after- 
event ihew'd this was no neediefs cantion. 
For when under Manaffei^ Idolatry had pre- 
vail'd in Jertifakm , it was not by any dor- 
mant Tradition, but by the Book of the Law 
found in the Temple, ihsXjofoA was both 
excited to reform Religion, and inftruilled 
how to do it $ 2 J^ngs 22. lo. And had not 
that or ibme other copy been prodac d,they had 
been much in the dark as to the particulars 
of their reformation i which that they had 
not been convey'd by Traditk>n,appears by the 
iiidden ftarding of the King upon the read- 
ing of the Law s which could not haye been, 
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had he been before pofieft with the contents 
of it. In like manner we find in Nebimai^ 
that the obfervation of the Feaft of Taber- 
nacles wa« recover d by confhiting the Law ; 
the Tradition whereof was wholly worn out ; 
or eUe it had fare been impoffible that it could 
for folong a time had been intermitted, Nfk 
1. x8. And yet mens memories are common- 
ly more retentive of an external vifible rite, 
than they are of fpcculative Propofidons, or 
moral Precepts. 

$o. These inftances fhew how fallible 
an expedient mere oral Tradition is for tran^ 
miffion to pofterity. But admit no (iich in* 
ftance could be givdti, 'tis argument enoagjht 
that Gbd has by his own choice of writing 
given the preference to it Nor has he barely 
cholen it, but has made it the ftandard by 
which to mealure all fucceeding pretences. 
'Tis the means he prefcribes for diftinguifh- 
ing divine from diabolical Infpirations:. To 
tb$ Law and ta the uftiwionyi if ibey jpeakmt 
acioriling to ihi$ Wordy tbere is no light in wem^ 
Ifai. S. 2o« And when the Lawyer interrogat- 
ed oar Saviour what he fliould do to inli^rit 
eternal life, he (ends him not toranfack Tra- 
dition , or the cabaliftical divinity of the 
Rabbins, but refers him to the Law: Whatsis 
written in the La»> bmp roadefi tbou> Lok. 
10.16. And indeed, throoghocit the Goipd, 
wc ftill find him in his di&ourie appealing to 
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Scriptare , and aflerting its authority : as on 
the other fide inveighing againft thofe Tra- 
ditions of the Elders which had evacuated 
the written Word: Te mai^ the Word nf God 
of none effeS by your Tradium^ Matt. ij. 6. 
Which as it abundantly (hews Chrifts adhe- 
rence to the written word, (b 'tis a pregnant 
inftance how poffibleitis for Tradition to be 
corrupted, znA made the inftrument of im- 
pofing mens fancies even in contradid:ion to 
Gods commands. 

31. And fince our blefled Lord has made 
Scripture the teft whereby to try Tradition^ 
we may furely acquiefce in his decifion^ and 
either embrace or rejed: Traditions , accord- 
ing as they correfpond to the fupreme rule, 
the written Word. It mufi: therefore be a ve- 
ry unwarrantable attempt to iet up Traditioa 
in competition with (much more ^ in contra- 
diAion to ) that to which Chrift himfelf hath 
fubjed:ed it. 

32. Saint Paul reckons it as the principal 
privilege oftheTewifli Church, that it had the 
Oracles of God committed to it , u e. that 
the Holy Scriptures were depofited, and put 
in its cuftody : and in this the Chriftian 
Church fiicceeds it, and is the guardian and 
confervator of holy Writ. I ask then, had the 
Jewiih Church by vertileofits being keeper, 
a power to fuperfede any part of thofe Qr^ 
cles intrufted to them ? if fo, Saint Fad was 
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much out in his eftimate, and ou^t to have 
reckon d that as their higheft priviledge. But 
indeed, the very natare of the truft implies 
the contrary ; and beiides, 'tis evident, that 
is the very Crime Chrifl: Charges upon the 
Jews in the place above cited. And if the 
y^ipi^ Church had no fuch right, itponwhac 
account can the Cbriftian claim any ? Has Chrift 
enlargd its Charter? Has he left the Sacred 
Scriptures with her, not to preferve and pra* 
€tiky but to regulate and reform > to fill up 
its vacancies, and fiipply its defers by her 
own Traditions > If 10, let the Commiffion 
be producds but if her office be only that of 
Guardianfliip and Truft, ihe muft neither (iib- 
ftrad: from, nor by any fiiperadditions of her 
own evacuate its meaning and efficacy: and 
to do fb, would be the fame guilt that it 
would] be in a perfbn intruftedwith the Fun- 
damental Records of a Nation, to foiftinfiich 
claufes as himfelf pleafes. 

33. In (hort, God has in the Scriptures 
laid down exaA rules for our belief and pra- 
dice, and has entrufted the Church to convey 
them to us : if fhe varies, or any way enervates 
them, (he is falfe to that truft, but cannot by 
it oblige us to recede firom that rule (he fliould 
deliver,^ to comply with that (he obtrudes up- 
on us. The Cafe may be illuftrated by an 
eafy refemblance. Suppofe a King has a For- 
reign Principality for which he compofes a 
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bodyofLiwsi annexes to them rewards and 
penalties^ and requires an exaA andindifpen* 
(able conformity to them. Thefe being pot 
in writing, he lends by a feied; meflenger : 
now iiippofethis meflenger delivers them, yet 
fays withal^ that himfeu has authority from 
the King to fuperfede theie Laws at his plea- 
lure s ib that their refbrt muft be to his di«- 
dates, yet produces no other teftimony but 
his own bare affirmation. Is it poffible that 
any men in their wits fhould be (b ftopidly 
credulous , as to incur the penalty of thofe 
jLaws upon (b improbable an indemnity > And 
fure it would be no whit \t1k madnefs in 
Chriftians, to violate any precept of God, on 
an ungrounded (iippofal of the Churches power 
to di^nie with thefn. 

34* And if the Church Univerfal has not 
this power, nor indeed ever claim'd it, it muft 
be a ftrange infblence for any. particular 
Church to pretend to it, as the Church of 
jl^iiif do*s ; as if we ihould owe to her Tradi- 
tion all our Scripture, and all our Faith ; infbr 
much that without the fupplies which (he af- 
fords fcom the Orade of her Chair, oar Reli- 
gion were imperfed:, and our Salvatiodn infe- 
curei Upon which wild didates I fhaU take 
liberty in a diftinft SeAion farther to zm- 
madyeirt; 

SECT, 
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SECT. VL 

Thefuffrage of the primitive Chri/iian 
Churchy concerning the propriety 
andfitnefi which the Scripture has 
towards the attainment of its ex- 
cellent end. 

AGAINST what has been hitherto iaid 
to the advantage of the Holy Scripture^ 
there oppofes it (elf (as we have already inti- 
mated) the authority of the Church ofJ^fme ; 
which allows it to be only an imperfed: rule 
of Faith^ iaying in the fourth Semon of the 
Council ofTrenty That Cbriftian Faith and Di- 
fcipline are cmUamd in the Book/ written^ and 
unwrittenTraditim. And in the fourth Rule 
of the IndeX) put forth by Command of the 
faid Council^ the Scripture isdeclard to h^ fo 
far from ufefuly that its reading is pemieiouSy if 
permitted promifcuoujfy in the vukar Tonffte^ and 
therefore to be with*held : iniomuch that the 
ftudy of the Holy Bible is commonly by per- 
fbns of the I{gman Communion, impited to 
Proteftants as part of their Herefy ; they being 
caird by them in contempt, the Evangelical 
Men, and Scripturarians. And the Bible ii|; 
the vulgar Tongue of any Nation is com? 
monly reckoned among prohibited Books, an4 
as fuch^ puhlickly burnt when met with by 
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the Inquifitors : and the perfbn who is found 
with it, or to read therein, is fabjeded to ie- 
vere penalties. 

' 2. F o R the vindication of the Truth of 
God, and to pat to fhame thole unhappy In- 
novators, who, amidft great pretences to An- 
tiquity, and veneration to the Scriptures, pre- 
varicate from both : I think it may not be 
amifs to fhew plainly the mind of the primi- 
tive Church herein ; and that in as few words 
as the matter will admit. 

3i First, I premife that Inneus zndTer- 
tuBian having to do with Hereticks, who boaft- 
ed themfelves to be Emendators of the Apo- 
ftles, and Wifer than they, defpifing their au- 
thority, rejed:ing feveral parts of the Scripture, 
and obtruding other writings in their dead, 
have had recourfe unto Tradition,with a (eem- 
ing preference of it unto Scripture. Their 
Ad verfaries having no common principle be- 
fides the owning the name df Chriftians ; it 
was impoffible to convince them , but by a 
recourfe to fuch a medium which they would 
allow. But the(e Fathers being to fet down 
and eftablifh their Faith, are moftexprefs in 
refblving it into Scripture: and when they 
recommend Tradition ever mean fuch as is 
alfb Apoffcolical. 

4« I R EN s u s in the fecond Book, 37- cap. 
tells us, That the Scriptures are perfeU^ as diSa^ 
ted by the word 0/ God and his Spirit. And the 
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fame Father begins his third Book in this 
manner , The iUfpofitim of our Jalvation is no 
othermfe known hy us , than by thofe by whom 
the Gojpel was brought touSy which indeed they 
firfi preacVd^ but ^erward deliver d it tousm 
the Scripture y to be the foundation and pillar of 
our Faith. Nor may we imagine^ that they began 
to preach to others , before they themfelves had 
perfeH knowledge^ as jome are bold to fay ^ boafi^ 
ing themfelves to be emendators of the jipofiles^ 
For after our Lords l^efurreSiony they were in-- 
dued with thepcfwer of the Holy Spirit from on 
high 9 and having perpH kp&wledge^ went forth to 
the ends of the earthy preaching the glad tidings 
offalvation^ and cekflial praije unto men. Each 
and all of whom had the GoJ^el of God. So Saint 
Matthew wrote the Gofpel to the Hebrews in 
their tonffte. Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
preach d at Rome, and there founded a Church i 
Mark the Difciple and Interpreter of Peter, de- 
liver d in ivrittng what he had preach' d^ and 
Luke the follower of Paul fet down in hA Bool^ 
the Gofpel he had deliver d. Afterward Saint 
John at Ephefiis in Afia publtj^d his Gofpel y 
&c. In his fourth Book, en. 66. he directs all 
the Hereticks with whom he deals, to read di- 
ligently the Gojpel deliver d by the Jpofilesy and 
alfo read dUigehtly the Prophets^ afluring them 
they Jball there find every aSion , every doBrine^ 
and every ftfferifig of our Lord declared by 
them. 

y. Thus 
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f. Thus TerUdlum in his Book ofPre^ 
fcriptions ch. 6. It is not lawful far us toifttro^ 
duce any thing of our awn tpiffy nor maJ^ any 
choice upon our arbitrement^ We have the Apo^ 
files of our Lord for our jituhorsj who themjehes 
took^ ub notbistg on their own wtU or choice ; but 
fmthjulN imparted to the Nations the difcipline 
which they had receiv d from Chrifi. So that if 
an Angel from heaven Jbould teach another do* 
Srine^ he were to be accwrfi. And ch.if. '7?/ 
madnefsy fays he of the Uereticks, when they, 
confejs that the Apoftles were ignorant of no* 
thwg^ nor taught tbin^ ^ different ^ to think that 
they did not reveal aS things to att : which he 
enforces in the following Chapter. In his 
Book againft Hermogenes^ ch. 23. he difcoiirfes 
thus; I adore the plenitude of the Scripture^ 
which dif covers to me the Creator^ and what was 
created. Jtfo in the Gojpel I find the Word was 
the Arbiter and Agent in the Creation. That all 
things were made of preexifient matter I never 
read. Let Hermogenes, and Im journey-men 
fijew that it is written. If it be not written^ let 
him fear the woe^ which belongs to tbem that add 
crdetraB. And in the 39. ch. of his Prefcript, 
We feed our faith^ raife our hope y and eftablijb 
our reliance with thefacred Word. 

tf. In hke manner Hippotytus in the Ho* 
nily againft Noetus declares^ that we ackgow- 
ledge o^yfrom Scripture that there is one God. 
And whereas fecular Philofopby is not to be had 
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but from the reading of thedoUrineofthe FhHo-- 
fopbers; Jb wbqfotver of us tviU preferve piety 
towards Gvd^ he cannot otherwife learn it than 
from the holy $criptttre. Accordingly Origen m 
the fifth Homily on Leviticus^ fays, that in the 
Scripture every word appertrnmng to God^ is to be 
fou^and difciM i and the l^owkdge of aUthif^s 
^ tobereceivd 

7. WhaT\ Saint fyprians opinion was in 
this point, we karn at large fi-om his Epiftle 
toPompey, For when Tradition was objeA- 
ed to him, he anfwers 5 Whence is this Tradi^ 
tion > is it from the authority of our Lmrd and 
his Gojpel'^ or comes it from the commands 
of the Jpoftles in their ^pifiles > Mmighty 
God declares that what is written Jboula be 
ohyd dnd praStifed. The Book of the Law^ 
Jays he in Jofliua , Jhatt not depart from thy 
mouth ^ but tboujhalt meditate in it day and 
nighty that you may obferve and keep aU that is 
written therein. So mar herd fending his Apo^ 
files ^ commands them to baptti^ aU Nations^ 
ind teach them to obferve all things that he bad 
commanded. Again , what obfiinacy and fre- 
Jumption it is to prefer human Tradition to di^ 
vine commands nttt conftdmng that Gods wrath 
is hjndled as often as his Trecepts are diffblvd 
and negleUed by reafon of human Traditions. 
Thus God warns andheahiy Ifaiah : This peo- 
pie honour me with their lips , but their heart is 
far from mei but in vain do they worjhip me\ 

Y teachiisg 
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teaching for doBrims the commandments of men. 
Aljo the Lord in the Go^el checks and reproves^ 
faying; you rejeUthe LaivofGod^ that you may 
ejabli/b your Tradition. Of which Precept the 
Jpojfle Saint Paul being mindful ^ admmjbes 
and inJlruBs^ faying'y If any man teaches other- 
wife and hearkens not to found doBrine^ and the 
words of our Lordjefus Chrifi^ he isproudj kjwv- 
ing nothing: Fromfuch we mu/i depart. Jind 
again he adds, There is a compendious way for 
religious and fincere minds , both to depojit their 
err our s^ and find out the truth. For if we return 
to the fource and original of divine Tradition ^ 
humane errour will ceafe , and /he ground of hea- 
venly myfieries being feen^ whatfoever was bid 
tpith clouds and darkjiefs ^ will be manifefiby 
the light of truth. If a pipe that brougJ)t plen- 
tiful fupplies of water y fail on the fuddain, do not 
men looJ^ to the fountain , and thence learn the 
caufe of the defe^^ whether the fpring it felf ^ 
dry-y or if running freely ^ the water is fiopt in 
its pajfage-y that if by interrt^ed or broh^ 
conveyances , it was hindred to pafs , they beini 
repair d^ it may again be brought to the City^ with 
the fame plenty as it flows from the fpring > Jnd 
this Gods Vxiefls ought to do at this time^ obeying 
the commands ofGod^ that if truth has fwerva 
or fail d in any particular , we go backward to 
the fource of the Evangelical and jfpofiolical 
Tradition , and there found our agings : from 
whence their order and origination began. 

8. IT 
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8. I T is true Bettarmine reproaches this di(^ 
courfe as erroneous; but whatever it Alight 
be in the inference which Saint Cypriafi drew 
from it, in it (elf it was not Co. For Saint Au^ 
flin^ tho' (ijfiiciently engag d againft Saint Cy- 
prians concluiion, allows the pofition as moft 
Orthodox; laying, in the fourth Book of 
Baptifm, cap. 3 s* Whereas he admentjhes to zo 
Jfockjo thefmntain^ that is^ the Tradition of the 
jlp^ks , and thence bring the ftream down to 
our times ; ^tis mofi excellent^ and mtbout doubt 
to be done. 

9* Thus EufeHus tij^x^^ himfelf in hi$ 
i^cond Book againft: SabeBus. As it is a point 
ofjlotb^ not to feei into thofe things^ whereof one 
may enquire ; fo 'tis infolence to be inqmfitpve in 
others. But tvhat are thofe things which we ought 
to enquire into} Even thofe which are to be found 
in the Scriptures : thofe things wbkh are not there 
to be founds let us not feek after. Ear if they 
ought to be^nown^ the Holy Ghofi had not omitted 
them in the Scripture. 

lo. Athanasius in his Trad: of the In- 
carnation, fays, It is fa for us to adhere to the 
Word of Godj and not relinquijb it^ thinking by 
fyBogifms to evade what is there clearly delivered. 
Again, in his Trad: to Serap. of the Holy 
Ghoft : Ask^ not^ fays he, concerning the Tri^ 
nity^ but learn only from the Scriptures. For the 
infiruSions which you wiUfnd there^ are fufftcient. 
And in his Oraaon' againft the Gentiles, d&- 
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dares. That tie, Sfriftmes areftifficieta to the ma-^ 
'nifefi^tkn of tie Truth. 

II. Agreeable tothefe ]&OptQUum his 
fifch Book againft FarmeUy'whQ reaibos thus, 
You fay *ti Umful to I{^afti%t^ wo fay 'tis not 
lanfutt betmxt your foyitig and our gain-foying 
the Viopks minds 4ure amus'd. Let no man he^ 
Ueve either you or us. jIU men are ^t to he 
contentious. Therefore Judges are to be ceMd in. 
Chri&ians tbef cannot be^ for they wiU be pieties , 
and thereby partial. Therefore a Judge m to be 
looted out from abroad. If a Pagany he J^jsowi 
not the myfteries of our l^ligion. If a Jev^^ he 
u an enemy to our Hapttfm. There it therefore 
no Earthly Jud^i but one u to be fought from 
Heaven. Tet there it no need of a r^ort to Hesh^ 
peny when we have in the Go^ei a Teftament : 
and in this ca^fty Cel^ial things may be compard 
to Earthfy. So it is as with a Father who baa 
many Children ^ while he isprefen( he orders them 
aUy and there is no need of a written Willi Acr 
fordingj^y Chrifi when he was prefent i^on Earthy 
from time to time commanded the Apoples what- 
foever was neceffmy. But as the Earthly Fa* 
therfndif^ himfel/to be at the point of death^ 
and fsioring that after his departure hit Children 
J^ould quarrel among themfelves , he calls wit* 
neffesy and puts hit mind An writing; and if any 
d^erence arije among the brethren^ they go not 
fo their Fathers Sepulchre^ but repair to m WiH 
and Teftamenti and he who refis in hie grave^ 

fpeaks 
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j^M^r fiiU in hk writingy Mtf he vm$ a&vs. Our 
Lord who left bkWiS among ufy u mtp inHia^ 
pefiy therefore kt uifed(^ tis CMmands in the Gefpel 
MfhhieWiU. 

I a. Thus Cyril ofjerufidemy Cat. 4. Nm^ 
things no not the leajl eoncernment of the Ditnm 
and Holy Sacraments of our Faith^ i$tobe deliver d 
without the Holy Scripture I heUevemt me unlefs 
I give you a demonfiration ofvrhat J Jay from tbo 
Scripture^ 

Ji. Saint BaJS in his Book of the true 
Faith £tys, If God he faithful in all bnjayings^ 
b$s toordsy ami worhs^ they remaining for everjy 
and being done in truth ond equitj y it muji bo 
em evident fi^ j^f infidelity and pridoy if any one 
JhaU rejeS tohot is writteny and introduce wb^ 
is not writun. In which Books he generally 
declares that he will write nothing but what 
he receives from the Hbly Scripture : and that 
he abhors firom taking it eKewhere. In his 29, 
Homily againft the Antitrimiarians. Believoy 
(ays he, thofi r»hich are written ^ jeek^ ma thojo 
which are not written. And in his Eth. re^. zd. 
Every word andaSien ought to be confirm d by 
the tefUmony of the divinely inJbirdStrhturefy to 
the ejlMiJhment of the Faith of the goody and tup 
proof of the wtckjed* 

i4.SAij!;TJmbroJe in the fird: Book of his 
OSc. (ays: How can we makg ufe (f any thi^ 
which is not to be found in Scripture > And in 
kh Inftitut. of Virgins, J read bci$ thfirjiy but 

read 
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read not be is the feeondi kt them who fay be is 
jtbefecond^ Jbew it from the reading. 

If. G R EG. Nyjfen in his Dial, of the Soul 
and Re(arred:ion, fays, 'Tis undeniabky that 
truth u there only to beplacd^ where there is the 
Seal of Scripture Tefiimof^. 

16. Saint Jerom againft Helvidius dt* 
clares. Js we djmy not that wMch is written^fo 
we refufe tbofe which are not wraten. And in 
his Comment on the 98. Pfal. Every thif^ that 
we afferty we mtfi fifew from the Holy Scnpture. 
The word of him that fpea^s hoc not that autho* 
rity as Gods Precept. And on the 87. Pfal. What^ 
ever is f aid after the Apofiks^ let it be cut 
nor have afterwards authority. Tho one be i 
after the JpufHes^ tho me be eloquent , yet has i 
not authority. 

1 7. S A J N T Jtifiin in his Trad of the unity 
of the Church, cap. iz. Acknowledges that 
be could not be convincd but by the Scriptures 
of what he was to believe ; and adds, they are 
read with fuch manifeflation ^ that he who be^ 
lieves them mufi coi^ejs the doSbrine to be moji 
true. In the fecond Book of Chriftian do- 
drine, cap. 9. he (ays, That in the plain places 
of Scripture are found all thofe things that con- 
cern Faith and Manners. And in Epiftle 42^ 
AU things which have been exhibited hereto- 
fore as done to mankfnd^ and what we now fet 
and deliver to our Fofierity , the Scripture has 
not paji in fiknce , fo far forth as they concern 
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the fearcb or defence of our Religion. In his 
Traca of the good Widowhood , he fays to 
Jtdian^ the perfon to whom he addrefles. 
What Jbatt I teach you more than that toe read in 
the ApoJiles> for the holy Scripture fettles the 
rule of our doSrine $ that we think not any thing 
more . than we ou^t to think $ but to tbin\^fo^ 
berly , as God has dealt to every man the meafure 
of Faith. Therefore my teaching is only to ex- 
pound the words of this DoSor^ Ep. 1^7. Where 
any fuhjeU is obfcure , and paps our comprehen* 
fion 9 and the Scripture dos not plainly afford its 
helpy there human conjeUureis prefumptuous in de- 
fining. 

1%. Theophilus ofAlex.in his fecond 
Pafchal Homily, tells us that ^tis the fuggeflion 
of a diabolical fpirit to think that any thing 
be fides the Scripture has divine authority. And 
in his third he adds, that the DoSors of the 
Church having the Teftimony of the Scripture , 
lay firm foundation of their Define. 

19. Chrysostom in his third Homily 
on the firft of the Theffal. aflerts, that from 
alone reading or hearit^ of the Scripture one 
may learn all things necepsry. So Horn. 34. on 
Aas If. he declares. A heathen comes and 
fays 9 I would iviUingly be a Chriflian^ but I 
know not whom to join my f elf to; for there are 
many contentions among you^ many [editions and 
tumults I fo that I am tn doubt what opinion I 
Jbould chufe. Each man fays ^ what I fay is 

true^ 
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true , and I kmm not tt4mn t§ believe > eadp 
prttends U Scriptare wbkh I am igmrant 4ffl 
'Tis very Wiethe i^dsfut kere : for if the ap^ 
peal were t$ re€^n^ in t^is taje there weuU he 
pfi eccaSon j^imng troubled i 4mt when we cfp^ 
peal to me Sw^tures^ and they arefimpk nnd cer-- 
emn^ you may eafSy your Jelf judff. He fbae 
e^rees with lie Sriptures is « €hryiian^ he that 
refifis them^ufar out of the way. And on Pfal. -9/. 
if any thing be foid without the Scripture^ the 
tnimi halts bettveen different opinions ; fomettmes 
imbnif^ as to ^tJt^HSt is prembky anon reje^ing 
m what is frivohms : but when "the tefiinmy ^ 
holy Scripture isproducd^ the mind both offpeal^ 
and hearer is confirm d. And Horn. 4. on La- 
^fsr. Though -one Jbould arife from the dead^ or an 
Angel come down from heaven^ we mufi "believe 
the Scriptures 'y they being finenid by the Lord of 
Jingels^ and ^thequiokand dead. And Horn. ij. 
% Cor« 7* is it not mi absurd thing that when 
ive deal mth men about mony , we will trufi no 
body , but cafi up the fum , and nud^ ufe of our 
counters ; but in religions effair^s , fi^er mr 
jehes to be led ajide by other mens opinions^ even 
then when we have by anexaS feale and touch^ 
Jione the di&ate of the divine Law ? Therefore 
I pray and exhort youy that giving no heed to 
what this or Aat man fays^ you would confuk 
the holy Scipture^ and thence kam the divine 
riches^ and purfue what you have tearnd. And 
Horn. si. on Jo, JO. i. *Tis the marl^ of a thief ^ 

that 
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tbat he tomgs mt in iy the doar^ but atMbar waj : 
non^j by jthe il&ar the tefimn^ if the Scriptana is 
fiffuf^ And Honu on Gal. i. 8. The Jp^flia 
jpByj mt if anjf non teach s teuirary doSrim bt 
him bemcun'Jy or ^ be pimrt ibe tpbBkCt^eli 
but if he teach any thing befides the Go/pel which 
yvubmm T4cuvd^ at varymykttle things let him 
ie mccwridi, \ 

Ao. CiRit. of Ahs^. agaanfl: faLLj^ iayK, 
The holy Sarif^e is fufioMtto ma/^ them Vfko 
mn infinMedm it mje mtteJabMtiwnj and tstdtud 

ai. Thsoodohet DiaL i. lampetf^aded 
^y by tbhh9fy Scripture. Awl Dial. a. I am not 
fo imd to affirm tmy /ing> not fiok^ of in lie 
Scripture^ And agaiin, qu. 4f. upon Gemij. We 
ougat not to enquire after what is pafi over in fi- 
Umey but aiquiefce in ivbtst u mitten. 

la. It were ea(yto enlarge this difcoade 
into a Valtime> but having taken, as tbe^ol- 
fer'd tfaemielveS) the fufirages ofthe wnters of 
theibm'&-ft Centaries, I mall not {Proceed to 
thoie ibat £^low. If the holy Scripture vene 
a perfev^ rale of Faith and Manners to all 
Chriftians heretG£:iFe^ wemay reafbnal:^ af- 
^6 our felves k is io iUll i and will now fuide 
us into allneoefiary truth, and confequendy 
make uti wife unto falvadon, without the aid of 
oral Tradition, or tiettewwiw^e of a liv- 
ing infallible Judge of controverfy. And the 
Z impar- 
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impartial Reader will be enabled to judge 
whether our appeal to the holy Scripture^ in 
all occafions of controverfy, and recommen- 
datioaof it to the ftady of every Chriftia% be 
that herefy and innovation which it is faid 
tobe. 

23. It is, we know, feverely imputed to 
the Scribes and Fharifees by our Saviour, that 
they took from the people the k^ ofhnawUdge^ 
Luke II. f 2. and had made the word ^ God 
of none effeB by their Traditions^ Matt. if. tf. bat 
they never attempted what has been fince pra- 
d:i{ed by their SuccefTors in the Weftern 
Church, to takeaway the Ark of the Tefta- 
ment it felf, and cut off not only the efficacy^ 
but the very pofleffion of the word of God 
by their Traditions. Surely this had been ex* 
ceeding criminal from any hand : but that 
the Bifhops ^and Governours of the Church, 
and the univerfal and infallible Paftor of it, 
who claim the office to interpret the Scri- 
ptures , exhort unto, and aififl: in the know- 
ledge of them, (hould be the men who thus 
rob the people of them , carries with it the 
higheft aggravations both of cruelty and 
breach 01 truft. If any man JbaU take a;way 
from the words of the Bool^ of this prophecy 
fays Saint ^ohn. Revel. 22. 19. God JbaU tal^e 
away his part out of the Book of Life^ and 
out of the holy City , and from the things 

which 
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Tvbich are written in this Booh. What vengeance 
therefore awaits thofe, who haye taken away 
not only from one Book, but at once the 
Books themfelves, even all the Scriptares, the 
whole Word of God > 
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SECT- VII. 

Hiftorkal refkxitms: upon the Events 
which have happen d intheCHntrch 
Jince the wtth-arawing of the Holy 
Scripture. 

*' I WILL in this place be no ufelefii c©n- 
1 templation to obferve, after the Scri- 
ptures had been ravifh'd from the people in 
the Church of i^/w, what pitiful pretenders 
were admitted to fucceed. And firft, becaufe 
Lay-men were prefum'd to be illiterate, and 
eafily feducible by thoie writings which were 
in themfelves difficult, and would be wrefted 
by the unlearned to their own deftruBim > Pi* 
dmw were re co mmen de d in thetr ftead, and 
complemented as the Books of the Laity, 
which foon improv'd into a necefSty of their 
Worfliip , and that gro(s Superftition which 
renders Chriftianity abominated by Turks,and 
Jews, and Heathens unto this day. 

2. I would not be hafty in charging Ido- 
latry upon the Church of I^me^ or all in her 
Communion; but that their Image- worfliip is 
a moft fatal fnare, in which vail numbers of 
unhappy Souls are taken, no man can doubt 
who hath with any regard travail'd in Popilh 
Countries. I my (elf, and thouiknds of others, 
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whom the late Traabk% or other Occafions 
fem abroad, are axid have been wiineflcs there- 
of Charity^ 'tis true^ believes all thitngis^ but 
it do's not G4>lig;e men to disbelieve their eyes. 
'Xwaf the oat-cry oSMieak againft the Ds^ 
mtes^ Jxsd. 1 8. 24.. ye bmve taJ^n i$way my G^ds 
Tvhidi Ibmta madty and thtPtUfl^ and are gene 
aasvay^ and what have I mere > But the Laity of 
the J^mamCormnnmaa may enlarge the com- 
phantj and fay ; you have taken away^tbe 
Oracles of our God, and iet up every where 
atpcmg IK giravea and molten images^ and Te- 
ra^im% and what have we more P And 'twas 
lately the lon4 ^^ 1 doubt is ftiU the un^ 
askiwef able complaint of tbe poor Jnuricansy 
that they were denV'd to worihip their Pagod 
once in the year, when they whoibrbadth^ 
wocfliipd theirs every day. 

;• Tb£ Jews before the Captivity, not- 
withftahding the recent memory of the Mi*- 
racles in J^yfe and the Wilderne(9> and 
the firft Conqneft of the Land c^ Canaan^ 
with thofe that fooceeded under tht Judges 
and Kings oiJfirael and ^fuday as alio the ex- 
prefi Cooimand of God, 2nd the Menaces of 
Prophets^, ever and aoon feU to downright 
Idobtryr bat after their return unto this day 
have kept themfelves from falling into that 
Sxn^tho'' they had no Prophets to inftrud: them, 
no Miracles or Government to encourage of 
conflsrain diCDL The xeafbn of which a very 

learned 
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learned man in his difcourfe of Religious Af- 
femblies takes to be, The reading and teach- 
ing of the Law in their Synagogues ; which 
was perform'd with great exad:ne(s after the 
return from the Captivity, but was not fo per- 
form'd before. And may we not invert the 
obfervation, and impute tlie Image-worihip 
now (et up in the Chriftian Church to the 
forbidding the reading of the Scriptures in the 
Churches, and interdicting the private u(e,and 

' inftitution of them ^ 

4. For a farther fupplement in place of 
the Scriptures, whole Hiftory was thought not 
edifying enough, the Legends of the Saints 
were introducd; ftories k> ftupid, that one 
would imagine them defign d as an experi- 
ment how far credulity could be impos'd up- 
on; or eUe fram'd to a worfe intent, that 
Chriftianity by them might be made ridicu- 
lous. Yet thefe are recommended to ufe and 
veneration, while in the mean time the word 
of God is utterly forbidden, whereby the par- 
ties to this unhappy pracftice ( that I may 
fpeak in the wdrds of the Prophet Jeremiah 
2. 1 3. ) Have committed two m/r, tbey lave for^ 

fal^n the fountain of living waters , and hewed 
them outcijierns^ broken cijierns that can bold no 
water. 

r. Farther yet, the fame unrea(bnable 
tyranny, which permitted not the Laity to un- 
derftand Almighty God (peaking to tihem in 

the 
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the Scripture, Uinder'd them from being faf- 
fer'd to underftand the Church or themfelves 
(peaking to him in their prayers ; whilft the 
whole Roman office is fb difpos'd, that in 
defiance of the Apoftles difcourfe , x Cor. 14. 
he that occupies the room of the unlearned mujt 
Jay amep y to thofe prayers and praifes which be 
has no comprehenjmn of*, and by his endlefs 
repetitions of Pater s, Ave s and Credo's, falls 
into that battolc^y reprov'd by our Saviour, 
Mat. 6. 7- And as twas faid of the woman of 
Samaria^ Jo. 4. 22. kpows not what heworjhips^ 
Yet this unaccountable pradice is fo much 
the darling of that Church , that when in 
France about eighteen years fince, the Roman 
Miflal was tranflated into the vulgar Tongue, 
and publifh'd by the direction of feveral of 
their Bilhops, the Clergy oiFratue ro(e up in 
great fury againft the attempt, anathemati- 
zing in their circular Epiftles, aU thatfold^ 
read^orusd the faid BooJ^z and upon complaint 
unto Pope -^/px the 7. herefented the matter 
fo deeply, as to iflfue out his Bull againft it in 
the following words. 

6. W HZ KE A$ fons of perdition^ endeavouring 
thedefiruSlionoffoulsy have tranflated the ^man 
Miffal into the French Tongue , andfo attempted 
to throw down and trample upon the majefiy of 
the holy I(jtes comprehended in Lattn words : 
As we abominate and detefi the novelty , which 
win deform the beauty of the Churchy and produce 

difobe*- 
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difobedtence , temerity y Mdmfs , Jedilim mid 
Jchifm ; Jo we condemn^ reprtfiate undforbidy the 
J aid and aH other Juch Tranflatims , and tnter- 
diS the reading , and ks^ping , to aU and fn^ar 
the faithftdy ef whatever ffXj degree^ order^ cm* 
ditiony dignity y honour y or preeminence y &c un- 
der pain ofexcommumcation. jfnd we command 
the copies to be bnmediatly bumty &c. So mor- 
tal a tin it feems 'twas thought for the Laity 
to underftand the prayers in which they muft 
communicate. 

7- Nor is this allj agreeable to the other 
attempts upon the holy Scripture was the bold 
infolence of making a new authentick Text in 
that unknown Tongue in which the offices of 
prayer had been, and were to be keptdifguis'd j 
which was done by the decree of the Council 
of Trent in the fourth Seffion. But when the 
Council had given this Prerogative to the 
Verfion which it call'd vulgar, the fiicceeding 
Popes began to confider what that Verfion 
was; and this work P/W the fourth and fifth 
let upon, but prevented by death fail'd to 
compleat its fb that the honour of the perform- 
ance fell to Sixtus the fifth, who in the ple- 
nitude of his Apoflolickpower,the Tranflation 
being reformed to his mind, commanded it to 
be that genuine ancient Edition which the 
Trent Fathers had before made authentick, and 
under the pain of excommunication requird 
it to be fo received : which he do*s in this 

form. 
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form. Of our certain hwwkdge , and the plem^ 
tttde of Jpoftolick^poTQer ^ we order and declare 
that the vtdgar Edition which has been receivdfor 
authentic\by the Council of Trent, is without doubt 
or controverfy to be efieemd this very one^ which 
being amended as well as it ispofftbUy and printed 
at we Vatican Prefs , we publijh to be read in 
the whole Chrifiian I{epublicky and in all Churches 
of the Chrijlian world. Decreeing that it having 
been approvd by the confent of the holy univerfal 
Churchy and the holy ^Fathers J and then by the De* 
tree of the general Coffncil of Trcnt^ and now by 
the JfpofiolicJ^ authority deliver d to us by the 
Lord', is the true y legitimate ^ authentick^y and 
undoubted^ which is to be received and held in all 
publickand private Difputationsy LeBuresy Preach^ 
ingSy and ExpofitionSy 5cc. But notwithftand- 
ing this certain knowledge, and plenitude of 
Apofiolick power , (bon after came Clement 
the eighth, and again refumes the work of his 
Predeceflbr Sixtus^ difcovers great and many 
erroursin it, and puts out one more reform'd, 
yet confefs'd by himfelf to be imperfect: > which 
now ftands for the authentick Text, and car- 
ries thei title of the Bible put forth by Sixtus^ 
notwithftanding all its alterations. So well 
do's the Roman Church deferve the honour 
which (he pretends to, of being the miftrefs of 
all Churches y and fo infallible is the holy Chair 
in its determinations >' and laftly , fb authen** 
tick a Tranfcript of the word of God (con- 
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ceraing which 'tis (aid > Mattt y. iS. ^ne\H$r 
me uut finJL mtfail) is chat which (he efta« 
bli(h'd,aod that has receiy'dfb manyi and yee 
accordii^ to the confdfion of the infallibte 
Corredor, wants ftill more alterations. 

S. Dependent aponthis> and as great 
a mifchief as any of the former) confeqaent 
to the withdrawing of the Scripture, I take 
to be the ftep it.made to the overthrow of the 
Ancient smd moft ufefbl difcipline of the 
Church in point of Penance, whole rigours 
always heretofore proceeded the poffibiiity of 
having abfblution. Now of this we know a 
Iblemn part was the ftate of Audience, wl»en 
the laps d perfbn was receiv d, after long atten** 
dance without doors, proftrations, and lamen* 
tations diere , withni the entrance of the 
Church; and was permitted with the Cate- 
chumens or Candidates of Baptifin , to hear 
the readings of the Scripture, and ftay till 
Prayer begani but then depart. He was ^ 
iig'd to hear the tttroms of the Lord , the 
threats of the divine Law againft fin ami fin- 
ners, to ftand among the unbaptizd and hea- 
then multitude ) and learn again the ele- 
ments of that holy Faith fiom which he had 
prevaricated ; and £6 in time be rend^'d 
capaUe of the devotions of die faidifiil ^ and 
afterwards of tlie reoeption of the Euchartt. 
But when the Scriptures were thooriit v£Ac& 
or dangerous to be undei:fl:ood ain heard, it 
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was confluent that the ftate of Audience 
ifaould be cat o£F from Penance, and that the 
next to it, upon the felf^fame principle (hould 
be difmifs'd: andfb the long probation for- 
merly requir d fliould be fu^planted: and the 
compendious way of Pardoning firft, and Re- 
penting afterwards, the endlefs circle of Sin- 
ning and being Abfblv*d, and then Sinning 
and being Abfbl v'd again, fliould prevail upon 
the Church. Which ftill obtains, notwithftand- 
ing the complaints, and irrefragable demons 
ftrations of learned mtn even of the l^s^Jb 
^mmunion, who plainly fhew this now re- 
ceiv'd method to be an Innovation ground- 
lef§ and uhreafbnable^ and moft pernicious ia 
its confequents. 

9 A NO, by the way, we may take notice 
that there cannot be a plainer evidence of 
the judgement of the Church, concerning the 
neceffity of the Scriptures being known, not 
only by the learned but tnean Cbriftians, and 
the intereft they have therein, than is the 
ancient ^owcfk of Penance^ eftablifti'd by the 
pra&ice of all the firft Ages, and almoft as 
many Councils , whether general or local, 
9& have decreed any thing concerning Difci- 
pline, with the Penitentiary Books and Car 
nous, which are written for the firft eleven 
hundred years in the whole Chriftian world* 
For if even the unbaptizd Catechumen, and 
tl^e laps'dSitiQfr, notwithftanding their ileur 
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der knowledge in the myfteries off Faith, or 
fi-ail pretence to the priviledge thereof, liad 
a right to the ftate of Audience, and was 
oblig d to hear the Scriptare read ; fiireiy the 
meaneft unobnoxions Laick was in as advan- 
tageous circumftances, and might not only 
be trailed with the reading of thole facred 
Books, but might claim them as his birth- 
right. 

10. I may juftly, over and above what has 
been hitherto alledg d, impute to the Gover- 
hours of the fame Church, and their with- 

^ holding from the Laity the Holy Scripture, 
the many dangerous errours, grofs ignorances, 
and (candalous immoralities which have pre- 
vail'd among them both* It is no new me- 
thod of Divine vengeance, that there fhould 
be li^e People^ like Priefij Hof 4« 9. jlnd thi^t the 
idle Shepherd who led hu flock into the ditch , 
Jbotdd fall therein himfelf Mat. i jT^ 14. And as 
the Vvo^htt J^chary defcribes it, ch. 11.17. 
Thefvpord JbaU be upon his arm^ and upon his 
right eye : his arm JbaU be clean dried up^ and bis 
right eye JbaU be utterly darkned. 

11. But no confequence can be moreob- 
vioufly deducible from that pradice, than 
that men ihould juftify the with-holding of 
the Scripture by leflening its Credit, and de- 
preciating its Worth : which has occafion d 
^hofe reproaches which by the Writers of the 
iChurch of J^mey of beft note, have been c^St 
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upon it« As that it was a Noje oftpaxy a leaden 
ruky a deaf and ufeleft Deiutyto God in the of^ 
fice of a Judge ; of lefs autnortty than the Roman 
Churchy and of no more credit than iEfbps Fables^ 
but for the teflimory of the /aid Church j tba$ 
they contain things apt to raife laughter or in- 
dignation^ that the Latin Transition in the 
Complutenfian Bibk i/ placed between the He- 
brew Text and the Septua^ntVer^on^ as our Sa^ 
viour was at bis Cructfiocion between two thieves ; 
and that the Vulgar Edition is of fuch authority 
that the Originals ought to be mended by ity rather 
than itjhotdd be mended from them : which are 
the complements of Cardinal Bellarmin^ Hoput^ 
Eciius^ Perron^ Ximinesy Coqueus^ and others of 
that Communion : words to be anfwer d by 
a Thunderbolt, and fitter for the mouth of 
a Celfus or a Porphyry^ than of the pious Sons, 
and zealous Champions of the Church of 
Chrift. 

I a. 'T 1 s to be expeded that the l(pmamfis 
Jhould now wipe their mouths, and plead not 
guilty ; telling us that they permit the Scri- 
pture to the Laity in their Mother Tongue : 
. And to that purpofe the Fathers ofl{femes 
and Doway have publi(h'd an Enzlijh Bible for 
thofe of their Communion* I mali therefore 
give afliort and plain account of the whole 
affair, as really it ftands, and then on Gods 
Name let thQ^gmanifts mal^e the. beft of their 
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11. The fourth rale of the Index of 
prohibited Books ccmipos'd upon the com* 
mand and auipioe of the Council of Trmt^ 
and publifh'd by the Authority of Pirns the 
fourth, Sixtus the fifth, and Clement the eighth, 
runs thus : Since 'tis matnfeft by experienee^ tlmt 
if the HolyBibU hejufferd promjcuou/hf m the 
ViJgarTmigue^ fuch^is the temerity of men^ that 
greater detriment than adoantage mU thence a>- 
rife I in this matter let the judgement ef the Bi- 
Jbop er Inqmfiter be ftoed to : that with the ad* 
vice of the Curate er Cenfeffory th^ may ^ve leave 
for the reading of the Bible in the tm^ar TongnOj 
Tranjlated by Catholicism tofuch as they kpew vnU 
not receive damage y bid increafe of Faith and 
Piety thereby. Which faculty they JbaU have in 
nriting; andtvhofoever without fuch faculty JbcM 
trefume to have or to read the Bible^ hejbatt not 
^titt he has deliver d it ^ , receive Abjolution of 
his Sins. Now (to pafs oyer the iniquity of 
obliging men to ask leave to do that which 
GodAlmighty commands) when 'tisconfiderd 
how few of the Laity can make means to the 
Biihop orlnquifitor, or convince them, or the 
Curate or Confeflbr, that they are fiich who 
will not receive damage, bat increafe of 
Faith and Piety by the reading of the Scri- 
pture; and al(b hav^ intereft to prevail with 
them for their favoikr herein: and after all,^ 
can and will be at the charge of taking out 
jphe faculty, which is Co penally requir q : 'tis 
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ea(y td gueis what thin numbers of the Laity 
are likdfy , or indeed capable of reaping be* 
nefit by this Indulgence pretended to be al- 
lowed them. 

14, But, befides all this, what fliall we fay^ 
if the power it fcif of giving Licences be a 
mere meW| and really fignifies juft nothing > 
In the obiervation (ubjoynd to this fourth 
rale it is declar d, that the impreffion and Edi^ 
tion thereaf^vesm mw fatuity to Bi/bopi^ or 
Inquifitorsy or Stumors of regtuars^ to grant Li'- 
cences of btyingj readings or r^tmntng B$i/is 
puUiJb'd in a vidgar To^ue ; fnce hitherto by 
the command and fraBice of the fydy l^mau 
a$ui muiwfid Inqmftion , the power of giving 
fuch faculties y to read or retain vulgar Bibks^ 
or any parts of Scripture of the Old or New Te- 
fiaenenty in any vu^ar Tbn^i or alfo fmns^O' 
ries 4nr bsfimicsd compendiums of the faid Bibles 
or BooJ^ of Scriptssrs , in wbatfoever Tongue 
they are vrntten^nac been tak^ away. And fore 
if a Lay-man cannot read the Bible without 
a £icuityi and it is not in any ones power to 
grant it| /twill evidently Ibllow that he can- 
not read it: And ib the pretence of giving 
liberty, omm thefhameotopenlynefiifing it, 
bat has no other e£fe<9: or coniequence. And 
if any Romanift amo^g us, or in any other 
Proteftaat Country enjoys any liberty here- 
in, 'tis merely by connivance, and owed to a 
fear left the Votary woald be loft, and take 
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the Bible where it was without difficulty to be 
had, if ftridtnefs fhould be us'd. And (hould 
Popery , which God forbid , become para- 
mount; the Tranflationsofthe Scripture in- 
to our Mother Tongues would be no more en- 
dur'd here, than they are in Spain : and they 
who have formerly been wary in comunicat- 
ingthe Scriptures, remembring how thereby 
their errours have been detedied, would upon a 
revolution effectually provide for the fiiture, 
and be fure to keep their people in an Egyptian 
darknefs , that might itfelf be felt, but that 
allow'd the notices of no other objed:. They 
would not be content with that compofition 
of the Ammonites, to tbruflout aUthe right eyes 
of thof^ that fiibmitted to them, i Sam. ix.%. 
but would put out both ^as the Fhiliftines did to 
Sam/my that they misht make their miferable 
captives for ever grind in their Mitty Jud. i tf . 21. 
If. But this heavieft of judgements will 
never fall upon the reformed Churches, till by 
their vicious pradiceand contempt of the di- 
vine Law, they have deferted their profeflion, 
and made themfelves utterly unworthy of the 
bleffiogs they enjoy, and the light of that 
• Gofpel which with noon-day brightnefs has 
fhind among them. Upon which account, 
I fuppoft it may not be impertinent in the 
next place to fubjoy n fome plain dirediions, and 
cautionary advices, concerning the ufe of diefe 
facred Books* 
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SECT. VIIL 

Neceffary cautions to be us'd in the 
reading of the holy Scriptures. 

IT is a common obfervation, that the moft 
generous and fprightly Medicines are the 
moft unfafe, ifnotapply'd with due care and 
regimen : and the remark holds as well in 
fpiritual as corporal remedies. The Apoftle 
aiGierts it upon his own experience, that the 
dodirine of the Gofpel, which was to fome/i^^ 
favour of life untolife^ was to others the favour of 
deathy 2 Cor. 2. 16. And the fame effecS: that 
the oral Word had then, the written Word 
may have now s not that either the one or 
the other has any thing in it that is of it 
(elf mortiferouS) but becomes fb by the ill dif^ 
pofition of the perfbns who fo pervert it. It is 
therefore well worth our inquiry, what quali- 
fications on our part are neceflfiry to make 
the Word be to us what it is in it (elf, the power 
of God unto falvation^ Rom. i. i^. Of thefe 
lome are previous before our reading, (bme 
are concomitant with it , and fbme are fub- 
fequent and follow after it. 

2. Of thofe that go before, fincerity is a 
moft elTential requilite: by fincerity, I mean 
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an upright intention, by which we dired: our 
reading to that proper \ end for which the 
holy Scriptures were defign d : vi^. * the know* 
ing God's will in order to the pradiifinp it. 
This honeft fimplicity of heart is that which 
Chrift reprcfents by the good groumi ^ where 
alone it was that the feed could firudify. Matt. 
1.3. 8. And he that brings not this with him^ 
brings only the fhadow of a Difciple. The 
TPordofGody is mdi^cA^ Jharpier than a two-edged 
Jtvordy Heb. 4. 1 1. but what ittipreffion can a 
fwordrtiakeon a body of air, wnich ftill flips 
from, and eludes its thrufts ? And as little can 

' allthepradical difcourfes of Holy Writ make 
oh him, who brings only his fpeculative facul- 
ties with him, and leaves his will and a£fedi- 
ons behind him s which are the only proper 
fubjeds for it to work^on. 

3. To this we may probably impute that 
ftrange inefficacioufnefi We fee of the Word. 

• Alas ! men rarely apply it to the right place : 
our mott inveterate difeafes lie in our morals, 
and we fuffer the Medicine to reach no farther 
than our intelleds. As if he that had an ulcer 
in his bowels ihould apply all his balfoms and 
fanatives only to his head. 'Tistrue, the holy 
Scriptures are the treafuries of divine Wifciom ; 
the Oracles to which we (hould refort for lav- 
ing knowledge: hut they are alfo the rule 
and guide of holy Life : and he that covets 
to know God's will for any pufpofe but to 

pradtiie 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECT.yilliCwtians in readif^ Holy Scrip. 195 . 

pnAHh it| is only ftadious to entitle himfelf 
to the greater number of ftripesy Luk^ la. 47. 

4. Nay farther, he that afieAs only the 
bare knowledge is oft diiappointed even of 
that. The Scripture, like the Pillar of Fire 
and Cloud, enlightens the Ifraelites^ thofe who 
fincerely refign themfelves to its guidance $ 
but it darkens and confounds the Egyptians^ 
JExod. 14. 20. And 'tis frequently feen, that 
thofe who read only to become knowing, are 
toU'd on by their curioficy into the more ab- 
ftrufe and myfterious parts of Scripture, where 
they entangle themfelves in inextricable mazes 
and confufions ; and infteiad of acquiring a 
more fuperlative knowledge, lofib thofe eafy 
and common notions which lye obvious to 
every plain well meaning Reader. I fear this 
Age affords too many, and too frequent in* 
ftances of this, in men who have loft God in 
themidft of his Word, and ftudy'd Scripture 
till they have renounc d its Author. 

i'. And fure this infatuation is very juft, 
and no more than God himfelf has warn'd us 
of, who taies the wife in their own craftinefs^ 
J(A f. 13. but appropriates his feerets only ta 
them that fear himj znd has promised to teach 
the meek hu way^ Pfal. a ^ . 9, 1 4. And this was 
the method Chrift obferv'd in his Preaching, ^ 
otiveiling thofe truths to his Difciples, which 
to the Scribes and Pharifees, his inquifitive, 
yiet refradiory hearers, be wrapt up in parables; 
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not that he diflik'd their defire of knowledge, 
but their want of fincerity : which is fo fatal 
adefed:as b^afts our purfait, tho' of things in 
tbemfelves never fo excellent. This we find 
exemplify 'd in Simon MaffsSy ^Ss 8. who, tho' 
he coveted a thing in it (elf very defireable, the 
power of conferring the Holy Ghoft, yet de- 
firing it not only upon undue conditions, bat 
for finifter ends, not only mifs'd of that, but 
was ( after all his convincement by the Apo- 
files Miracle, and the engagement of his Ba- 
ptifm ) immers'd in the gall of bitternejsi and 
at laft advanc'd to that height of Blaipbemy, 
as to fet up himfelf for aGod, fo becoming 
a lafting memento^ how unfafe it is to prevari* 
cate in holy things. 

6. But as there is a fincerity of the Will 
in order to pradiice, fo there is alfo a fincerity 
of the Underftanding in order to belief; and 
this is alfo no leis requifite to the profitable 
reading of Scripture. I mean by this, that we 
come with a preparation of mind, to embrace 
indiflFerently whatever God there reveals as 
the objeca of our Faith; that we bring our 
own opinions, not as the clue by which to un- 
fold Scripture, but to be try'd and regulated 
by it. The want of this lias been of very per- 
nicious confequence in matters botli of Faith 
and Speculation. Men are, commonly pre- 
poflefs*d ftrongly with their own noti0ns, and 
theii: errand to Scripture is not to lend them 
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light to judge of them, but aids to back and 
defend them. 

7. Of this there is no Book of controverfy 
that do's not give notorious proof. The «Sb- 
cinian can eafily over-look the beginning of 
Saint John^ that \ fays, The Word was God^ Joh. 
I.I. and all thofe other places which plainly 
aflert the Deity of our Saviour^ ^f he can di- 
vert to that other more agreeable Text, that 
the Father is ^eater than 1. Among the i^- 
tnanifis^ Peters being faid to be firjl among 
the Apofiles^ Matt. 10. 2. and that on that I{pc\ 
Cbrijt would build hu Churchy Matt. id. 18. car- 
ry s away all attention firom thofe other 
places, where Saint Paul fays he^ was not be^ 
bind the very chief eft of the jipoftles^ 2. Cor. 1 1. f. 
that upon him lay the care of all the Churchesy 
2. Cor. ir. 28. and that the Church was not 
built upon the foundation offome one^ hut all the 
twelve Jpoftks^ Bevelat. 21. 14. So it fares in 
the bufinefi of the Eucharift : This is my body y 
Matt 2d. 2d. carrys it away clear for Tran- 
fubftantiation, when our Saviours calling that 
which he drunk the fruit of the vine^ Matt. 26. 
29. and then Saint Pauls naming the Ele- 
ments in the Lords Supper feveral times over. 
Bread and Wine ; The Bread that we breaks is 
it not the Communion of the Body of Chrift ? The 
Cup that we blefsy is it not the Communion } &c. 
I. Cor. 10. Id. And again, He that eats this 
Bread y and drink^ this Cup unworthily ^ &c. 
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J. Cor. lu 29. can make no appearance of an 
Aigomenc. 

t. Thus men once ei^ag'd raniack for 
Texts that carry (bme correlpondency to the 
opinions they have imbib'd^ and thofe how 
do they rack and ferae to bring to a perfed 
conformity ^ and improve every litde pro- 
bability into a demonflxation ? On the other 
fide^ the contrary Texts the look on as^ne- 
miesy and confider them no farther than 
to provide fences and gaards againft them : 
So they bring Texts not into the fcales to 
weigh, bat into the field to skirmifh, as Par- 
tizans and Aaxiliaries of fiich or inch Opi- 
nions. 

9. By thisforceof preponfeffionit is^ that 
that Sacred Rule, which is the mealiire and 
ftandard of all red:itade^ is it felf bow'd and 
diftorted to countenance and abet the moft 
contrary Tenets : and like a variable picture, 
repreients difiering (hapes, according to the 
light in which you view it. And fure we can- 
not do it a worfe office than to reprclenc it 
thus diflbnant to it felf. Yet thos it muft ftill 
be till men come unbyaft to the reading of it. 
And certainly there is all the reafon in the 
world they fliould do fo : the ultimate end of 
mr faith u but the faivatimof our fouls^ i. Pet. 
I. 9. and we may be fure the Scripture can- 
beft dire<a us what Faith it is which will lead 
us to that end. 

10. Why 
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10* Why fhoold we not then have the 
fame indifference which a traveller hath, whe- 
ther his way lie on this hand or that: (b as it 
be the dired: road to his journeys end ? For al- 
though it be infinitely material that I embrace 
right principles, yet 'tis not fo that thisihould 
be right rather than the other : and our 
wifhes that it (hould be (6 proceed only from 
our prepofleffions and fondnefs of our own 
conceptions, than which nothing is more apt 
to intercept the clear view of truth. It there^ 
fore nearly concerns us. to depofit theih, and 
to give up our (elves without relcrve to the 
guidance of Gods Word, and give it equal 
credit when it thwarts, as when it complies 
with our own notions. 

II. Without this, though wemaycall 
Scripture the rule of Faith, and judge of con- 
troverfies ; yet 'tis manifeft we make it not 
fo, but referve ftill thelaft appeal to our own 
prejudicate fancies : and then no wonder ^ 
though we fall under the fame occecation which 
our Saviour upbraids to thejews,^i&«tf^iag,»>^ 
fie mty neither do toe underfiand:^ Matt.i 3.14. For 
he that will not be fav'd Gods way, will hard- 
ly be (b by his own. He that refblves not im- 
partially to embrace all the Scriptures di- 
lates comes to them as unfincerely, as the 
remnant of the Jews did to Jeremiah to in- 
quire of the Lord for them , whith he no 
fooner had done, but they proteft againft his 
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meilage^y^. 42. 20. and may expeA as fatal an 
event. 

12. But there are a fet of men who deal 
yet more unfincerely with the Wordj that 
read it infidioufly, on purpofe to coiled: mat- 
ter of objed;ion and cavil; that with a mali- 
cious diligence compare Texts in hope to 
find contradii^ions; and read attentively, but 
to no other end than to remark incoherences 
and defeAs in the ftile : which when they 
think they have ftarted , they have their de- 
fign ; and never will ufe a quarter of the 
fame diligence in confidering now they may 
be fblv d, or confulting with thofe who may 
afltft them in it. For 1 think I may appeal to 
the generality of thofe who have rais d the 
loudeft clamours againft the Scripture, whe- 
ther they have endeavourd to render them- 
iclves competent judges of it by inquiring in- 
to the Originals, or informing themfelves of 
thofe local Cuftoms, peculiar Idioms, and ma- 
ny other circumftances , by which obfeure 
Texts are to be clear d. And though I do not af- 
firm it neceiiary to falvation that every man 
ihould do this > yet I may affirm it neceiGfary 
to him that will pretend to judge of the Bi- 
ble : and he that without this condemns it, do's 
it as manifeft injury , as a Judge that ihould 
pais fentence only upon theindi(3:ment, with- 
out hearing the defence. 

13. And certainly there cannot be any 
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thing more unmanly and difingenuous, than 
for men to inyeigh and condemn before they 
inquire and examine. Yet this is the thing 
upon which fb many value themfelves, alTum- 
ing to be men of reafbn, for that for which 
the Scripture pronounces them brute Beafts, 
viz. the [peaking evil ofthofe things they under* 
ftand not^ 2 Pet. 1. 12. Would men ufedue di- 
ligence, no doubt many of thofe feeming 
contradictions would be feconcil'd , and the 
obfcurities clear d : and if any ihould after 
all remain, they might find twenty things fit- 
ter to charge it on, than want of verity or 
difcourfe in the infpir d writers. 

14, Alas what human writing is there 
of near that Antiquity, wherein there are not 
many pafTages unintelligible ? And indeed , 
unlefs modern times knew all thofe national 
cuftoms, obfblete Laws, particular Rites and 
Ceremonies, Phrafes and proverbial Sayings, 
to which fuch ancient Books refer, 'tis im- 
poilible but fbme paflages muft ftill remain ol>- 
fcure. Yet in thefe we ordinarily have fb 
much candour, as to impute their unintelligi- 
blenefs to our own ignorance ofthofe things 
which Ihould clear them, the improprieties 
of fHle to the variation that times make in 
dialeds , or to the errors of Scribes, and do 
not prefently exclaim againft the Authors as 
falfe or impertinent, or difcard the whole Book 
for fbme fuch paflages. 

C c If. And 
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If. Akd fure what allowances we make 
to other Books may with more rea(bn be 
made to the Bible; which having been writ fb 
many Ages fince, paftthro' infinite variety of 
hands, and (which is above all) having been 
the objeA of the Devilr, and wicked mens 
malice, lies under greater difadvantages than 
any human compouire : And doubtlefs men 
would be as equitable to that as they are to 
others , were it not that they more wifh to 
have that falfe or irrational dian any other 
Book. The plain parts of it, the precepts and 
threatnings fjpeak clearer than they defire , 
gall and fret them ; and therefore they will 
revenge themfelves upon the obicurer : and 
feem angry that there are fbme things they 
underfland not , when indeed their real dif^ 
pleafure is at thofe they do. 

16. A fecond qualification preparatory to 
reading the Scripture is reverence. When 
we take the Bible in our hands, we ihould do 
it with other (entiments and apprehenfions 
than when we take a common Book; confi- 
deringthat it is the word of God, the inftra- 
ment of our (alvation , or upon our abufe of 
it, a promoter of our ruin. 

17. And fure this, if duly appithended, 
cannot but ftrike us with a reverential awe, 
make us to fay mthfacob^ Gen. 28. id. furely 
God u in this place , controul all trifling fan- 
cies, and make us read, not for cuftomeor di- 
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yercifement, but with thofe fblemn and holy 
intentions, which become ^he dignity of its 
Author. Accordingly we find holy men have 
in all Ages been affecSied with it ; andfbme to 
the inward reverence of the mind havejoynd 
the outward of the body alfb, and never read 
it but upon their knees : an example that 
may both inftrudt and reproach our profane- 
nefs ; who commonly read by chance, and at 
a venture : If a Bible happen in our way, we 
take it up as we would do a Romance, or 
a Play-book 5 only herein we differ, that we 
difmifs it much fboner, and retain lefs of its 
impreffions. 

1 8. It was zLaw (^Numaj that no man 
fhould meddle with divine things, or worfhip 
the Gods in paffingorby accident, but make 
it a let and fblemn bufinefs. And every one 
knows with how great ceremony and (blem- 
nity the Heathen Oracles weire confulted. 
How great a (hame is it then for Chriftians 
to defalk that reverence from the true God, 
which Heathens allow'd their falfe ones ? 

1 9. N o w this proceeds fbmetimes from the 
want of that habitual reverence we fhould al- 
ways have to it as Gods word, and fometimes 
from want ofadiually exciting it, when we go 
to read : for if the habit lye only dormant m 
us, and be not awak'd by acSiual confiderg- 
tion, it avails us as little in our reading, as the 
habitual ftrength of a man do's towards la* 
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hour, when he will not exert it for that end. 

20. W B ought therefore, as to make it our 
deliberate choice tore^d Gods word 5 fo when 
we do it, to ftir up our (elves to thofe folemn 
apprehenfions of its dignity and authority, as 
may render us malleable, and apt, to receive 
its impreffions ; for where there is no reve- 
rence, 'tis not to be exfpeded there (hould be 
any genuine or lafting obedience, 

21. Saint Aufiin in his Trad: to Himo- 
ratus^ of the advantage of believing, makes 
the firft requifite to the knowledge ofthe Scri- 
ptures to be the love of them. Believe m^ 
fays he, ever^j thing in the Scripture is Sublime 
and Divine y its truth and doShrine are mojl 
accommodate to the refrejhment , and btdl£t% 
up of our minds : and in all refpeBsJo order dy 
that every me may draw thence what is Suf- 
ficient for him ; provided he approach it with 
Devotion^ Piety y and l^eligion. The proof of this 
may require much reafonir^ and difcourfe. But 
this I am firjl to perfwadcy that you do not hate 
the Authors y and then that you love them. Had 
we an ill opinion of Virgil, nay^ if upon the ac* 
cmnt of the reputation he has gaind with our 
JPredeceJforSy we did not greatly lovey before we 
underfiood him , we Jhofild never patiently go 
through all the dtficult quefiions Grammarians 
raife about him. Many employ them/elves in Com- 
menting upon himi we ejleem himmojly whofeEx- 
pofition mojh commends the Booky and Jhews that 
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the AiUboTy not only tons free from errour^ but 
did excellently well Ufhere be u not underftood. 
y^nd if fuch an account hitppen not to be given, 
rve impute it rather to the Interpreter than the 
Poet. 

aa. Thus the good Fathers whofe words 
1 have tranfcrib'd at large, as being remark- 
able to the prefent purpofe ; he alio fhews 
that the mind of no Author is to be learnt 
from one averfe to his do(3:rine : as that 'tis 
vain to enquire ofjfrijiotles Books from one 
of a diflFcrent SeO: : Or of jirehimedes from 
Epicurus: the difcourfe will be as difpleafing 
as the speaker ; and that Ihall be efteem'd al> 
furd^ which comes from one that is envy'd or 
de/pis'd. 

23. A third preparative to our reading 
ihould be prayer* The Scripture as it was di- 
lated at firft by the Holy Spirit, fo muft ftill 
owe its effeds and influence to its co-opera- 
tion. The things of God^ the Apoftle tells us, 
are fpirituaUy decern dy i. Cor. 2. 14. And tho* 
the natural man may well enough apprehend 
the letter, and grammatical (enfe of the Word ; 
yet its power and energy, that infiouative 
perfwafive force whereby it works on hearts, 
is peculiar to the Spirit ; and therefore with- 
out his aids, the Scripture whilft it lyes opea 
before our eyes, may ftill }xasa Booi^ that u 
feafdy Efai. 29. ii. be as inefiedive as if the 
charaders were illegible. 

24. Be- 
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24. B E s I D E S) our Saviour tells us, the devil 
isftillbufy to fieal away the feed as fom as it u 
fonmy Matt. 13.19. And unle(s we have fbme 
better guard than our own vigilance, he is 
(lire enough to profper in his attempt. Let it 
therefore be our care to invoke the Divine 
Aid; and when ever we take the Bible into 
our hands, to dart up at leaft a hearty ejacu- 
lation , that we may find its effed:s in our 
hearts. Let us (ay with holy David^ open thou 
mine eyes^ Lord^ that I may fee the tpondrous 
things of thy Lanv. BUffed art thou Lord^ O 
teach me thy fiatutes^ Ffal. 119. Nay, indeed 
'twill be fit matter of a daily fblemn devotion, 
as our Church has made it zn annual in the 
Colled: on the (econd Sunday in Advent : a 
prayer (b apt and fully expreiSve of what we 
fhould defire in this particular, that if we tran- 
scribe not only the example, but the very 
words, I know not how we can form that part 
ofour devotion more ad vantageoufly. » 

2,s. I N the (econd place we are to confi- 
der what is requir'd of us at the time of read- 
ing the Scripture ; which confift principally 
in two things. The firft of the(e is attention, 
which is (bindifpen(ablyrequifite,that without 
it all Books are alike, and all equally infigni- 
ficant: for he that adverts not to the (en(e of 
what he reads, the wi(eft di(cour(es fignify no 
tnot^ to him, than the moft exquifite Mufick 
do's to a man perfedly deaf. The letters and 
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fyllables of the Bible are no more facred than 
thofe of another Book s 'tis the fenfe and 
meaning only that is divinely inlpir d : and 
he that confiders only the former may as well 
entertain himfelf with afpelling-book. 

26. W £ maft therefore keep our minds 
fix'd and attent to what we read: 'tis a folly 
and lightnefs not to do fb in human Authors, 
but 'tis a fin and danger not to do fb in this 
divine Book. We know there can fcarce be 
a greater inftance of contempt and difvalue, 
thian^to hear a man fpeak, and not. at all 
mind what he fays: yet this vilefl: afiront do 
allthoieput upon God, who hear or read his 
Word, and give it no attention. Yet I feaf 
the practice is not more impious than it is 
freouent : for there are many that read the 
Bible, who, ifat the end of each Chapter they 
(hall be call'd to account,! doubt could pro- 
duce but very flender colledions: and truly 
'tis a fad confideration, that that facred Book 
is read moft attentively by thole, who read 
itasfomc preach theGoJpely Phil. i. if. out of 
envy and firife. How curioufly do men in- 
fped:, nay ranfack and embowel a Text to find 
a pretence for cavil and obje(3:ion ;whilft men 
who profefs to look there for life and falva* 
tion read with fuch a rechlefs heedlefnefi, 
as if it could tell them nothing they were 
concern d in : and to fuch 'tis no wonder if 
their reading bring no advantage. God is 
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not in this (enfe found of tbofe that feek him 
not J Efiti.tfj'. I. 'tisSatans part to ferve him- 
felf of the bare words and charaders of holy 
Writ, for charms and amulets: the vertae 
God has put there confifts in the fenfe and 
meaning , and can never be drawn out by 
droufy inadverting Readers. 

27. This unattentivenefs fbre-ftalls all 
poflibility of good. How (hall that convince 
the underftandin^* or perfwade the afiedions, 
which do*s not lo much as enter the imagi- 
nation. So that in this cafe the feed feems 
more caft away than in any of thofe inftances 
the parable gives, Matt. 13. In thofe it ftill 
fell upon the foil, but in this it never reaches 
that ; but is (catter d and dillipated, as with 
a mighty wind, by thofe thoughts which 
have prepolTefs'd the mind. Let no man 
therefore take this facred Book into his hand, 
till he has turn'd oiit all diftradling fan- 
cies , and has his faculties free and vacant 
for thofe better objeds which will there pre- 
fent themfelves. And when he has fb difpos'd 
himfelf for attention, then let him contrive 
to improve that attention to the beft advan- 
tage. 

28. To which purjpofe it may be very con- 
ducive to put it into iome order and method. 
As for inftance, when he reads the dodrinal 
part of Scripture, let him firftand principally 
advert to thofe plain Texts which contain 
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the neceflary points of Faith : that he ihay 
not owe his Creed only to his education, the 
iniiitntion of hij t'arents or Tutors > but may 
know the true foundation on which it is 
bottomed I W^. the word of God , and may 
thence be able to juftify his Faith : and as 
Saint Piter exbi^h , be ready to giye an an- 
fwer to every tnari that asks him a reajon ofibt 
hopi that u in him^ 1 Pet 3* if. For want of 
this it is, that Religion fitslb loofe iipon men, 
that every wind of dodrine blows them into 
difkind and various forms i til! at laft their 
Chriftianity it felf vaporus away and difap- 
pears. 

ay. B tJ T let men be careful thus to fecttre 
t^e foundation , and then *twill be commend- 
able in them ( who are capable of it ) to 
afpire to higher degrees of ipeculatiod : yet 
even in thele it wnl be their fafeft courfc 
chiefly to purfue fuch as have the moft imme- 
diate influence on pradSiicfe, and be more indu- 
i^riousto makeobtervationsof that fort, than 
curious and critical remarks, or bold conje- 
*<iluresupon thofemyfterieson which God has 
Jpreada veiL 

30. But befides a mans own particular 
colledlions , it will be prudence in him to ad- 
vantage himfelf of thofe of others, and to 
confiilt the learnedeft and befl:£xpo(itors» and 
that not only updn a prefent emergency , 
when he is to diipute a point, (as moft do ) 
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but in the conftant coarfe of his reading , 
wherein he will moft fedately^ and diipaffio- 
nately judge of the notions they offer. 

31. As to the choice of the portions of 
Scripture to be read in courie y though I (hall 
not condemn that of reading the whole Bible 
in order, yet 'tis apparent that fbme parts of it 
(as that of the Levitical Law) are not fo 
aptly accommodated to our prefent ftate^ as 
others are > and confequently not (b edinca- 
tory to us : and therefore I cannot (ee why 
any man fhould oblige himfelf to ai^ equal 
frequency in reading them. And to this our 
Church feems to give her fuffrage, by exclud- 
ing fuch out of her publick Leflbns. And if 
we govern our private reading by her meafure 
it will well exprefs our deference to her judge- 
ment j who has (ele(9fced fbme parts of Scri- 
pture, nor that fhe would keep her children 
in ignorance of any, but becaufe they tend 
moft immediately to practice. 

32. Neither will the daily reading the 
Scripture in. the Kubricks order hinder any 
man from acquainting himfelf with the reft. 
For he may take in the other parts as fuper- 
numeraries to his conftant task, and read 
them as his leifure and inclination fliall prompt. 
So that all the hurt that can accrue to hitft 
by this method , is the being invited to read 
fometimes extraordinary proportions. 
' 35* If it be objected, that to tho(e who 
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daily hear the Church Service 'twill be a kind 
of taatology, firft to read thofe Leflbns in 
private, which (bon after they fhall hear read 
pablickly i I ^nfwer, that whatever men may 
pleafe to call it, 'twill really be an advantage: 
For he that fhall refid a Chapter by himfelf 
with dae conlideration , and confiilting of 
good Paraphrafts, will have div d fb far into 
the fenfe of it, that he will much better 
comprehend it when he hears it read: as on 
the other fide, the hearing it read fb immedi- 
ately after, will ferve to confirm and rivet the 
fenfe in his mind. The one is as the conning, 
the other the repeating theLefTonj which 
every School-boy can tell us is befl: done at the 
neareft diftance to each other. But I fhall 
not contend for this, or any particular me- 
thod : let the Scriptures be read in proportion 
to every mans leimre and capacity, and read 
with attention > and we need not be fcrupu- 
Ipus about ciroumftances when the main duty 
isfecurd. 

34. But as in the Doctrinal, fb in the 
Preceptive part, there is a caution to be us d 
in our attention. For we are to diftinguifh be- 
tween thofe temporary precepts that were ad- 
apted to particular times and occafions, and 
ftich as are of perpetual obligation. He that 
do's not this may bring himfelf under the 
Jewijb Law, or believe a neceffity of falling 
all and giving it to the poor, becaufe twas 
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Cbrift; CQmmaiid to ii» rich mm > MtM. if, 
or incur other confiderable inKchie^ 

3f. Thv^ fireqaencly Goauoaods ace pac 
in CQQ)(M:eheQ0ve wdefipite vor^s, bat ooor. 
cera only the generality to whom the Law 
V vritfeo ) anaoot thoje who ace intcvfted 
with the yindication of their coatempt. Ac- 
cordingly 'tis (aid, thm ftvik mt i^ Marl;; 
)o. 19. which concerns the pdivate pecibn, 
but extends npt totbeMagiftcate in tne exe- 
cqtion of his office, who ix arevez^er appoutf* 
ed by Qodi and hags not tbt Jwd m vain^ 
'RfXttu ih^ So the injundioa not tn fwear 
i^ aU, Matt, u 14* refers to the common tranf- 
a^ions of life, b«c not thoie fblecnn QCca-> 
fkox» where an oath is to give glory to God, 
andu th fad ff all ftrife^ Bebr. $^ u. Ye( 
theie miftakes at tbi& (ky prevail wvth Aoa« 
baptiftci and Q^^terS} and bottom their do* 
nyal of the Magiftrates power to protet^ his 
Sub]e(3;sby War, and todeterminedifcrences 
in Peace by theC^th of witnefles in iudicial 
proceedings. 

li.. Theirs isaivxher diiftinAioa we are 
to attend to i, and that is^ between absolute and 
primaicy commands^ and ^condary ones: the 
former we are tQ iet a ipeciaX remark upon, «; 
thoie upon whole obfervance or viQlatioaour 
Eternal life Qr Death inlepwably depend;. 
And therefore oar 6ril and nioft iplkitoij^ 
care nrafl; be concerning t|iei]i. I ineo.(io^ thia 
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not to divert any from gfpirijpg to the higheft 
degrees of perfed:ion ^ but to reprove that 
prepofterous courle many take^ who lay 
the greateil weight upon thofe things on 
which God lays (he leaft; and have more 
zeal for oUiqoe intiirations > than for ex- 
preis downright commands I nay, think by the 
one to commute for the contempt of the other. 
For exam[rfe, Fafting is recommended to us 
in Scripture, bMt in a far lower key than moral 
duties: rather as an expedient and help to 
vertne, than as properly a vertue it fetf. And 
yet we may iee men fcrupulous in that, who 
ftartle not at injuftice and oppreifion (that 
clamorous fin that crys to Heaven ) who pre* 
ttend to HKirtify their appecitts by denying it 
its proper focd^ or beia^ k|}mrk>u$ in one ibrt 
of It i 9nd yet glut their avarice, eat up the 
poor, anddevam mdm^ b$ufut^ Matt* a}. 

^ 37« To fuch astbefe 'twould be good ad- 
vice to 6x their atteotioa on the abTotute 
comn^od^ to ftudy moral Uonefty and the 
eflientials of Chriftianity i to make a good 
progreis tber^ and do what God indifpenfa- 
bly requirp^.: and then it may be feafonaUe 
to thid(c^ voluntary orations: but till then 
they arc fo far from H^uroage*. that they are 
the moft reproachful Flattery : an attempt to 
bribe Gpd againft himfelf s and a Sacrilege, 
like thatof^Mffjr^, wlw;> took away^^tafas 

gpldm rpbe^ and gave him a ftuff one* 
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38. The fecond thing requifice in our 
reading, is application : this is the proper end 
of our attention* and without this we may- 
be very huff to very little purpole. The 
mofl: laborious attention without it puts us 
but in the condition of thofe poor flaves that 
labour in the Mines , who with infinite toil 
dig that Ore of which they fliall never par- 
take. If therefore we will appropriate that 
rich treafure, we muft apply, and fo make it 
our own. 

39. L ET us then at every period of Holy 
Writ refled: and look on our felves as the 
perfons fpoke to. When we find Philip giving 
Baptifm to the Eunuch upon this condition, 
that he believe mith all bis hearty AtSts 8. letos 
confider that untefs we do fb, our Baptifm (like 
a thing furreptitioufly obtain'd) conveys no 
title to us, will avail us nothing; 

40. When we read our Saviours denun- 
ciation to the Jew, except ye repent^ ye JhaU ali 
Ukewife perijh ; Luke 1 3. f. we are to look on 
it as if addrefs'd immediately to our felves> and 
conclude as great a necefSty of our repen- 
tance. In thofe black catalogues of crimes 
which the Apoftle mentions, i. Cor. 6. lo. and 
Gal. f. 19,20, 22. as excluding from the King- 
dom of Heaven, we are to behold our own 
guilts arraign d, and to refblve that the fame 
crimes will as certainly fhut Heaven gates a- 
g;ain(t us, as thofe to whom thofe Epiftles were 
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immediatly directed. In aU the precepts of 
good life^ and Chriftian Vertue, we are to 
mink our felves as nearly and particularly 
concern d) as if we had been Chrifts Auditors 
on the mount. So proportionably in all the 
threats and promifes we are eitlier to. tremble 
or hope, according as we find our (elves ad-* 
here to thofe fins or vertues to which they are 
aflix d. 

41. This cloie application would ren*^ 
der what we read operative and effedliive, 
which without it will be u(ele^ and infignifi- 
cant. We may fee an inftance of it in David ; 
who was not at all con vine d of his own guile 
by Nathans parable ( though the moft appo« 
fite that was imaginable ) till he roundjiy 
apply 'd it, faying, thou art the man^ 2 Sam; 
12.. And unlefs we treat our felves at the 
fame rate , the Scripture may fill our heads^ 
with high notions, nay with many fpecula- 
tive truths, which yet amounts to no more 
than the Devils Theology,^^. 2.19. and will as 
little advantage us. 

42. I T now remains that we fpeak of whatf 
we are to do after our reading ; which may- 
be fumm'd up in two words : Recoiled: and 
pradife. Our memories are very frail as to 
things of this nature. And tnerefore we 
ought to imprefs them as deep as we can, by 
refleding on what we have read. It is an pb- 
feryation out of the Levitical Law , that 
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thofe beafts only were dean > and fit for fa- 
crifice, that chewd the cadj Lev. 11.4^ And the 
the ceremony were Tewifh, the moral is Chri- 
fiiaii) and admoniJnes us how we Ihoald re- 
volve and ruminate on fpiritual inftruftionjr. 
Without this what we hear or read flips in- 
fenfibly from us, and like letters writ in chalk, 
is wiped out by the nett fticceeding thought : 
but recoUediion engraves and indents the 
characters in the mmd. And he that would 
duly ufe it would find other manner of itd- 
preffions, moreafiedive and morelafting than 
bare reading will leave. 

43. We find it thus in all Sciences: he 
that only reads over the rules, and laysafide# 
the thoughts of them together with his Book 
will make but aflowaovance; wbilfthcthat 
plods and ftudies upon them, repeats and reior 
forces them upon his mind, fbon arrives to an 
eminency. By this if was that David attain d 
to that perfedton in Gods Law as to out-ftrip 
hit itzchtts^andiin^fiand more than the Aficu 
ents^ Pfal. 1 1 9. 99, i o o. becaufe it was his mtit- 
iatim as himiehf tells us, vet. ^f. 99. 

44. Let us therefore purfue the fiine me- 
thod ; and when we have read a portion of 
Scripture , let us recoiled what obfervable 
things we have there met with : what exhof- 
tions to verfue, or determents from vice; 
what promifes to obedience, or menaces for 
the contrary 5 what examples of Gods ven- 
geance 
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^^^uice^aitiftruchor luch£ns> or u4iac «a- 
Aances ^f his bleffiqg t^pon .duties. If w^^o 
this iiaily, we <:aniK>t bat amals together a 
^gr^t ftock of Scripture docainents , which 
wiU <be i?eady &)rus to produce upon ev^ry 
opcafioD. Satam can afiault us no where, but 
we IhAl be provided of a guard , a Soripum 
efi'j which we fee was the i^ arinouir theca.- 
|>tscin of our Salvation us'd in his ^encoiAnfeer 
with faim, Matt* 4« vet. 4. 7. and i o. md vif'Al 
hp as &ccd$ful to us^ if we will duly ma- 
nagpit. 

4f. Th£ laft thing reqair'td as cott&qmeiit 
to our readiag, is prad^ice. This is the laki- 
jsifttefead, to which all the ^e*goi3<^ quati- 
fications aiie ^lireded. .A»d if we ^il^heiDt» 
the jmolEb jiffiduous diligence in all the foiw^r 
will be but loft labour. Let us mean never So 
Weill attend never fe cloie, recoiled: never £i^, 
ieaciad/Iy; tf a&er all we4o wK pradkife, all the 
a?eft Will (erve but to enhance our guilt. Chri« 
^ftiani!;y is as a(%ive Science, dnd the Bible was 
^tven us not Merely foria jtheine of ipeoulatiGto, 
bat lor arule of 4ife« 

416. Ah D alas, ii4ial; will it avail us that otfac 
' ^inioas are right:, if our mannei^ be crook- 
1^} When tbe Scripture has Ibew'd as whdC 
God requires of us, nay, has evincd tons die 
^eiifeaablen€& of t^ injoniid^ibns, tbe goeflrc 
4greeAbleads which they havfe to the excel- 
l^yof our nadlure; ^ndhteibiK^'dthis with 
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theaflurance that in k^^ping ff them there 
JhaBbe a ff-eat reward^ Pfal. 19. ii- if in the 
frtidftof wch importunate invitations to life 
we will diGofe death; we are indeed n^orfi^, 
as the wife tfian fpeaks,' to take part rmth ity 
Wifd. 1. itf. our crimes are hereby increasd 
to ia monftrous bulk, and alfo depriv d of that 
veil and fhelter which darkiiefs arid ignorance 
would 'have given them. Arid a vicious 
Chriftian may have caufe at the laft day to 
wiih.that he had ftudied the Alcoran rather 
than the Bible. His fenfiialities might then 
have pleaded/ that they were but the antici- 
{^ttng his Paradife, taking, up that before 
hand, which his Religion proposed to him as 
his fummum bonurn^ his final ^tid higheft aim. 
But with what tonfufion muft a Chriftian 
then appear, whofe inftitution obliges him 
'to mortify theflefti, and yet has made it the 
bu(ihe(s of his life, not only to fatisfy, but 
eir^n to enrage , arid enflame its appetites.^ 
. that has fet lip a'counterHdifcipline to that of 
the Gofpel he pro&fles i and when that re- 
quires auilerities and felfdenials^ to reduce 
corrupt nature to a tantieneis and fubjedrion, 
has not only pull'd off the bridle, but us'd the » 
ipur i contriv d Arts to debauch even corrup- 
tion it (elf; and has fore d his reluding na- 
ture upon ftudied and artificial leudnefs ? Such 
meii may be thought to have read the Scri- 
pture^with no other de%n but to be fare to 

run 
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run counter to its. that by informing thoxi-^ 
felves of Gods will they. may. know the more 
exad:ly howlto affront and contradid: it. 

47. N A Y, fo it is, too many unto malice 
add contempt $ are not content only fiillenly 
to refift its Precepts, but defpife and revile 
them. alio, arraign the Wifdom of God^ and 
pronounce the Divine Laws to be weak and , 
impertinent ; lay their Sci^nes of ridiculous 
mirth in the Bible 5 rally ia. the Sacred Dia- 
led:, and play theBuffoons* with the moft fe- 
rious thing jn the world. An, impious licen- 
tioufnefs which is now grown to that height, 
that it is one of the wonders of Gods long- 
fufiering that there are not as many^ eminent . 
inftances ofthevengean/ce, as there are of the 
guilt. I have formerly complain d pf it, and 
muft iiill crave leave to do fo. Jt is indeed 
ib 4>reading an infe<3:ion, that we can never 
be iufficiently arm'd againfl: it, Some degrees 
of it have tainted many who bay^ not utterly 
renounc d their reverence fox the Bible : there 
being thofe who in their (blemn moods own 
it as Qods Word, and profefs they muft finally 
ftand or fall by its verdid ; who, yet in their . 
jocular humours make light and irreverent ap- 
plications of its phrafes andfentences,furnifh 
out their little jeffcs in its attire, and uie it as if 
they thought it good £br nothing elfe. 

48. And certainly this abufe in men that 
own the Bible, is infinitely more monftrous 
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thanin thofe who cfefy i« : the Joitn look on. 
ic as a common* thing, andofeisas^fbchi: but 
for thoTe who confol^ it Sacvcd* tbos to pra-* 
ftiiuce is, is^ a flat comtcadiiftibn a$ anich a- 
gtinft the rnles^ of Bticocide as Retigion : 'tis 
to odS^ the fame abufe tOf Onrift ki his Word^ 
which the^nide Scmtdiers did) fia his Berfbn f ta 
bow the knee before it, and yet es|)o{e it as^ 
an obje<9} of fcom and laughtei;. Bat fbre 
thera cannot be>two things mo^€ inconfifteot, 
than the avowing* it to be diAaiKdi by God 
in' €}vdcw to thd mofl? inypovtaait oo«Kern of 
man , and yetf d&bafe is to nhe vileft patt^ 
pof^i mabe it the dmdge tmd hackney to 
our i))oitfi}I bntn^nt'S) and lining iit out M t3^ 
Milifiims did iSaM/^i% (m^ 10^ makr us merry, 

49% I N £x£ £ D oM wouM won^ how that 
(hoiild become »^ propei^ infttwue^e fop that 
puf^Q^ tbarthof^ d^p^nes^o^r^hi^^odTM^, 
t«mpevanoe, aiid> judgeoies^ to nom^ (every 
where fcacterd^thro^ thao Bwik} which fet 
Heathen F^hx a tiftmbling-^ fhonld fet Cbrj- 
ffcf ans a~ Ihugkii^ : and ye6 (houkf mien* cite 
the fame things and phrafbi^ not of anbther 
Author, there would be no jttfb in it R feehfis 
tttei^fore thac the^ fpirit? and eflence in this 
fbre of wit 1yds inf the profanefi. How ab^ 
furd is it then for men^ that do noe utterly 
ab^ureReligidn* to aflfed chis^impioos^ fort of 
raillery, n^hich^lMs flotMng but daring trkked- 
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fiefs to recoifnmeiKl it ? for certainly of all 
the ways of difeocirfe that evef pretended to 
wit, this hasihe lealt claim to it. 

f o. W » A T ftrengtb of reafi>D, or height 
of fancy is there in repeating of phrafes and 
ftagmentf of Bobks, when what they iroald 
iay, they might nMick more properly exprefir 
in their own worcb > In any other inftance 
but this of the Bibfe, it woold nifs rather for 
a defed; than an excei& of wit. But dbat whidi 
I fnppofe renders it fo taking, is, that it is the 
cbeapeft expedient for men to arrive to that 
reputation. Men, that cannot gotb the coft 
6f any thing that is tnily ingenioos^ can by 
this means immediately commence whs, 'i£ 
they can bat chaise their memories with half 
adozenXexts^ they need no other furniture 
for the Tirade % thefe mangled and tranfpc^- 
ied will be ready at all turns, and render 
them af^auded by thofe who have no othor 
meafore of wit, bttc its oppofition to Piety. 
But would God, meit would k)ok ii little be^ 
fbrethem, and cotter what the final reckon- 
ing will be lor f^ divertifemeflts > and if 
the whole world be ao unequal change for a 
Soul^ wh^t a miferable. merchant it he that 
barters his for a bald infipid jeft> Such as a 
fober mad would av6id were there no fiti 
in it. 

SI, I know men »e ^t to flatter thenn 
ielves, that thefe lighter frolicks will pafs for 

nothing, 
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nothing, fb long as they do not ferioufly and 
malicioufly oppofe Gods Word : but 1 fear 
they will find God in earheft, tho' they be in 
jeft. He, that has magnified his Ward above 
all things J Pfal. I38. 2. cannot brook that we 
ihould make it vile and cheap, play and dally 
with it. And if it were a capital crime to 
convert any of the perfume of the Sandoary 
to common nfe, Exod* 30. 3 2. can we think God 
can be pleas'd to fee his more Sacred Word 
the Theme of oar giddy mirth, and have his 
own words ecchoed to him in profane drol- 
kry? 

fz. But befides 'tis to beconfider d, that 
this wanton liberty is a ftep to the more fb- 
lemn And deliberate contempt of Gods word: 
cuftom do's ftrangely preicribe to us, and he 
that a while has us*d any thing irreverently 
^will at laft bring his pradice into argument, 
and conclude that there is no reverence due to 
it. God knows we arc naturally too apt to 
have flight and ea(y apprehenfions of Sacred 
things, and had need to u(e all Arts andJLnftru- 
ments to imprefs an awe upon our minds. 

fi. It will fuire then be Very unfafe for 
us to trifle with them, and by fo undue a fa- 
miliarity draw on that contempt which we 
fiiould make it our care to avoid. The Wife 
Man fays, ^^ that contemns Jmall things^ fijoU 
fall fy little and little^ Eccl. 1 9. i. . And tho' no 
degree of irreverence towards God or his 
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Word can be call'd a ftnall thing abfblucely 
confider'd, yet comparatively with the more 
exorbitant degrees it may : and yet that (mai- 
ler is the feed and parent of the greateft. It is 
fo in all fins : the kingdom of Satan, like that 
of God, may be compar d to a grain of ttfu- 
fiard feed^ Mat. 31.31. which tho' little in it 
felf is mighty in its increafe. 

f4. No man ever yet began at the top of 
villany, but the advance is itill gradual from 
one degree to another ; each commiffion 
fmoothing and glibbing the way to the next. 
He that accuftoms in his ordinary difcoarfe 
to nfe the facred Name of God with as little 
ientiment and reverence , as he do's that of 
his neighbour or fervanty that makes it his 
common by- word, and cries Lord and God 
upon every the lightefl: occafion of exclama- 
tion or wonder, this man has a very fliort ftep 
totheufingitinoaths, and upon all frivolous 
occafions; and he that fwears vainly is lac 
no great dii^nce from fwearing falfely. It 
is the fame in this inftance of the Scriptures: 
He that indulges his wit to rally with them 
will foon come to think them fuch tame things 
that he may down-right (corn them : And 
when he is arrivd to that, then he mult pick / 
quarrels to juftify jt, till at laft he arrive even 
to the height of enmity. 

ff. Let every man therefore take heed 
of letting fo much as oneftep in this fatal 
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circles guard hiinfelf againft the firil infi- 
nuation oJFdus guilt: and when ajtiftofl^sit 
felf as a tempution, let hitn faaiaiice (ibtc wiik 
a (bber thought, and coniider whether the 
jeft can quit the coft of the profanatioii. Lee 
him po&(s his miod with an habitcial awe , 
take up the Bible with foleiniier tfaou^ts,- 
and other kind q£ apficehenfioas ch» Ukj 
human Aatiior: ami if he habituate himfelf 
to this reTerence) every daiife and phrafe of 
k that occurs to hisr mind wilifoe af«er to re- 
cite him to devout ejaooiatioos than vain 
lai^hter. 

f5. It is reported of our euselkridtE^de, 
King EdMurd the fixthi that when in his 
CouDcil Chamber , a Paper that mm cail'd 
fer happen d to tie out of icach> and tbe 
P^rfbn concera*d to pnaduce it tiralc a fiiUe 
that lay by,attd ftandua^ upon it Maoh tlidown 
the Paper : the King obfervdng wlwt was 
done ran himself co the pte«^ aiid ttddog: 
the aibie in hit hands kifiedit^ and laid it 
ttp again. Of this it wefe a iwry fddtnd4e 
moral that Princes ^ and ail pfirfiinsin au- 
thority, would take care not to permit any to 
. rai(e tli^m^lves by either n hyfXKsrkkal df 
\ profane trampling npon holy things* But 
befides that , a more ^nieral applicatbn o£* 
fers its felf s that all men of whnt conditioii 
Soever (hould both themfeives abftain .fiK)m 
every a^on that lias the appearance of a 
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contempt of the holy Scripti^re;; and alfb when 
th^y obferveitihothers,^ diicountenance the 
infblencd: ap4 .by their words and adions 

five Teftimoriy ^the yener^tipn which they 
ave for that holy Bool^ they; fee others fb 
wretchedly deipiie. 

5*7* But above all, let him who reads the 
Scripture, ferioudyfethimifelf to the praAice 
of it, and daily examine how he proceeds in it: 
he that aifigently do s this will not be moch 
at leifiire to fport with it : he will fcarce meet 
with a Text which will not give him caufb of 
refle(3:ion, and provide him work within his 
own breaft: eVery duty injoin'd will prompt 
l^im to examine how he has performed 5 eve^ 
ry fin forbidden will call him |o recoiled how 
gaUty he has |>eeni every patheti^^ ftrain of d^r 
votion will Jiindle His T^eal^ or at leaft upbraid 
hiscoldnefsi every heroicl^ example will excite 
his emulation. In a word, every part of Scri- 
pture will, if duly apply d, contribute to fbme 
good and excellent end. . And when a thing is 
proper for iuch noble purpoles, can it be uie 
part of a wife man to apply it only to mean 
and trivial ? Would any but an Idiot waft that 
Sovereign Liquor in the wafliing of his feet^ 
which was given him to expell poifbn from 
his heart ? And are not we guilty of the like 
folly when we apply Gods word to ferve only 
a ludicrous humour $ and make our fel ves mer* 
17 with that which wasdefignd for the moft 
F f lerioui 
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fenoasaad irrdfii important parpofe|tb9&l- 
yation of oor, £^als^ And. ip<iced who ever 
takes any lower aini tha^ that, iand the ver- 
taed preparatory, to |t m his.ftudy of Scriptdr^ 
fxtt«mely debars it; 

f8. Let us therefore keep gfteady eye up* 
OB tliat inarkyiaQd pi^ft tow^rdslt^s the Apo- 
plcdid,PM.'j.t/f. rt^ii by:^at rtde the holy 
Scripture propofesi ^ith^ily a:na<^ilig<?ndy 
oblerve its pr^cepis, tb^t We inay"nhally |)a^ 
take it promifes. TPo thi?" ejid continually 
IMTay we, in the words of ourhpiy thother the 
Church, untp Almighty GodiA?V% '^^ 

feam, and iimar^y d^efifheintyp'^h^'^i'?^* 
and emfort if hit h^y mt/'i^'ii^-^jw emSttaei 
and fiver M fdf Af ^lt^4 ;lhpi 'ef-evfk^i 
Life, nbiek be ^gjfottf itsih vifr 'Stmur fff" 
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